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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

DESCRIPTION

Students are introduced to the creative process of writing through in-class exercises, peer
workshop, analysis of creative texts, journaling, essay writing, and a review of grammar, mechanics,
and composition. Students learn strategies for idea generation in a variety of genres, composing a
first draft, approaching revision, and effective editing and proofreading techniques.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability to
1. identify the fundamental elements of creative and essay writing;
2. generate ideas in a variety of genres: poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction,

drama/screenwriting

3. analyze and respond critically to published writing and the work of their peers;
4. identify and correct errors in composition, grammar, and mechanics; and
5. incorporate feedback into revisions.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
1. Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft 4th Edition Penguin Academics Series by Janet
Burroway, 2014 (available at The Bookstore at Western)
2. The Canadian Writer’s Handbook: Essentials Edition, Oxford University Press, 2012
(available at The Bookstore at Western)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Method of Evaluation Grade Value Deadline
Mid-term Portfolio (image poem, setting 30% Week 5
description, analysis)

Narrative Assignment Proposal 15% Weeks 7t0 9
Narrative Assignment (Final Draft with 35% Week 12
Revision Notes)
Exam 20% TBA
Total 100%

EXAM

The exam will test the skills that you have developed over the course of the semester in terms of
your writing ability (purpose, coherence, cohesion, style, and grammar) and your understanding of
the fundamental elements of creative writing as discussed in weekly units and in course readings.

PEER WORKSHOP & DISCUSSION
Peer workshops make up a large part of this course. Students who do not particulate in each
workshop and or who fail to submit drafts will receive a 5% deduction on their assignment for
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that workshop. For example, if students don’t participate in both workshops for the mid-term
portfolio, they could lose up to 10% off their final grade for that assignment.

STUDENT E-MAIL RESPONSIBILITY

It is the student’s responsibility to check both the course’s OWL Messenger and their UWO Office 365
email Inbox daily for possible updates/information, and not rely solely on external email accounts, as
only the UWO accounts will be used.

ASSIGNMENT FORMAT
Assignments must be typed, double-spaced, and stapled. All assignments must have your name,
course name, section number, and instructor’s name on the first page.

When using sources in a paper, you 'wi'I,IAbe e\xpgcltedlp fplloyv MLA, CMS, CSE, or APA standards for
documentation, detailed in 4EA #ATAALAT 70F0A0I0 (ATAATTE! p. 244.

SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS
In this course you will be required to submit the final version of each of your assignments
electronically, through OWL to turnitin.com on the day the assignment is due.

Late assignments will receive a penalty of 5% per day. To qualify for an extension, you must have a
valid reason and contact your instructor prior to the deadline. Please see the medical
accommodation policy below.

Keep copies (electronic, paper, or both) of all assignments submitted.

SCHOLASTIC OFFENCES, INCLUDING PLAGIARISM

The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on course
outlines:

“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholoff.pdf.

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or
a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks
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Medical Accommodation Policy

Western has a comprehensive policy covering requests for accommodation by students who are not
registered with Student Accessibility Services. All students should review this policy here, under
the heading ‘Accommodation for Iliness — Undergraduate Students’, noting the procedures,
restrictions, and notice requirements:
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfim?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryl
D=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchivelD=#Page_12

In Writing courses, students covered by this policy who are seeking academic consideration must
proceed as follows.

7 OEOETC 30OAEAGS **AGEA OTIFAU: students seeking academic consideration on medical or any other
grounds for any missed tests/exams, class attendance/participation components, or late or missed
assignments must either initiate a Self-Reported Absence (for a grade component worth up to
30% of their final grade, but excluding final exams scheduled during the exam period) or
apply in person to the Academic Counselling or Undergraduate office of their home Faculty and
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