
 
 

 
 

 
 

Writing 2203 — 650 Writing for Publication: From Deadline to Headline 
Fall 2019 

 

Instructor: Mark Kearney 

 

 
 
 

Email: mkearney@uwo.ca 

 

Office hours: Tuesdays 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm or by appointment 

University College Room 1426 
 

Text: In lieu of a text, there will be a range of handouts and/or links to websites posted on the syllabus and the 

course OWL site for you to read.  

 

Recommended Texts: 

 

mailto:mkearney@uwo.ca




Although this is an online course, you are expected to check into the OWL site on a regular basis, to read the 

material and your fellow students’ comments, 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com)/


Please note that MIT 3829, Writing for Magazines, and Writing 2203 are  

 

antirequisite to each other. You will not receive credit for both courses if you take 

both. 
 

Medical Accommodation Policy 

Western has a comprehensive policy covering requests for accommodation by students who are not registered 

with Student Accessibility Services. All students should review this policy here, under the heading 

‘Accommodation for Illness – Undergraduate Students’, noting the procedures, restrictions, and notice 

requirements: 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&Selecte

dCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12 

 

In Writing courses, students covered by this policy who are seeking academic consideration must proceed as 

follows. 

Writing Studies’ Basic Policy: students seeking academic consideration on medical or any other grounds for 

any missed tests/exams, class attendance/participation components, or late or missed assignments must either 

initiate a Self-Reported Absence (for a grade component worth up to 30% of their final grade, but excluding 

final exams scheduled during the exam period) or apply in person to the Academic Counselling or 

Undergraduate office of their home Faculty and provide a Student Medical Certificate (SMC) or other supporting 

documentation as required in accordance with official Western policy (linked above).  

 

Students seeking academic consideration must communicate with their instructors no later than 24 hours 

after the end of the period covered by either: 

i. A Self-Reported Absence, or 

ii. Academic consideration supported by the Academic Counselling Office. 

 

Exception: in Writing Studies courses, a student seeking academic accommodation on non-medical grounds 

for any missed in-class tests/exams, class attendance/participation components, or late or missed assignments 

worth less than 10% of a final grade may first consult directly with her or his instructor, who will – in his or 

her discretion – elect either to make a decision on the request directly or instruct the student to follow the 

procedures set out in Writing Stparऒؐasq者倀�dures En怀stÀ㌀c@ licy–

 

  
 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_10
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_10
/health/)


Special Requests:  Special Examinations, Incomplete Standing, Aegrotat Standing 

Please refer to the “Information for All Students in a Writing Course” for more detailed information.  Briefly, 

remember that your instructor does not have the discretion to initiate, consider, or grant (or not) such requests; 

you must go directly to the Dean’s office of your home faculty. 
   

NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER DECEMBER 5, 2019.  OUTSTANDING WORK 

AS OF THIS DATE WILL RECEIVE A GRADE OF ZERO. 

 

https://www.poynter.org/news/and-winner-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-2017
https://www.poynter.org/news/and-winner-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-2017
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html


Week 5 Ideas for stories; learn how to find a 

winning idea that sells and how to 

spin it into several ideas.  

Start thinking about what you would 

like to write for a feature. It takes some 

time to develop a good idea—so let’s 

start now. In three sentences, write 

your idea. Include an angle and what 

steps you’ll take to get it written. 
 

Getting Good Story ideas. Posted on OWL. 

Week 6 Query letter  

 

Pretend you are an editor who just 

received the sample query letter 

provided? Would you accept it? Why 

or why not? Why is the query letter 

vital to the writing for publication 

process? 

 
 

21 Rules for Writing Stellar Query Letters  

 

Sample Query Letter with Analysis 

 
 

Week 7 Feature writing

http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm


Week 10 Markets online and learning to write 

for the internet 

Find two web sites that accept 

freelance writing. What type of stories 

do they accept? Do not include writer's 

guideline details; rather, provide your 

opinion of the tone and style, length 

and details. 
 

How much they pay (on OWL) 

Week 11 Online ethics and copyright.  

Discuss the provided ethical situation 

you might find yourself in as a writer 

and decide what you 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj5IV23g-fE

