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Western University  
Department of Visual Arts  

 
We acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak and Attawandaron peoples, on lands connected with the London 
Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. This land 
continues to be home to diverse Indigenous peoples (First Nations, Métis and Inuit) whom we recognize 
as contemporary stewards of the land and vital contributors of our society. 
 
Course: SA 4605 Practicum 
Term: Fall 2023- Winter 2024  

 
Course Description 

Practicum is a studio course designed to allow students to develop an individual studio practice in the 
context  
students are expected to use to enrich their creative practices. Attendance at speaker events and gallery 
openings is recommended and should be considered an important adjunct to the weekly studio classes. 
Students are immersed in the contemporary art scene through a series of class trips that focus on 
experiencing art in a wide variety of locations.  
 
Course Objectives  
 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:  
 

●  Present a honed and cohesive independent body of work and research.  
●  Demonstrate perceptual, visual and conceptual skills through art making and as a critical viewer.  
●  Demonstrate an understanding of professional artist career trajectories and how these may relate 
to their own practice.  
●  Create a professional artist dossier and present their work in a professional manner.  
●  Prepare written and visual work for publication through the creation of a catalogue.  
●  Install and present their work in a professional gallery setting.  
●  
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Learning Outcomes  
 
Autonomy and Professional Capacity  

�x Students will understand the range of opportunities for artists within and beyond the academic 
setting, and will have an awareness of the routes that must be taken to make advancements 
toward further study and/or professional practice.  

�x Students will understand the range of opportunities for art researchers within and beyond the 
academic setting, and will have an awareness of the routes that must be taken to make 
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60-69 (Competent, C) - The studio work demonstrates adequate engagement with the project. It shows 
an attempt to respond to assignment parameters but does so at a very basic level that lacks creativity. 
Engagement with studio production demonstrates basic mastery of techniques. Background preparation 
and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is competent.  
 
50-59 (Marginal, D) - The studio work shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with 
the material covered by the course. The studio work waivers in its attempt to respond to assignment 
parameters and tends to be simplistic. Engagement with studio production demonstrates less than a 
basic mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and 
outcome of the studio production is less than satisfactory.  
 
Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) - The studio work demonstrates a failure to comprehend/engage the topic. 
The studio work is incomplete and lacks redeeming creative merit. The work clearly does not meet the 
minimal requirements of the assignment. Background preparation and research, engagement with 
process and outcome of the studio production is unacceptable. 
 
Student Responsibilities & Preparations 
 
Students are expected to attend all classes punctually and participate in all class discussions and 
critiques. Students are also required to come to class with the necessary materials for each work 



5 
 

 
Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15% is equivalent to 
missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or lateness, or a combination of both, per 
semester) without written corroboration for health or bereavement, students can be debarred from 
participation in final evaluations and/or assignments. Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 
3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15% cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being 
accepted and such assignments will receive a mark of 0 (zero). 
 
In accordance with University policy, students are responsible for making themselves aware of all 
assignments, procedures, demonstrations and due dates. With fair notice, course assignments, schedule 
or due dates may change. Students are responsible for keeping abreast of course changes. Failure to 
attend an important demonstration or lecture without due cause will result in the student researching 
the information for themselves. 
 
Participation 
 
Attendance, punctuality and preparedness for class are critical, as the teaching methods used will 
include class critiques, lectures and studio work. Student preparation and active participation in these 
sessions is a requirement of the course. In addition to affecting participation grades, students late or 
otherwise not prepared for scheduled critiques or discussions will forfeit the opportunity for class 
feedback on their work. Evaluation of participation will depend on attendance and commitment to class 
discussions and activities, as well as professional conduct, committee work, participation in exhibition 
planning & development, participation in critiques, working in class on independent studio work. 
Students arriving unprepared, unreasonably late, or leaving early, will not be considered as having 
participated in a class.  
 
Academic Consideration 
 
The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on 
occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long 
term), or chronic with acute episodes. Academic Consideration provides students with consistent, fair, 
and pedagogically appropriate consideration, without compromising the academic integrity of the 
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requested. These documents will be retained in the student’s file, and will be held in confidence in 
accordance with the University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition 
and supporting documents have been received and assessed, appropriate academic consideration shall 
be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the student’s instructor(s).  
 
Academic consideration may include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for 
classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or 
granting late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic consideration shall be granted only 
where the documentation indicates that the onset, duration and severity of the illness are such that the 
student could not reasonably be expected to complete their academic responsibilities. (Note – it will not 
be sufficient to provide documentation indicating simply that the student “was seen for a medical 
reason” or “was ill.”) 
 
Whenever possible, students who require academic consideration should provide notification and 
documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their 
professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner. 
 
Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics 
 
A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking 
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the community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, 
safety, and property of all members of the University community and are expected to act in a 
responsible manner within the University and the community at large. 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf 
 
Academic Sanctions 
 
In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the academic 
record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view grades; b) register in 
future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain admission or readmission. 
The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University, including 
payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the University. 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&
Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeadin
g_169 
 
Additional Course Material Request Policy 
 
For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the instructor’s discretion. 
Requests for additional material can only be made in cases necessitating academic accommodation. If a 
student requires Academic Accommodation for the course material, they can contact Western’s 
Academic Support & Engagement department. 
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as your own. Visual or Aural Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such as drawing, painting, 
printmaking and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video and sound. It includes 
work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as well as self-plagiarism – 
work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded for another course. Similar to textual 
plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or aural work of others must be appropriately 
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You understand that the area where your artwork will be hanging or displayed is unsupervised and is in 
a part of the building that may be open to the public, day and evening, whether or not the building is 
open. Western University accepts no responsibility for damage to, or loss of, artwork at any time while 
on display or while being transported to or from the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre. By displaying your 
artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you accept all risk of loss or damage to your artwork.  
Western University does not provide insurance for the artwork on exhibition. If you wish to insure 
artwork, it is your responsibility to do so. 

 
Removal 
 
Western University reserves the right to dispose of artwork not picked up by April 15th of each year. 
 
Support Services 
 
There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 

 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ 
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Gender Neutral Bathrooms 
 
There are two gender neutral bathrooms in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre (JLVAC). One is located in 
the Artlab and is open only during Artlab hours. A second single stall gender neutral bathroom can be 
found on the third floor of the JLVAC. Here is a list of inclusive washrooms at Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf. 
 
Please contact the Administrative Officer, Meghan Edmiston (meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca), for card 
access to the elevator and stairs if you are in need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible washroom 
for the academic year. 
 
Required Materials 
 
Students are responsible to purchase the supplies required for their studio projects. 

 


