Visual Arts Department

SA 3674A — Alternative Approaches to Creative Methods (Fall 2023)

Calendar Description

A studio course that encourages students to delve deeply into the conceptual potential of
materials and methods in contemporary art-making. Complimentary to discipline specific
courses, this course is designed to advance students 'methodological approaches and hone
their sense of voice and positionality as artists. Self-reflective engagement is emphasized.

Expanded Description

Focused on creative experimentation outside of what is familiar and comfortable, or even
always likely to be successful, this studio course is designed to develop students’ technical
versatility, problem solving, and conceptual rigour. Through projects, lectures, assigned
research, written responses, and in class discussions, students will examine the social,
emotional, and conceptual potentials inherent to art-making processes.

As this course emphasizes in-class discussions as a form of material and methodological
research, there is a focus on fostering peer to peer community. Students will benefit most
from this course through generously responding to their own work and others’, and
developing their projects alongside their peers.

Learning Outcomes / Objectives

Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

» Understand and contextualize conceptual qualities inherent to artists’ material choices (eg.
social, ecological, and other connotations)

» Understand, question, and address the emotive and other social qualities of aesthetics
that might be considered ‘outsider, 'low-brow,' ‘campy 'and otherwise outside of
Eurocentric artistic canon

» Speculate on temporal creative possibilities by proposing a long-term project (ongoing,
responsive, or repetitive in a way that requires a timeline greater than an academic term)

» Develop a self-directed final project utilizing methods covered in one or more of the
preceding projects

» Understand and reflect upon research materials during in-class discussions and through
written responses

» Address and constructively discuss their own and peers’ work, contributing to a
cooperative in-class community

» Address personal work in both oral and written formats

Evaluation

The final grade for the course will be based on the following items weighted as indicated:
* Project 1 18 %

* Project 2 18 %

* Project 3 18 %

* Project 4 18 %

» Reading Responses + Discussions 18 %

* Participation and Community 10 %
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Projects are graded on the



Student Responsibilities

Students will be expected to be aware of all assignments, procedures, and due dates. This
includes taking notes during lectures, referencing course documents and OWL site, or
requesting information in alternative formats where needed. Please ask for clarification if
you need it.

Late Assignment Policy
Assignments are expected to be completed by the start of class on the day they are due.

If work is incomplete at time of discussion/critique, in-progress work should still be brought
to class and presented for discussion. Our discussions are an integral part of the learning
you will do in this course and are opportunities for feedback and collaborative growth that
should be taken advantage of.

Incomplete assignments will be accepted with 10% of the project grade subtracted for
each week in which



If students need assistance with the course OWL site, they can seek support on the OWL
Help page. Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk.
They can be contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800.

Technical Requirements
Students should have technology such as a computer and smart phone or digital camera
sufficient to access OWL site for class and to document and submit images of art work.





http://www.turnitin.com/

respectfor the rights, safety,and property of all membersof the University


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%2520sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%2520sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%2520sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf

PrivacyPolicy Oncethe petition and supportingdocumentshavebeenreceivedandassessed,
appropriateacademicconsideratiorshallbe determinedby the Dean’sOfficein consultation
with the student’sinstructor(s). Academiconsideratiormayincludeextensionof deadlines,
waiverof attendancerequirementsfor classes/labs/tutorialsarrangingSpeciaExamsor
Incompletesye-weightingcourserequirements,or grantinglate withdrawalswithout academic
penalty. Academiaonsideratiorshallbe grantedonly wherethe documentationindicatesthat
the onset,duration andseverityof the illnessare suchthat the studentcouldnot reasonablybe
expectedto completetheir academiaesponsibilities(Note— it will not be sufficientto provide
documentationindicatingsimplythat the student“was seenfor a medicalreason”or “wasill.”)

Wheneverpossible studentswho requireacademiaonsideratiorshouldprovide notification
anddocumentationin advanceof due dates,examinationsetc. Studentsmustfollow up with
their professorsaandtheir AcademicCounsellingfficein atimely manner.

Documentationfrom FamilyPhysicians/Nurséractitionersand Walk-In Clinics

AWesternStudentMedicalCertificate(SMC)s requiredwhere a studentis seeking
academiaconsideration.Thisdocumentationshouldbe obtainedat the time of the initial
consultationwith the physician/nursepractitioneror walk-in clinic. An SMCcanbe downloaded
at


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.



https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo

of lossor damageto your artwork. WesternUniversitydoesnot provideinsurancefor the
artwork on exhibition.If youwishto insureartwork, it is your responsibilityto do so.

Removal

WesternUniversityreserveghe right to disposeof artwork not pickedup by April 15th of each
year.

SupportServices
Thereare varioussupportservicesaroundcampusandtheseinclude,but are not limited to:

Registrariabervicesttp://www.registrar.uwo.ca
StudentSupportServiceshttps://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Serviceprovidedby the



http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf
mailto:meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca
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Westernis committedto reducingincidentsof genderbasedand sexualviolenceand providing
compassionatsupportto anyonewho hasgonethroughthesetraumaticevents.If you haveexperienced
genderbasedor sexualiolence(eitherrecentlyor in the past),youwill find information about support
servicedor survivors,jncludingemergencycontacts,here. Toconnectwith a casemanageror setup an
appointment,pleasecontactsupport@uwo.ca

VISUALARTSSTUDIOGRADEDESCRIPTORS:

90-100(Outstanding,A+)- Thestudiowork showssignificantoriginalityand exhibitsa high degreeof
criticalengagementSophisticatedanalysisand synthesisnvolvingcomplextheoreticaland conceptual
thinkingare demonstrated Masteryof complexideasis immediatelyevident. Thestudiowork has
originality,clarity andambition. Theprojectis treated with sensitivityand subtlety of thought. The
quality of the backgroundpreparationandresearchengagementvith processand outcomeof the
studioproductionis exemplary.

80-89 (ExcellentA) - Thestudiowork showsoriginalityand exhibitsa high degreeof criticalengagement.
Thework is clearlyfocusedandintelligently presented Masteryof complexideasis demonstrated.The
studiowork hasclarity and ambition. Thequality of the studio productionimmediatelyengageshe
viewer. Thestudiowork hasbeensufficientlydevelopedand demonstrateanasteryof techniquessothat
resultsare compelling.Backgroungreparationandresearchgngagementvith processand outcomeof
the studioproductionisimpressive.

75-79 (VeryGood,B+)- Thestudiowork showsaboveaverageanalysiscritical thinkingandindependent
thought. It demonstratesa clearawarenes®f the parametersof the assignmentindaverygood
attempt to respondcreativelyto them. Thework demonstrateseasonabledepth and/or breadthand
engagesn a productionthat is appropriateto the level of the course.Thequality of studiowork engages
the viewerand demonstratesaboveaveragemasteryof techniques Backgroungreparationand
researchgengagementvith processand outcomeof the studio productionisverygood.

70 -


https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca

minimalrequirementsof the assignmentBackgroungreparationand researchengagementvith
processand outcomeof the studioproductionis unacceptable.
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