The University of Western Ontario
Department of Visual Arts

Course: Introduction to Drawing
Title: SA 2610A

Course Description
SA 2601A is an introduction to drawing as an independent practice. The course will focus on the drawing
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including late arrivals (2 lates/ early departures = 1 absence) or early departures, will result in students
being debarred from final assessments.

Failure to complete assignments without prior consultation with instructor may result in a failing grade.
Failure to attend critique without prior consultation with instructor will result in a grade of zero. With
prior discussion, students may hand in late work with 10% per day late penalty deducted from the
assignment (Monday to Friday, weekend considered one day).

Students are expected to make themselves aware of all assignments, procedures and due dates, and are
required to complete all assignments by date of submission or critique. With fair notice to students, the
course syllabus may change to adapt to class needs. It is the students’ responsibility to remain apprised
of such changes.

Critiques and shorter artwork discussion sessions are regularly scheduled and represent important
assessment situations in the course. Student preparation and active participation in these sessions is a
requirement of the course. In addition to affecting participation grades, students late or otherwise not
prepared for scheduled critiques or discussions will forfeit the opportunity for class feedback on their
work. Participation marks are awarded for demonstrated engagement in oral critiques and class
discussions.

Due to the intensive nature of SA 2610A students will be required to work on assignments independent
of in-class studio time. Students should be prepared to spend at least one hour working outside of class
for every hour of class time to meet the course requirements. Studio space is available outside of class
time as room scheduling permits.

Attendance:

Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15% is equivalent to
missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or lateness, or a combination of both, per
semester) without written corroboration for health or bereavement, students can be debarred from
participation in final evaluations and/or assignments.

Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15%
cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being accepted and such assignments will receive a mark
of 0 (zero)

Grading Breakdown

Project #1 - Observation: Drawing Portfolio 20%
Project #2 - Uncanny Combinations: Subject and Mark-Making 20%
Project #3 - Drawing and Scale: Relationships to Body and Space 20%
Project #4 - Independent Project: Studio Exploration 20%
Participation: Thoughtful participation in discussions and critiques 10%

Attendance and Preparedness: Using in class time well/ arriving with materials ready ~ 10%
Studio Materials

Set of 16 pencils (8B-6H), utility knife, white vinyl eraser, set of pencil crayons (preferably 34+ colours),
wax crayons, vine charcoal, conte, ink (any colour or black), bamboo brush (three sizes), markers (your






exploration, however students are expected to uphold academic integrity by appropriately attributing all
sources and avoiding plagiarism. Assignments should reflect the students own thoughts and independent
work.

Department Grading Criteria

90-100 (Outstanding, A+)

The studio work shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement.
Sophisticated analysis and synthesis involving complex theoretical and conceptual thinking are
demonstrated. Mastery of complex ideas is immediately evident. The studio work has originality, clarity and
ambition. The project is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the background
preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is exemplary.

80-89 (Excellent, A)

The studio work shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. The work is clearly
focused and intelligently presented. Mastery of complex ideas is demonstrated. The studio work has clarity
and ambition. The quality of the studio production immediately engages the viewer. The studio work has
been sufficiently developed and demonstrates mastery of techniques so that results are compelling.
Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is
impressive.
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The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on
occasion, be impaired by medical illness. lllness may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long
term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that medical situations are
deeply personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in these matters. However, in
order to ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic accommodation for work
representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course shall be granted only in those
cases where there is documentation indicating that the student was seriously affected by illness and
could not reasonably be expected to meet their academic responsibilities.

Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Dean’s office (the Office of
the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration/home Faculty) together with a request for relief
specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. These documents will be retained in the
student’s file, and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s Official Student Record
Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents have been received and
assessed, appropriate academic accommodation shall be determined by the Dean’s Office in
consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic accommodation may include extension of
deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or
Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or granting late withdrawals without academic penalty.
Academic accommodation shall be granted only where the documentation indicates that the onset,
duration and severity of the illness are such that the student could not reasonably be expected to
complete their academic responsibilities. (Note — it will not be sufficient to provide documentation
indicating simply that the student “was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill.”)

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification and
documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their
professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.

Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics A Western Student
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http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
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http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

Statement on Gender and Sexual Based Violence

Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have
experienced gender-based or sexual violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information
about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts, here. To connect with a case
manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca.

Gender Neutral Bathrooms:

Middlesex College does not have specifically gender-neutral bathrooms. There are two gender neutral
bathrooms in the JLVAC. One is located in the Artlab and is open only during Artlab hours. A second
single stall gender neutral bathroom can be found on the third floor of the JLVAC. Here is the full list of
inclusive washrooms at UWO: http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf.

Please contact the Administrative Officer, Meghan Edmiston (meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca), for card
access to the elevator and stairs if you are in need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible washroom



https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf
mailto:meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca

