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Course Description and Objectives: 
 
This class surveys the history and development of collecting, storage, and display practices in museums and art 
galleries. Students will learn about museums large and small, in North America and globally, with a focus on the 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The emphasis is on collections management: how are objects chosen for 
museum collections? How they are maintained in storage? And how are they organized into exhibitions? Such 
questions will be asked as a part of class units querying whether museums even need objects anymore, and 
introducing students to concepts of tangible and intangible heritage. Students will learn about how museums 
interact with their audiences, with an emphasis on labelling, wayfinding, accessibility, and exhibition design. We 
will also cover fundraising and grant writing. Dealing with disasters (including natural disasters and theft) will lead 
to discussions of how to protect collections in a changing world. Students will also learn about topics of great 
current importance including how museums can become more sustainable and conduct carbon audits, how 
museums can respond to UNDRIP and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and how museums can become 
more inclusive and equitable. The course is organized thematically, and students will be introduced to different 
kinds of museums, collections, and archives through case studies, debates, and problem solving. The class moves 
from critiquing and thinking about already existing museums, collections, and exhibitions to putting into practice 
what students have learned through short assignments assembled into a portfolio and an online exhibition.  
 
***all assignments must be handed in prior to the start of the class in which they are due. Please follow 
instructions on each assignment on how to hand it in. NO ASSIGNMENTS HANDED IN OVER EMAIL WILL BE 
ACCEPTED.  
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Required Texts: 
 
All course readings are available on Owl. It is the student’s responsibility to let the professor know in advance if 
they have any trouble downloading the readings. 
 
Assignment Breakdown: 
Exhibition Proposal 5% due September 28 
Field Trip Assignment 10% due November 16 
Portfolio 45% due October 19 and December 7 
Final Exhibition 30% due November 23 and December 7 
Participation and Engagement 10% 
 
Assignment Descriptions: 
 
MORE DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF EACH ASSIGNMENT CAN BE FOUND ON OWL. 
 
Exhibition Proposal 
Students will craft a proposal for an art exhibition that will be held in the (imaginary) Emerging Curators gallery at 
the Art Gallery of Ontario OR for a historical artefact exhibition at Museum London. The proposal includes a short 
overview of the exhibition and an initial list of 8-20 artworks and objects that will be included in the show. The 



3 
 

4. Student-generated and AI-assisted labels and didactics 
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• Field trips and classroom visits will introduce students to professionals in the fields of art, art history, 
and museum studies. 

• Students will have the opportunity to experience current (online) exhibitions.  
• These events are professional development opportunities, which will give students the opportunity to 

learn more about the arts and culture sector.  
• These events give students a forum to ask professionals career-related questions, offering the potential 

for ongoing mentorship. 
• 
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Academic Consideration: 

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on occasion, 
be impaired by extenuating circumstances, including short-term illness or injury.  Reasonable academic 
consideration is a cooperative process between the University, the student, and academic staff.  All 
participants in the process must act in good faith, and fulfil their respective obligations, if it is to succeed. 

Students who experience an extenuating circumstance (illness, injury, or other extenuating circumstance) 
sufficiently significant as to temporarily render them unable to meet academic requirements, may submit a 
request for academic consideration through the following routes:  

(i) Submitting a Self-Reported Absence form, provided that the conditions for submission are met; 

(ii) For medical absences, submitting a Student Medical Certificate (SMC) signed by a licensed medical 
or mental health practitioner, in order to be eligible for Academic Consideration; or 

(iii) For non-medical absences, submitting appropriate documentation (e.g., obituary, police report, 
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f. Self-reporting may not be used for assessments (e.g., midterm exams, tests, reports, presentations, or 
essays) worth more than 30% of any given course; 

g. Students must be in touch with their instructors no later than 24 hours after the end of the period 
covered by the Self-Reported Absence form, to clarify how they will be expected to fulfil the academic 
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3. Submitting someone else's work, in any form, without acknowledgement; 
4. Knowingly representing as one's own an idea of another. 
5. Handing in the same work for more than one class. 
 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism-
detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such 
checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism 
of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently 
between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). 
 
Emails 

• Assignments will not be accepted by email. 
• Please clearly identify yourself and the course in any emails. 
• Please expect up to 48 hours for email responses, exclusive of weekends.  
• Due to privacy regulations, grades cannot be discussed over email. 
• Communications on OWL are not always monitored. If you post a question in the forum, for example, it 

may not be seen for some time.  
 
  Support Services: 

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

1. Student Development Centre -- http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
2. Student Health -- http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html  
3. Registrar’s Office -- http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/  
4. Ombuds Office -- http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/  
5. Mental Health -- https://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/ 

Health and Wellness: 
Western offers a variety of counselling services and several mental health resources for students. If you or a 
friend are feeling overwhelmed, confused or unsure of your mental health state, please don’t ignore it. There 
are steps you can take to help yourself or help others. Western provides several on-campus health-related 
services to help engage in healthy living while pursuing your degree. For example, to support physical 
activity, all students receive membership in Western’s Campus Recreation Centre. Further information 
regarding health and wellness-related services available to students may be found at 
http://www.health.uwo.ca/.  
If you are in emotional or mental distress should refer to Mental Health Support at Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

 
Accommodation 
Academic Accommodation: For Western’s complete Policy on Academic Accommodation for Students with 
Disabilities see https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_disabilities.pdf. 
The policy states, “In its efforts to accommodate disabilities appropriately, the approach adopted by the 
University is collaborative, involving the student requesting the accommodation, the instructor, department (or 
school or program where applicable), and/or Faculty which provides the accommodation, and Services for 
Students with Disabilities (SSD) in the Student Development Centre which coordinates the request for and 
provision of accommodation.” 
 
Normal Building Access (September 1st to April 30th) (Subject to change): 

The John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be closed at 10:00pm each night Monday to Friday. There will be no after-
hour access for undergraduate students. The Centre is open weekends 12:00pm-5:00pm unless otherwise 
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VISUAL ARTS Undergraduate Grading Guidelines - Art History 
These guidelines are benchmarks that are not to be followed as rigid regulations. They will be adjusted as 
appropriate to take into account the level of the course and any specific instructions given by a professor. For 
example, grades in first year courses are generally lower than in fourth year.  
 
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) 
The writing shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. Sophisticated 
synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of 
complex material and ideas is immediately evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. 
The quality of the background research is exemplary. Regarding research, all major secondary sources pertaining 
to the topic have been consulted and proper citation has been used. 
 
80-89 (Excellent, A) 
The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. Writing is probing through the 
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reader's comprehension of relations among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the 
text. Regarding research, few secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted; proper citation 
may or may not have been used. 
 
Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) 
The writing demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. Written material is disorganized and unintelligible. 
The work clearly does not meet the minimal requirements of the assignment. Regarding research, secondary 
sources pertaining to the topic have not been consulted and proper citation has not been used. 
 
 
 
 

 


