Fall 2023
The University of Western Ontario
Department of Visual Arts

AH 2600F: THEORIES AND PRACTICES OF ART HISTORY AND VISUAL CULTURE

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to modern and contemporary theories, methods, and
practices in art history and visual culture. Through the examination of a wide range of
visual media, artists, philosophers, and political theorists, students will develop their
knowledge of and capacity for critical thinking about the intersections between visual
culture, art, philosophy, and politics.

PREREQUISITE(S):
Registration in years 2—4 of a Department of Visual Arts Module, or permission of the
department.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
This course develops students:
e knowledge of key historical and contemporary theories and practices of art


https://owl.uwo.ca/portal

1. Email: You are free to email me with questions or concerns at any time, and | will
reply within 24 hours during the week, and within 48 hours on weekends. Email is best
for short questions, clarifications and sharing material. For more involved questions,
please see me during office hours.

2. Office hours: Office hours are held on campus (see above). | am also available after
class. Zoom meetings are only scheduled in exceptional circumstances.

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSIONS
Assignments must be submitted through OWL as a Microsoft Word document (.doc,
.docx), and they will not be accepted through email. Assignments should be written
(keyboarded) in full sentences and



http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html

Plagiarism is a major academic offence. Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an
instance of copying or stealing another’s words or ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will
not be tolerated. (Citation excerpted from Black’s Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). This
includes presenting the written, visual or aural work of another creator as your own. Plagiarism
includes failing to attribute ideas, statements, paragraphs, and frameworks of essays, articles,


http://www.turnitin.com/
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf

Statement on Gender-based and Sexual Violence

Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have
experienced gender-based or sexual violence (either recently or in the past), you will find
information about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts, here. To
connect with a case manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca.

Academic Sanctions:

In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the
academic record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view
grades; b) register in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain
admission or readmission.

The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University,
including payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the
University.
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategorylD=1&Command=showCa
tegory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&Archi
velD=#SubHeading 169

Additional Course Material Request Policy

For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the instructor’s
discretion. Requests for additional material can only be made in cases necessitating academic
accommodation. If a student requires Academic Accommaodation for the course material, they
can contact Western’s Academic Support & Engagement

department. http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Academic Consideration:

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on
occasion, be impaired by medical illness. lliness may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic
(long term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that medical
situations are deeply personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in these
matters. However, to ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic
accommaodation for work representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course
shall be granted only in those cases where there is documentation indicating that the student
was seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be expected to meet their academic
responsibilities.

Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Dean’s office (the
Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration/home Faculty) together with a request
for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. These documents will be
retained in the student’s file, and they will be held in confidence in accordance with the
University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting
documents have been received and assessed, appropriate academic accommodation shall be
determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic
accommodation may include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for
classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course
requirements, or granting late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification
and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with
their professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.

Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics

A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking academic
accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation
with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.

Documentation from Student Health Services

At the time of iliness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse practitioner
at Student Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student Medical Certificate from
the Physician/Nurse Practitioner.

Documentation from Hospital Urgent Care Centres or Emergency Departments

Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with them, or
request alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation should be secured
at the time of the initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it is not possible for a student
to have an SMC completed by the attending physician, the student must request documentation
sufficient to demonstrate that their ability to meet their academic responsibilities was seriously
affected.

Accommodation by Instructor for work worth less than 10% of the overall grade in a
course

A student seeking academic accommodation for any work worth less than 10% must contact the
instructor and follow the appropriate Department or course specific instructions provided on the
course outline. In this course, Forum Contributions (see below) start on the day of the lecture
and span the week. Failure to make at least two of the three contributions during the week that
they are due will receive 0% unless students receive academic consideration.

Medical (or other) documentation must be submitted by the student directly to the appropriate
Faculty Dean’s office, and it will be the Dean’s office that will make the determination whether
accommodation is warranted. Given the University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy
Policy, instructors may not collect medical documentation.

In all cases where accommaodation is being sought for work totalling 10% or more of the final
grade in a course, students will be directed to the appropriate Faculty Dean'’s office.

Students who have been denied accommodation by an instructor may appeal this decision to
the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office but will be required to present appropriate documentation.

Attendance:

Under university regulations, students who miss more than 15% of their classes (15% is
equivalent to missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or lateness, or a
combination of both, per semester) without written corroboration for health or bereavement, can
be debarred from participation in final evaluations and/or assignments.

Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the
15% cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being accepted and such assignments will
receive a mark of O (zero).


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf

Religious Accommodation


https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo

Removal:
Western University reserves the right to dispose of artwork not picked up by April 15th of each
year.

Support Services:
There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to:

Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca

Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/

Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class
hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends.

Health and Wellness:

Western offers a variety of counselling services and several mental health resources for
students. If you or a friend are feeling overwhelmed, confused or unsure of your mental health
state, please don't ignore it. There are steps you can take to help yourself or help others.
Western provides several on-campus health-related services to help engage in healthy living
while pursuing your degree. For example, to support physical activity, all students receive
membership in Western’s Campus Recreation Centre. Further information regarding health and
wellness-related services available to students may be found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/.

If you are in emotional or mental distress should refer to Mental Health Support at Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain
help.

Gender Neutral Bathrooms:
The John Labatt’s Visual Arts Centre has two gender-neutral bathrooms. One is located in the
Artlab and is open only during Artlab hours. A second single stall gender neutral bathroom can


http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf
mailto:meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca




ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments must be submitted in Word (not PDF/read-only formats) to OWL. Do not send
documents through email.

Kant Summary: September 20" 500 words 10%

The summary explains Kant’s thesis that aesthetic judgement is both subjective and universal,
and his argument that “the agreeable” and “the good” are “interested,” in opposition to “the
beautiful” as “disinterested.” Bolded terms should be defined using accessible language. If
descriptive language cannot completely concretize your points
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