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Inside/Outside:  Examining  the studio  as site of  material,  intuitive  and critical  

exploration  
 
Course Description 
 
The idea of the studio conjures up images of the lone artist in a garret suffering for their 
creation. Critics like Rosalind Kraus have long since destabilized this idea and 
questioned the materially specific language of painting and sculpture in favour of broader 
definitions characterized by the “expanded field.” But recently many artists are returning 
to notions of the studio and materially specific languages in favour of an approach that 





Dossier: reflections from field work, crits, studio visits and research posted to 
grad seminar online forum  
 

10% 

 
Studio Work (weighted 60% of the course total) 

 
 

Seminar Facilitation (weighted 10%) 
 

The design, synthesis and creation of a grad seminar. The first project will be to 
synthesize these ideas and to draft a grad seminar in which each of one you will 



before the assignment is due and will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. 
Attendance is mandatory and missing 15% or more of class time can result in a failing 
grade.  
 
Course Materials: 
All course material will be generated through student-led discussions, field work, and 
instructor suggestions. Since part of the seminar is designing and facilitating seminar 
discussions and critiques, each student will propose particular readings and or other 
supplementary materials.  
 
Statement on Academic Offences: 
“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 
appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf 
 
Enrollment Restrictions:  
Enrollment in this course is restricted to graduate students in the Department of Visual 
Arts.    
 
Health/Wellness Services:  
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to 
obtain help.   
 
Accessible Education Western (AEW):  
Western is committed to achieving barrier-free accessibility for all its members, including 
graduate students. As part of this commitment, Western provides a variety of services 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/


Visual Arts Department Policies  
 
Prerequisite Checking:  
You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course 
prerequisites and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites 
may not be used as basis of appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be 
removed from it at any time, and you will receive no adjustment to your fees. These 
decisions cannot be appealed. 
Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing 
another’s words or ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will not be tolerated. 
(Citation excerpted from Black’s Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). This includes 
presenting the visual or aural work of another creator as your own. Visual or Aural 
Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such as drawing, painting, printmaking 
and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video and sound. It 
includes work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as well 
as self-plagiarism – work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded for 
another course. Similar to textual plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or 
aural work of others must be appropriately cited/identified whether in print or orally. 
Failure to do so will lead to similar academic penalties as those identified in Western’s 
Academic Calendar.  
 
Student Conduct : 
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity 
and academic integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be 
consistent with the general laws of the community and with University regulations. 
Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, safety, and property of all 
members of the University community and are expected to act in a responsible manner 
within the University and the community at large. 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf 
 
Academic Sanctions : 
In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall 
seal the academic record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be 
able to: a) view grades; b) register in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree 
diploma; d) obtain admission or readmission. 
The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the 
University, including payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the 
satisfaction of the University. 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=s
howCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalend
ar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169 
 
Additional Course Material R equest Policy  
For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the instructor’s 
discretion. Requests for additional material can only be made in cases necessitating 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/


The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo




Visual Arts Studio  Grade Descriptors:  
 
90-100 (Outstanding, A+)  - The studio work shows significant originality and exhibits a 
high degree of critical engagement. Sophisticated analysis and synthesis involving 
complex theoretical and conceptual thinking are demonstrated. Mastery of complex 
ideas is immediately evident. The studio work has originality, clarity and ambition. The 
project is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the background 
preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio 
production is exemplary.  
80-89 (Excellent, A)  - The studio work shows originality 



 


