
Winter 2023 
 

Department of Visual Arts 
Western University 
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Welcome to Introduction to Print Media! I am so happy you are 
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Course Information 
 
Instructor:  Professor Tricia Johnson 
   Room 118, JLVAC 
   519-661-2111 x 85721 
     tcjohnso@uwo.ca 

 
 

Technician:  Jessica Woodward 
   jwoodwa5@uwo.ca 
 
Class:  John Labatt Visual Arts Centre room 106 
   Tuesdays and Thursdays 8:30 to 11:30 am 
 
Office Hours: By appointment 

  
 

Online:   To facilitate SA 2630A students can access our OWL site 

 
 
Learning Outcomes 

• Depth and Breadth of Knowledge: Students will acquire a range of fundamental 
technical skills required to engage in the material practice of printmaking. Students 
will also become familiar with the historical genesis and terms of the print material 
areas being studied as well as contemporary opinions of such materials. 

• Knowledge of Methodologies: Students will gain an understanding of print 
methodologies and visual possibilities of each media though practical applications; 
specifically working through the technical process of each media when creating their 
work. 

• Communication Skills: Students will be able to communicate orally regarding their 
projects through critique. Students will also practice their answering skills in our 
reading discussion seminars. 

 
 
Materials/Supplies and Ink Fee 
Most materials will be discussed on the first class and throughout the semester when new 
processes are introduced.  Students will be expected to purchase materials individually to 
successfully complete assignments. A general list of materials is below and all materials 
students are expected to purchase will be discussed in class.   
In addition, there is an ink fee of $90.00 per student for the semester. The ink fee includes 
many materials that would be difficult for students to source or are cost prohibitive to 
purchase individually.  
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• INK FEE Due on January 16, 2023 in order to receive linoleum for linocut assignment. If 
you have mitigating circumstances and cannot pay the fee on the 16th, please contact Prof. 
Johnson to work out an alternate payment date. 

 
INCLUDED IN INK FEE: 
Linoleum   Rags and Solvents  Screen Emulsion    
Relief Inks   All cleaning supplies  Screen Retarder 
Copper plate   All etching grounds   Silkscreen to Borrow  
Etching Inks   Tarleton for etching   
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Sharpie marker if you are drawing your stencils by hand 
Acetate for registration 
Newsprint 
Containers for holding ink 
 
Archival Editioning Papers 

• Jessica sells most of the paper you need to make your prints. Purchase paper during 
class time 

•  Please write your name on each sheet of your good paper, on the back side as 
everyone’s paper looks the same. 

• Paper Jessica sells: 
Arnhem – Good for proofing and editioning for Relief  
Somerset Satin White or Cream – great for relief and etching 

• Paper Bijan’s sells: 
  Stonehenge for proofing Relief 
  BFK Rives, white, cream, gray or gold– great for etching, but expensive 
  Arches (good paper for relief and etching)  

Canson Colorline for screen – Fantastic for screen and very economical 
 
CAUTION: Lock your print drawer and place anything of importance in your 
other locker. 
 
WARNING: Do not steal each other’s lino tools, acetates, paper or anything else. 
Stealing is an offense and is grounds for being removed from the university, 
permanently.  
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75-79 (Very Good, B+) - The studio work shows above average analysis, critical thinking 
and independent thought. It demonstrates a clear awareness of the parameters of the 
assignment and a very good attempt to respond creatively to them. The work demonstrates 
reasonable depth and/or breadth and engages in a production that is appropriate to the 
level of the course. The quality of studio work engages the viewer and demonstrates above-
average mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with 
process and outcome of the studio production is very good.  

70-74 (Good, B) - The studio work shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical 
thinking. It shows a good attempt to respond to assignment parameters. The work 
demonstrates some depth and/or breadth, making references to appropriate course 
material/art context. The studio production engages the viewer and demonstrates a 
sufficient mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with 
process and outcome of the studio production is satisfactory.  

60-69 (Competent, C) - The studio work demonstrates adequate engagement with the 
project. It shows an attempt to respond to assignment parameters but does so at a very 
basic level that lacks creativity. Engagement with studio production demonstrates basic 
mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with process 
and outcome of the studio production is competent.  

50-59 (Marginal, D) - The studio work shows less than adequate engagement with the 
topic and with the material covered by the course. The studio work waivers in its attempt 
to respond to assignment parameters and tends to be simplistic. Engagement with studio 
production demonstrates less than a basic mastery of techniques. Background preparation 
and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is less than 
satisfactory.  

Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) - The studio work demonstrates a failure to 
comprehend/engage the topic. The studio work is incomplete and lacks redeeming creative 
merit. The work clearly does not meet the minimal requirements of the assignment. 
Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio 
production is unacceptable. 

 
Course Requirements 
• Students are responsible for making themselves aware of all assignments, procedures, 

and due dates. It is the student’s complete responsibility to keep informed by referring 
to the syllabus. 

• Attendance for SA 2630B is 100% mandatory. 
• Students are expected to clean-
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demonstrations is mandatory for every student to understand the procedures of each 
print practice. 

• If you miss a Demonstration, you must meet with the technician, outside of class time, to 
review specific procedures and health and safety concerns. 

• Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health @ 
Western   
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth for a complete list of options about 
how to obtain help. 

• Students are expected to spend a minimum 1-hour outside of class for every one hour in 
class towards fulfilling course requirements. 

• Students are strongly recommended to take detailed notes during the demonstrations 
throughout the semester.  Printmaking is a very involved process; it cannot be learned 
intuitively, and it is imperative that you take detailed notes to refer to when you are 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth
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has closed on OWL, students must seek academic considerations to submit their reading 
response for marking.  

• Ensure you submitted your assignment to OWL by clicking on the submit button. Failure 
to submit on time will result in a failing grade. 

Academic Considerations Policy 
 
(Space to insert official policy here) 

Aar 
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• You expect a clean environment when you begin working – make sure you are 
upholding that by making a clean environment for everyone working in the Print 
Shop. 
 

Working on your Assignments by yourself 
• It is expected that you create all your assignments with your own hands.  
• Your boyfriend/girlfriend, classmate, best friend, or any other individual cannot do 

the technical work for your assignments.  
• Having unauthorized assistance to produce technical results that will be marked 

could be considered a scholastic offense and will result in a failing technical grade 
(zero = 0). 

•  If you need assistance technically, you must consult Tricia, your academic advisor 
and/or your Accessible Education advisor. 

 
 

Creating Original Imagery for Assignments 
• It is expected that you create your printmaking assignments from original imagery 

that you have designed/created yourself, whether it is a drawing, a photograph, or 
preliminary sketches in your sketchbook. 

• There may be circumstances when you need to use Google Images as visual 
reference for specific subject matter in your printmaking assignments; please 
consult Prof. Johnson and be ready to provide a reference link. 

• Using another artist’s artwork and presenting it as your own original work is 
considered plagiarism as outlined in Departmental and University Policies below 
and has serious consequences. 

 
 
 
Religious Accommodation: 
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should 
give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic 
Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. 
Additional information is given in the  Western Multicultural Calendar. 
 
 
STUDENT CONDUCT: 
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity 
and academic integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent 
with the general laws of the community and with University regulations. Students shall 
show regard and respect for the rights, safety, and property of all members of the 
University community and are expected to act in a responsible manner with the University 
and the community at large 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf 
 
 

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf
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ATTENDANCE: 
Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15% is 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
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Normal Building Access (September 1st to April 30th) (Subject to change): 
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University does not provide insurance for the artwork on exhibition. If you wish to insure 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
https://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf

	Online:   To facilitate SA 2630A students can access our OWL site
	Materials/Supplies and Ink Fee
	Basic Supplies
	Linoleum Supplies
	Etching Supplies
	Screen Supplies
	Archival Editioning Papers

	Evaluation
	Print Shop Access
	Print Shop Conduct
	Cleaning up your mess after you have worked in the Print Shop
	Working on your Assignments by yourself
	Creating Original Imagery for Assignments

