The University of Western Ontario
Department of Visual Arts

AH 2600F: THEORIES AND PRACTICES OF ART HISTORY AND VISUAL CULTURE

Fall 2022
Instructor: Maxwell Hyett Office Hours: TBA
Email: mhyett@uwo.ca Zoom Meeting ID: TBA

Teaching Assistant: TBA
Online Check-In: Tuesdays @ 10:00am

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to modern and contemporary theories, methods, and
practices for the study of art history and visual culture, as well as their historical
underpinnings. Students will become familiar with the history of ideas that have shaped
art historical investigation and the study of visual culture. Through the examination of a
wide range of art works, artists, writers, and


mailto:mhyett@uwo.ca
https://owl.uwo.ca/portal

You can access this site by using the same ID and password as your UWO email
account.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE INSTRUCTOR

1. Email: You are free to email me with questions or concerns at any time, but please
note that | will not respond to emails 24/7. You should expect to receive a reply within
24 hours of receiving your message, but not on weekends. This means questions about
an assignment need to be sent with enough advance to receive an answer before it is
due. Email is best for short questions, clarifications and sharing material.

2. Office hours: For the duration of our respective office hours | will be prepared to chat
with you on Zoom. That said, you will need to email me beforehand and arrange to
meet, either during these office hours or we can arrange another time. Video chatting on
Zoom is best for discussions and larger issues not easily covered in emails.

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSIONS

Please submit your assignments as a Microsoft Word document (.doc, .docx). Most
writing software has this capability. You can download the whole Microsoft suite from
the home page of Microsoft 365 through your student email. Assignments should be
written in full sentences and double spaced with proper citation and formatting.



http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/writing
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/chicago_manual_17th_edition/cmos_formatting_and_style_guide/chicago_manual_of_style_17th_edition.html

Article Summary 12.5% October 4 (W 4)

Weekly Responses 20% Ongoing
Short Essay 25% October 25 (W 7)
Final Essay 30% December 6 (W12)

WESTERN UNIVERSITY VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT
POLICIES

Prerequisite Checking:

You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course
prerequisites and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites
may not be used as basis of appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be
removed from it at any time, and you will receive no adjustment to your fees. These
decisions cannot be appealed.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing
another’s words or ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will not be tolerated.
(Citation excerpted from Black’s Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). This includes
presenting the visual or aural work of another creator as your own. Visual or Aural
Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such as drawing, painting, printmaking
and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video and sound. It
includes work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as well
as self-plagiarism — work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded for
another course. Similar to textual plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or
aural work of others must be appropriately cited/identified whether in print or orally.
Failure to do so will lead to similar academic penalties as those identified in Western’s
Academic Calendar.

Student Conduct:

All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity
and academic integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be
consistent with the general laws of the community and with University regulations.
Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, safety, and property of all
members of the University community and are expected to act in a responsible manner
within the University and the community at large.
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of conduct.pdf

Academic Sanctions:


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf

In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall
seal the academic record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be
able to: a) view grades; b) register in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree
diploma; d) obtain admission or readmission.

The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the
University, including payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the
satisfaction of the University.
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategorylD=1&Command=
showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadinglD=169&SelectedCale
ndar=Live&ArchivelD=#SubHeading_ 169

Additional Course Material Request Policy

For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the instructor’s
discretion. Requests for additional material can only be made in cases necessitating
academic accommodation. If a student requires Academic Accommodation for the
course material, they can contact Western’s Academic Support & Engagement
department. http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Academic Consideration:

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities
may, on occasion, be impaired by medical iliness. lliness may be acute (short term), or
it may be chronic (long term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further
recognizes that medical situations are deeply personal and respects the need for
privacy and confidentiality in these matters. However, in order to ensure fairness and
consistency for all students, academic accommaodation for work representing 10% or
more of the student’s overall grade in the course shall be granted only in those cases
where there is documentation indicating that the student was seriously affected by
illness and could not reasonably be expected to meet their academic responsibilities.
Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Dean’s office
(the Office of the Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration/home Faculty) together
with a request for relief specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested.
These documents will be retained in the student’s file, and will be held in confidence in
accordance with the University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy.
Once the petition and supporting documents have been received and assessed,
appropriate academic accommodation shall be determined by the Dean’s Office in
consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic accommodation may include
extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for classes/labs/tutorials,
arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or granting
late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation shall be granted
only where the documentation indicates that the onset, duration and severity of the
illness are such that the student could not reasonably be expected to complete their
academic responsibilities. (Note — it will not be sufficient to provide documentation
indicating simply that the student “was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill.”)
Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide
notification and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students
must follow up with their professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely
manner.


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/

Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics A
Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking
academic accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the
initial consultation with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be

downloaded at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf

bereavement, students can be debarred from participation in final evaluations and/or
assignments.

Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will
exceed the 15% cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being accepted and
such assignments will receive a mark of O (zero)

Religious Accommodation

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should
give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic
Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance.
Additional information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.

Electronic Devices:


https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo

open to the public, students, faculty, staff and other visitors will not be prohibited from
photographing your artwork while on exhibit at the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre.
You otherwise retain all ownership in your artwork.

Artwork Installation Liability Release:


http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

Middlesex College does not have specifically gender-neutral bathrooms. There are two
gender neutral bathrooms in the JLVAC. One is located in the Artlab and is open only
during Artlab hours. A second single stall gender neutral bathroom can be found on the
third floor of the JLVAC. Here is the full list of inclusive washrooms at UWO:
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive _washrooms.pdf.

Please contact the Administrative Officer, Meghan Edmiston
(meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca), for card access to the elevator and stairs if you are in
need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible washroom for the academic year.



http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf
mailto:meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca

VISUAL ARTS
Art History / Museum and Curatorial Studies Grade Descriptors

90-100 (Outstanding, A+) The writing shows significant originality and exhibits a high
degree of critical engagement. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical
and conceptual dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material
and ideas is immediately evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of
thought. The quality of the background research is exemplary. Regarding research, all
major secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and proper
citation has been used.

80-89 (Excellent, A) The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical
engagement. Writing is probing through the use of comments and/or questions, and is
clearly



summary of sources and/or is considerably off-topic. Written facts are stated
inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is difficult to follow; there is insufficient
elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of relations among ideas; little judgment is
shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the text. Regarding research, few secondary
sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted; proper citation may or may not
have been used.

Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) The writing demonstrates a failure to comprehend the
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