WESTERN VISUAL ARTS

Winter 2022
UNDERGRADUATE STUDIO COURSE OUTLINE

COURSE CODE: AH 3690G/MCS 3690G/SA 3690B

COURSE TITLE: Special Topics - The Orchard Gallery - Artists & Commercial Galleries
PREREQUISITE COURSES: Registration in a Visual Art Module or Permission of the Department
CLASSROOM LOCATION: Visual Arts Centre Rm. 249

CLASS HOURS: Tuesday 2:30 - 5:30

INSTRUCTOR NAME: AH Hoekstra

INSTRUCTOR EMAIL: ahoekst@uwo.ca

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday 1:00 - 2:00

OFFICE LOCATION: Visual Arts Centre Rm. 245

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

A senior level undergraduate course that examines the complex relationship between artists and contemporary
commercial galleries, using the short-lived Orchard Gallery, which operated on the Lower East Side of New
York between 2005-2008, as a prism through which myriad perspectives (including artist, audience,
community, and gallerist) can be interrogated. A combination of lectures, readings, and studio projects shape a
nuanced understanding of the relationship between art and commerce, with focused readings and exercises
addressing themes including audience, community, gentrification, and representation. This course also offers
the opportunity to cultivate practical knowledge regarding the running of an art gallery, which may equally be of
interest to studio, art history, and museum studies students.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

In this course, students will study the contemporary and historical contexts within which art galleries exist. Over
the course of the semester students will engage with a number of texts and artworks to develop their practical
and conceptual understanding about how, why and for who art galleries function. Students will learn the
principals behind pricing artworks, as well as general gallery logistics and operations, aimed toward a final
project that will see students conceptualize and plan their own art gallery. By the end of this course students
will have an understanding of the practical workings of a contemporary art gallery, as well as gallery’s broader
function in relation to culture and the art market, as well as the economics and politics that support this.
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hours of the end of the period of the self-reported absence, unless noted on the syllabus. Students are
not able to use the self-reporting option in the following circumstances:

« for exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar (e.g.,
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The John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be closed at 10:00pm each night Monday to Friday. There will
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Gender Neutral Bathrooms:

Middlesex College does not have specifically gender-neutral bathrooms. There are two gender neutral
bathrooms in the JLVAC. One is located in the Artlab and is open only during Artlab hours. A second
single stall gender neutral bathroom can be found on the third floor of the JLVAC. Here is the full


http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf

dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately
evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the background
research is exemplary. Regarding research, all major secondary sources pertaining to the topic have
been consulted and proper citation has been used.

80-89 (Excellent, A) The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement.
Writing is probing through the use of comments and/or questions, and is clearly focused and logically
organized. The quality of writing immediately



