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MCS2610F FALL 2020 
Wednesdays 2:30-5:30 

 
Follow the schedule for synchronous and asynchronous course components 

 

Greatest Shows on Earth:  
Exhibitions That Changed the History of Art 

 

 
 
�ĞƚĂŝů�ĨƌŽŵ�&ƌĞĚ�tŝůƐŽŶ͛Ɛ�Mining the Museum, Maryland Historical Society, 1992 

 
Professor: Dr. Kirsty Robertson  
Office:  
Zoom Office Hours: by appointment  
Email: kirsty.robertson@uwo.ca  
TA:  
Email:  
Zoom Office Hours: by appointment 
     
Course Description and Objectives: 
 
This class examines radical shifts in curating, exhibition design, art making, and visitor experience that 
have been precipitated by important exhibitions. We will examine key exhibitions from around the world 
and will discuss how and why these particular exhibitions triggered profound change in the museum world 
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and art history. Though most examples are drawn from the contemporary art world, science, history, and 
other exhibitions make appearances. Case studies will also consider the role played by controversy, push-
back, and intervention in deeply altering the status quo. Together in this class we will create a timeline of 
important exhibitions, a short catalogu
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Learning Outcomes, Museum Studies 
 
The Readings 

¶ Students will develop a greater understanding of the issues and politics that are significant to 

the museum field. 

¶ Students will have the opportunity to develop their own opinions about controversial subjects in 

the museum field, through class discussions about the readings. 

¶ Students will develop a portfolio of knowledge about important exhibitions from around the 

globe, and will come to understand how some exhibitions can profoundly impact art markets, 

the study of art, and art historical scholarship. 

¶ Students will discuss why some exhibitions have extensive impact while others are lost to 

history.  

Assignments 

¶ Students will have the opportunity to contribute to the class assignment of creating a timeline of 

important exhibitions. 

¶ Students will learn from their peers and will gain knowledge of a significant number of 

important exhibitions. 

¶ 
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You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and that 
you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of appeal. If 
you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will receive no 
adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed. 
 
Plagiarism: 
WůĂŐŝĂƌŝƐŵ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ĚĞĨŝŶĞĚ�ĂƐ�͞dŚĞ�ĂĐƚ�Žƌ�ĂŶ�ŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ƐƚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌĚƐ�Žƌ�

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://www.turnitin.com/
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  Support Services: 
There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

1. Student Development Centre -- http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
2. Student Health -- http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html  
3. Registrar’s Office -- http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/  
4. Ombuds Office -- 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
https://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/


http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/
mailto:finaid@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/financial_counselling.html
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The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University, including 
payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the University  
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&
Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeadin
g_169 
 
Dropping the class 
November 12, 2020 is the last day to drop a Fall semester course without academic penalty. 
 
Electronic Devices  
You may use a computer in class to take notes. All other activities (e.g. checking email or social media 
sites, etc.) are strongly discouraged, especially as this is distracting to others. Students should turn off all 
cell phones while in the classroom.  
 
Unless explicitly noted otherwise, you may not make audio or video recordings of lectures ʹ nor may 
you edit, re-use, distribute, or re-broadcast any of the material posted to the course website. 
 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
mailto:jslauen@uwo.ca
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subtlety of thought. The quality of the background research is exemplary. Regarding research, all major 
secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and proper citation has been used. 
 
80-89 (Excellent, A) 
The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. Writing is probing 
through the use of comments and/or questions, and is clearly focused and logically organized. The 
quality of writing immediately engages the reader. Mastery of complex materials and ideas is 
demonstrated. The writing is of appropriate length, and demonstrates mastery of techniques so that 
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