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Department Policies and Regulations 

 

Statement on prerequisite checking:  

You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and 

that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of 
appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will 

receive no adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed. 

Prerequisite(s): Registration in years 3 or 4 of a Department of Visual Arts Module, or permission of the 
Department. 

 

Plagiarism:   
3ODJLDULVP��ZKLFK�PD\�EH�GHILQHG�DV�³7KH�DFW�RU�DQ�LQVWDQFH�RI�FRS\LQJ�RU�VWHDOLQJ�DQRWKHU¶V�ZRUGV�

RU�LGHDV�DQG�DWWULEXWLQJ�WKHP�DV�RQH¶V�RZQ�´�ZLOO�QRW�EH�WROHUDWHG���&LWDWLRQ�H[FHUSWHG�IURP�%ODFN¶V�

Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). This includes presenting the visual or aural work of another 

creator as your own. Visual or Aural Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such as 
drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video 

and sound. It includes work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as 

well as self-plagiarism ± work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded for 
another course. Similar to textual plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or aural work of 

others must be appropriately cited/identified whether in print or orally. Failure to do so will lead to 

VLPLODU�DFDGHPLF�SHQDOWLHV�DV�WKRVH�LGHQWLILHG�LQ�:HVWHUQ¶V�$FDGHPLF�&DOHQGDU�  
 

Electronic Devices  

Unless explicitly noted otherwise, you may not make audio or video recordings of lectures – nor 

may you edit, re-use, distribute, or re-broadcast any of the material posted to the course website.  
 

Attendance:  

Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15% is equivalent to 
missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or lateness, or a combination of 

both, per semester) without written corroboration for health or bereavement, students can be 

debarred from participation in final evaluations and/or assignments.  

Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15% 
cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being accepted and such assignments will receive a 

mark of 0 (zero).  

  
Academic Consideration:  

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�D�VWXGHQW¶V�DELOLW\�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�PD\��RQ�

occasion, be impaired by extenuating circumstances, including short-term illness or 
injury.  





 

Permission re: Promotion:  

You grant permission for Western University to reproduce your name, information describing your 

artwork, representations of your work and any other information you have provided for the purpose of 

display, promotion and publicity either now or in the future.  
By installing your artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you grant Western University an 

irrevocable, perpetual, royalty-free world-wide licence to photograph your artwork and use such 

photograph(s) for the promotion of your artwork and/or Western University, including, without 
limitation, advertising, display, editorial, packaging, promotion, television, social media, the 

Department of Visual Arts website, flickr, Twitter, Instagram etc.). Students wishing to not have their 

work photographed should not exhibit it in the Visual Arts Centre, Artlab Gallery or Cohen Commons. 
As the area is open to the public, students, faculty, staff and other visitors will not be prohibited from 

photographing your artwork while on exhibit at the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre.   

You otherwise retain all ownership in your artwork.  

 

Artwork Installation Liability Release:  

You understand that the area where your artwork will be hanging or displayed is unsupervised and is 

in a part of the building that may be open to the public, day and evening, whether or not the building is 
open. Western University accepts no responsibility for damage to, or loss of, artwork at any time while 

on display or while being transported to or from the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre. By displaying 

your artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you accept all risk of loss or damage to your 
artwork.  Western University does not provide insurance for the artwork on exhibition. If you wish 

to insure artwork, it is your responsibility to do so.  

 

Removal:  
Western University reserves the right to dispose of artwork not picked up by April 15th of each year.  

 

Academic Sanctions:  
In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the academic 

record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view grades; b) register 

in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain admission or readmission.  

The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University, including 
payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the 

University. http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=sh

owCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&Arc
hiveID=#SubHeading_169  
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degree. For example, to support physical activity, all students
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VISUAL ARTS STUDIO GRADE DESCRIPTORS:  
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) - The studio work shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree 
of critical engagement. Sophisticated analysis and synthesis involving complex theoretical and 
conceptual thinking are demonstrated. Mastery of complex ideas is immediately evident. The 
studio work has originality, clarity and ambition. The project is treated with sensitivity and subtlety 
of thought. The quality of the background preparation and research, engagement with process and 
outcome of the studio production is exemplary.   
80-89 (Excellent, A) - The studio work shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical 
engagement. The work is clearly focused and intelligently presented. Mastery of complex ideas is 
demonstrated. The studio work has clarity and ambition. The quality of the studio production 
immediately engages the viewer. The studio work has been sufficiently developed and 
demonstrates mastery of techniques so that results are compelling. Background preparation and 
research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is impressive.   
75-79 (Very Good, B+) - The studio work shows above average analysis, critical thinking and 
independent thought. It demonstrates a clear awareness of the parameters of the assignment and a 
very good attempt to respond creatively to them. The work demonstrates reasonable depth and/or good a



VISUAL ARTS ART HISTORY/MUSEUM AND CURATORIAL STUDIES GRADE DESCRIPTORS  
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) The writing shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of 
critical engagement. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual 
dimensions of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately 
evident. The topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the background 
research is exemplary. Regarding research, all major secondary sources pertaining to the topic have 
been consulted and proper citation has been used.  
80-89 (Excellent, A) The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. 
Writing is probing through the use of comments and/or questions, and is clearly focused and 
logically organized. The quality of writing immediately engages the reader. Mastery of complex 
materials and ideas is demonstrated. The writing is of appropriate length, and demonstrates 
mastery of techniques so that results are meaningful and not simplistic. Regarding research, a 
majority of the secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and proper citation 
has been used.  
75-79 (Very Good, B+) The writing shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent 
thought. Written claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of the topic are 
well-researched and presented. The work is addressed in reasonable depth and/or breadth and 
covers material appropriate to the course. Written analysis is organized around focal points and the 
development of the argument is easily followed. The writer demonstrates an above average ability 
to write in an intelligible style and to condense material meaningfully and with a concern for 
priorities of that material. Regarding research, a representative selection of secondary sources 
pertaining to the topic has been consulted and proper citation has been used.  
70-74 (Good, B) The writing shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical thinking. Written 
claims are supported by reasonable evidence. The work is addressed in some depth and/or breadth, 
with references to the appropriate literature and course material. Written analysis is organized 
around focal points. The text is generally well written and well argued. Regarding research, a 
somewhat limited selection of secondary sources pertaining to the topic has been consulted and 
proper citation has been used.  
60-69 (Competent, C) The writing demonstrates adequate engagement with the topic. The writing 
is on topic and is a reasonable response to material covered in the course, but goes no further. 
Written facts are stated accurately; the quality of writing is sufficiently intelligible with enough 
elaboration and enough connections made between ideas to permit a reader to understand the 
point of the text. Regarding research, an insufficient number of secondary sources pertaining to the 
topic has been consulted but proper citation has been used.  
50-59 (Marginal, D) The writing shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with the 
material covered by the course. The writing is a less than adequate summary of sources and/or is 
considerably off-topic. Written facts are stated inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is 
difficult to follow; there is insufficient elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of relations 
among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the text. Regarding 
research, few secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted; proper citation may 
or may not have been used.  
Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) The writing demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. Written 
material is disorganized and unintelligible. The work clearly does not meet the minimal 
requirements of the assignment. Regarding research, secondary sources pertaining to the topic 
have not been consulted and proper citation has not been used.   

   
 

 


