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VAH/VAS4485E 
Museum and Curatorial Practicum 

 
Professor: Dr. Kirsty Robertson  
Office: VAC 221 
Office Hours: tbd  
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 Students will develop a greater understanding of the issues and politics which are 

significant to the museum field. 

 Students will have the opportunity to develop their own opinions about controversial 

subjects in the museum field, through class discussions about the readings. 

The Exhibition 

 Students will each learn about the process of designing and mounting a public 

exhibition. 

 Through first-hand experience, students will develop a greater understanding of the 

variety of roles involved in curating an exhibition, including: budgeting, fundraising, 

copy-writing and editing, creating a catalogue, community outreach, event planning, 

website design, and mounting an exhibition. 

 Students will have the opportunity to work both independently and as part of a team. 

 Students will develop time-management and communication skills. 

Short Assignments 

 Students will have the opportunity to hone their critical thinking and writing skills. 

 Students will have the opportunity to experience current exhibitions.  

 Because there is choice in the assignments, students will be able to research and write 

on topics that suit their own areas of interest. 

Field Trips and Classroom Visits 

 Field trips and classroom visits introduce students to professionals in the field of art and 

art history. 

 These events are professional development opportunities, which will give students the 

opportunity to learn more about the arts and culture sector.  

 These events give students a forum to ask professionals career-related questions, 

offering the potential for ongoing mentorship. 

Essays 

 Students will hone their academic writing skills and will develop their knowledge of 

critical themes and topics relevant to museum studies.
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POLICIES 
 
Late Policy 
Students are expected to complete all assignments on time. Assignments are considered late after 
the start of class the day they are due. Students seeking academic accommodation on medical 
grounds for any missed tests, exams, participation components and/or assignments must apply 
to the Academic Counseling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation cannot be granted by the professor or the department. 
 
This class has a different late policy from my other classes. For VAS/VAH4485E I do not grant 
extensions except in the most extreme circumstances. Students should not contact me or the TA 
asking for an extension, but should instead weigh whether the minor penalty is worth the extra 
time. The idea is that this is a 4th year class, and the onus is in the hands of the student. For the 
first 3 days, students will be docked 1%/day. For the next 4 days after that students will be docked 
2%/day. After a week, the assignment will be docked 5%/day.  
 
Attendance: 
Attendance is required and is an exceptionally important part of this class. Students are expected 
to attend all class sessions and be prepared for and participate in lectures and discussions, as well 
as in exhibition brain storms and group work. Students are also expected to help install and de-
install the exhibition, which falls outside of class hours. Students who miss less than two classes 
are not required to seek accommodations for their absences from either the lecture or tutorials. 
For subsequent absences students will ne
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 The TA and I will do our best to respond to emails within 48 hours, exclusive of weekends. 
Neither I, nor the TA, should be expected to respond to emails from Friday at 4pm to 
Monday at 9am. 

 Due to privacy regulations, grades cannot be discussed over email. 
 
Dropping the class 
November 30, 2017 is the last day to drop a full year course without academic penalty. 
 
Electronic Devices  
You may use a computer in class to take notes. All other activities (e.g. checking email or social 
media sites, etc.) are strongly discouraged, especially as this is distracting to others. Students 
should turn off all cell phones while in the classroom.  
 
Prerequisites: 
You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites 
and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as 
basis of appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and 
you will receive no adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty: 
All work for the course MUST be entirely your own. All sources that you use for your assignments 
must be accurately cited. This will be discussed in tutorials. If you have doubts about how and 
when to cite sources, consult the Chicago Manual of Style guide on OWL in the Resources section, 
or talk to me or your TA before the assignment due date. All course work must 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism-detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). 
 
Medical Policy: 
For UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf  
 
Downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC): https://studentservices.uwo.ca (under the 
Medical Documentation heading). 
 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments must apply to the Academic Counselling office of 
their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic accommodation cannot be granted by 
the instructor or department.  
 
Updated from previous years: The instructor will NOT accept any missed assignments, whether 
totaling more than 10% or less than 10%, unless the student has arranged accommodation 
through the Dean's Office. 
 
Mental Health: 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western  
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Acad

http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/
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Building Access: 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
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The D.B. Weldon Library offers orientation tours from the first week of classes until Thanksgiving, 
where you will get acquainted with the numerous research resources available. As well, the 
University libraries have an extremely useful website where you can search the library system, 
the databases, view your circulation record, renew materials, access your UWO e-mail account, 
and much more. Check it out at: www.lib.uwo.ca. 
 
Financial Aid Services is your main source of information for OSAP, bursaries, loans, scholarships, 
and the work-study program which offer part-time positions on campus for Western students.  
 
Tel: 519-661-2100; e-mail, finaid@uwo.ca; or check out their website at 
www.registrar.uwo.ca/FinancialServices/index.cfm 
 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS Undergraduate Grading Guidelines - Art History 
These guidelines are benchmarks that are not to be followed as rigid regulations. They will be 
adjusted as appropriate to take into account the level of the course and any specific instructions 
given by a professor. For example, grades in first year courses are generally lower than in fourth 

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/
mailto:finaid@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/FinancialServices/index.cfm
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The writing shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical thinking. Written claims are 
supported by reasonable evidence. The work is addressed in some depth and/or breadth, with 
references to the appropriate literature and course material. Written analysis is organized 
around focal points. The text is generally well wr


