Fall 2017

Western University
Department of Visual Arts
VAS2246A - Digital Photography

Term/Session: Fall 2017

Time: Mondays and Wednesdays 2:30 - 5:30pm

Location: VAC 134/135

Professor: Colin Carney ccarney@uwo.ca

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:00pm - Rm 241B

Course Description

This is an introductory course examining a variety of technical and artistic approaches to digital
photography in the context of contemporary artistic practice. This course will offer students a technical
foundation for using DSLR cameras as well as for using Adobe Photoshop. Students will learn about
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Course Requirements

Attendance

Attendance, punctuality and preparedness for class are critical, as the teaching methods used will include
class critiques, lectures and studio work. Under University regulations, if a student misses 15% of their
classes, without written corroboration for health or bereavement, they can be debarred from participation
in final evaluations and/or critiques.

Studio Work

Class time will be devoted to lectures, tutorials, demonstrations, presentations, critiques and studio work


/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/

VISUAL ARTS Undergraduate Grading Guidelines — Studio

These guidelines are benchmarks, not to be followed as rigid regulations. They will be adjusted as
appropriate to take into account the level of the course and any specific instructions given by a professor.
For example, grades at the first year level are generally lower than at fourth year.

90-100 (Outstanding, A+)



Evaluation Breakdown:

10% In-Class Exercises

15% Project 1

15% Project 2

20% Project 3

20% Project 4

10% Presentation

10% Attendance & Participation

Western University Visual Arts Department

POLICIES
Student Conduct:
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity and academic
integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent with the general laws of the
community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, safety,
and property of all members of the University community and are expected to act in a responsible manner
within the University and the community at large.

Attendance:

A student who misses more than 15% of the course hours, without written corroboration for health or
bereavement, can be debarred from writing final exams, or participation in final studio evaluations. Note
that if a student consistently is absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15% cutoff and
can be debarred.

Prerequisites:

You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and that
you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of appeal. If
you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will receive no
adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing another’s words or
ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will not be tolerated. (Citation excerpted from Black’s Law
Dictionary, 1999, 7t ed., p.1170). (Refer to http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2017/pg113.html with
regards to academic penalties for plagiarism.) This includes presenting the visual or aural work of another
creator as your own. Visual or Aural Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such as drawing,
painting, printmaking and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video and sound. It
includes work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as well as self-
plagiarism — work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded for another course. Similar
to textual plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or aural work of others must be appropriately
cited/identified whether in print or orally. Failure to do so will lead to similar academic penalties as those
identified in Western’s Academic Calendar.

Medical Policy:

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams,
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to the
Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic
accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. See course outline for specific
arrangements regarding less than 10% of assignments.

Mental Wellbeing:
“Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Wellbeing
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental health/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.”

Building Access:


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2017/pg113.html
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/

The John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be closed at 10:00pm each night Monday to Friday. There will be
no after-hour access for undergraduate students. The Centre is open weekends 12:00pm-5:00pm unless
otherwise posted; access by side entrances only. Students should be prepared to vacate the building
promptly at 10:00pm and 5:00pm. You must also sign-in with the building monitors when working in the
workshop areas outside of regular office hours.

Permission re: Promotion

You grant permission for Western University to reproduce your name, information describing your
artwork, representations of your work and any other information you have provided for the purpose of
display, promotion and publicity either now or in the future.

By installing your artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you grant Western University an
irrevocable, perpetual, royalty-free world-wide licence to photograph your artwork and use such
photograph(s) for the promotion of your artwork and/or Western University, including, without limitation,
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