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Course Requirements 
 
Studio Assignments and Critique Discussions 
Critiques and shorter artwork discussion sessions are regularly scheduled in VAS 1025 and represent important 
assessment situations in the course. Student preparation and active participation in these sessions is a requirement 
of the course. In addition to affecting participation grades, students late or otherwise not prepared for scheduled 
critiques or discussions will forfeit the opportunity for class feedback on their work.   
 
Failure to complete assignments without prior consultation with instructor may result in a failing grade.  With prior 
discussion, students may hand in late work with 2% per day late penalty deducted from the assignment (Monday to 
Friday, weekend considered one day).  
 
It is expected that students take notes on all lectures, presentations, and class discussions.  A sketchbook or 
journal should be brought along to each class. 
 
Participation and Attendance 
Due to the intensive nature of VAS 1025 students will be required to work on some assignments independent of in-
class studio work. This may occasionally involve undertaking more than one way of working at a time.  In response, 
students should be prepared to spend at least one hour working outside of class for every hour of class time to 
meet the course requirements.  Studio space is available outside of class time as room scheduling permits. 
 
Attendance is mandatory and regularly taken. Students are expected to show up to every class, on time, and with 
the appropriate materials and must clean up after themselves at the end of each class. Students who miss class for 
medical reasons must present documented medical or bereavement excuses vetted through their academic advisor 
(see Department Medical Policy below)
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Grading Breakdown Per Term 
 

TERM ONE 
Project #1: Photo and Video      10% 
Project #2: Drawing       10% 
Project #3: Student Presentations     10% 
Project #4: Sculpture       10% 
Participation: Thoughtful participation in discussions and critiques   5% 
Attendance and Preparedness: 
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Materials 
 
Materials Storage 
Shared lockers will be assigned to students. It is your responsibility to maintain the use of this locker in a 
cooperative spirit and to ensure that it is locked and that the supplies of others are respected. 
 
1025 Basic Supplies 
All students are required to pay a materials fee of $30.00 to cover a student Safety Kit (10$) and class purchasing 
budget (20$) for collectively used materials. This fee is payable by cash or cheque (payable to Western University - 
Dept. Visual Arts) within the first two weeks of the course. 
 
Specific materials pertaining to individual assignments and media will always be discussed in class early enough so 
you will be able to purchase what you need in advance for your projects.  There will be times when you can share 
materials - this will also be discussed in class.  
 
Art Supply Stores: Please call ahead to confirm store hours  
Bijan’s Art Studio on Mill Street, north side, just off of Richmond Street, 2 blocks south of Oxford – right across 
from Barney's – free parking on Mill Street 519-439-1340 – on Richmond 6, Wellington 13 or University bus routes 
Curry’s  corner of Wharncliffe and Southdale (accessible by Wharncliffe bus, but quite out of the way) 
 
 
VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT POLICIES 
 
Safety and Maintenance Responsibilities in Drawing and Foundations 
 
Faculty Responsibilities: 

 Inform students about safe use of toxic materials and ensure that students are following safe procedures. In 
case of an emergency, call 911. 

 Instruct students in the proper use of the spray booth in room 230 if they wish to use aerosol fixatives. (The 
door of the booth must be closed when in use.) 

 At the end of each class, return props and drapes to the model closet. 

 At the end of each class, return space heaters and skeleton to room 206A, and opaque projectors, slide 
projectors, etc. to room 244. In the case of evening classes, equipment may be stored in your office and 
returned the next day. 

 Notify Marlene Jones of any burnt-out bulbs, broken or missing furniture, broken window blinds, etc. 

 Inform students about general cleanup (including removal of paint, etc., from table surfaces), about storage of 
work in progress, and removal of completed marked work. 

 Supervise students’ adherence to the maintenance requirements listed below, under the heading “Student 
Responsibilities”.  

 
Student Responsibilities:  

 When using paint, remember that some pigments are more hazardous than others. Take special care with 
cadmium colours, cobalt colours, manganese colours, zinc white, flake white, cerulean blue, vermilion red, 
burnt and raw umber. 

 Do not eat, drink or smoke while painting since there activities may lead to accidental ingestion of paint. 

 Use aerosol fixative only in the spray booth in Room 230 or outdoors. Fine mists from these sprays can 
penetrate deep into the lungs. 

 At the end of each class, remove work-in-progress from easels, A-frames and walls, and store these works in 
your locker or storage racks. 

 At the end of each class, clean all table surfaces. Throw used jars and other containers, and dirty rags and 
paper towels, into the garbage containers. 

 Take home all completed graded work. 

 Replace drawing boards in the model closet.
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The University of Western Ontario 
Visual Arts Department 

 
 
Visual Arts Department POLICIES 
 
Student Conduct: 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2017/pg113.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mental_health/
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http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/
mailto:finaid@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/financial_counselling.html

