
Western University
Department of Visual Arts
VAS 2204A
Intro to Drawing

Term/Session: ! Fall 2015!
Time! ! Monday and Wednesday 11:30am - 2:30pm! ! !  
Location! VAC 206!
Professor !      Colin Carney ccarney@uwo.ca ! ! !
OfÞce Hours      Monday 10:30 - 11:30am  Rm. 241B

Course Description/Objectives : 

This course is designed to introduce students to various foundational elements, both technical and 
critical, in contemporary drawing practices.Throughout this term, students will explore a variety of 
strategies and applications working toward ßuency and competence in their drawing endeavours. 
Opportunities for skill acquisition along with experimentation and discovery will be promoted through 
various exercises and projects. This course will also serve as an introduction for students to various 
historical contexts and critical concerns which surround contemporary drawing. A combination of in-class 
exercises, major projects, sketchbook development, readings, slide presentations and critiques will 
occupy weekly class time. his course aims to foster habitual creativity in students and to guide them 
toward the highest standards of execution in all exercises and projects.

Learning Outcomes:

Depth and Breadth of Knowledge
Students will acquire the range of skills required to engage in the material practice being studied

Re: Knowledge of Methodologies
Students wog

works to explore and develop further projects 

Course Requirements:

Attendance:  

Attendance, punctuality and preparedness for class are critical, as the teaching methods used will include 
class critiques, lectures and studio work. Under University regulations, if a student misses 15% of their 
classes, without written corroboration for health or bereavement, they can be debarred from participation 
in Þnal evaluations and/or critiques. 

Studio Work : 

Students are expected to work in the studio during class times, plus an additional 3 hrs/wk out of class. 
Students are expected to keep a sketchbook and have a minimum of one new drawing ready for 
presentation each class. 





production that is appropriate to the level of the course. The quality of studio work engages the viewer 
and demonstrates above-average mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, 
engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is very good.

70-74 (Good, B)
The studio work shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical thinking. It shows a good attempt to 
respond to assignment parameters. The work demonstrates some depth and/or breadth, making 
references to appropriate course material/art context. The studio production engages the viewer and 
demonstrates a sufÞcient mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with 
process and outcome of the studio production is satisfactory.

60-69 (Competent, C)
The studio work demonstrates adequate engagement with the project. It shows an attempt to respond to 
assignment parameters but does so at a very basic level that lacks creativity. Engagement with studio 
production demonstrates basic mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, 
engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is competent.

50-59 (Marginal, D)
The studio work shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with the material covered by 
the course. The studio work waivers in its attempt to respond to assignment parameters and tends to be 
simplistic. Engagement with studio production demonstrates less than a basic mastery of techniques. 
Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is 
less than satisfactory.

Below 50 (Unacceptable, F)
The studio work demonstrates a failure to comprehend/engage the topic. The studio work is incomplete 
and lacks redeeming creative merit. The work clearly does not meet the minimal requirements of the 
assignment. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio 
production is unacceptable.



Week 6 Figure Drawing
!
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POLICIES
Student Conduct:
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity and academic 
integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent with the general laws of the 
community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, safety, 
and property of all members of the University community and are expected to act in a responsible manner 
within the University and the community at large.

Attendance:
A student who misses more than 15% of the course hours, without written corroboration for health or 
bereavement, can be debarred from writing final exams, or participation in final studio evaluations. Note 
that if a student consistently is absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15% cutoff and 
can be debarred.

Prerequisites:
You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and that 
you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of appeal. 
If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will receive no 
adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed.

Plagiarism:
Plagiarism, which may be defined as ÒThe act or an instance of copying or stealing anotherÕs words or 
ideas and attributing them as oneÕs own,Ó will not be tolerated. (Citation excerpted from BlackÕs Law 
Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). (Refer to http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg113.html or the 
2015/2016 Western Academic Calendar, with regards to academic penalties for plagiarism.) 

Medical Policy:
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to the 
Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic accommodation 
cannot be granted by the instructor or department. See course outline for specific arrangements 
regarding less than 10% of assignments.

Building Access:
The John Labatt Visual  Arts Centre will be closed at 10:30 pm each night. There will be no after-hour 
access for undergraduate students. The Centre is open weekends 12:00 noon-5:00 pm. Students should 
be prepared to vacate the building promptly at 10:30 pm and 5:00 pm. You must also sign-in with the 
building monitors when working in the workshop areas outside of regular office hours.

Please remember:
One of the most important resources for course counselling, special permissions, course changes, grade 
appeals, etc., is the Undergraduate Chair of Visual Arts, Prof. David Merritt (tel. 519-661-3440; 
vaugc@uwo.ca). Please note, however, that should you encounter any serious difficulties due to illness, 
family emergency, etc., you should consult the Academic Counselor for your Faculty, IGA Building, Room 
1N20 (Ms. Amanda Green and Mr. Ben Hakala are the counselors for the Faculty of Arts and Humanities).

The Student Development Centre (WSS room 4111; tel: 519-661-3031; www.sdc.uwo.ca) offers a wide 
range of useful services to students including workshops on learning skills, career and employment 
services, and an effective writing program, amongst many more.

The D.B. Weldon Library offers orientation tours from the first week of classes until Thanksgiving, where 
you will get acquainted with the numerous research resources available. As well, the University libraries 
have an extremely useful website where you can search the library system, the databases, view your 
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circulation record, renew materials, access your UWO e-mail account, and much more. Check it out at: 
www.lib.uwo.ca.

Financial Aid Services is your main source of information for OSAP, bursaries, loans, scholarships, and 
the work-study program which offer part-time positions on campus for Western students. 
Tel: 519-661-2100; e-mail, finaid@uwo.ca; or check out their website at http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
student_finances/financial_counselling.html 

Mental Health:
ÒStudents who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.Ó

The University of Western Ontario
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Safety and Maintenance Sheet

Drawing and Foundations Courses

Faculty Responsibilities:

" Inform students about safe use of toxic materials and ensure that students are following safe 
procedures. In case of an emergency, call 911.

"




