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Special Topics Modern Art – Modern Art and the Sublime 
VAH 3395G Winter 2016 

Monday - 5:30-8:30pm, VAC 249  

 
Instructor: Margherita Papadatos 
Office Hours: Monday 4-5pm or by appointment, VAC RM. 240 
Email: mpapadat@uwo.ca 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
What do we mean when we use the term ‘sublime’? This word is often used casually in 
everyday speech as a description of something that is awe-inspiring or overwhelming, and 
yet it has very specific connotations in the history of Western thought that extend beyond 
such colloquial usage. This course develops a concept of the sublime and explores what it 
means for modern art, specifically regarding abstract expressionist painting. In working 
towards an understanding of the sublime in modern art we will move through its various 
iterations in the history of thought using specific thinkers, namely, Longinus, Edmund 
Burke, Immanuel Kant, Jacques Derrida, Jean-François Lyotard, and Slavoj Žižek, exploring 
how their theoretical interpretations can and have been applied to modern and 
contemporary artworks and artistic practices. Using Longinus and Burke the course will 
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first trace the development of the modern sublime with Kant, distinguishing its concerns 
from those of the sublime in Baroque art in the seventeenth century and the sublime in 
Romantic a
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POLICIES & CONDUCT 

 
Office Hours / Email: 
Please see the instructor during office hours if you are having difficulty with any aspect of 
the course, including readings or assignments. If you would like to speak with the 
instructor and cannot make it to office hours, please ask for an alternate appointment time 
via email. Expect a turnaround time of 24 hours in answering emails sent from Monday 
morning to Friday afternoon. Mail sent on Friday afternoon and over the weekend will be 
answered on Monday. 
 
Late Policies: 
Extensions, granted for valid reasons, must be negotiated BEFORE assignments are due. 
Late assignments will be penalized by 5% each day, unless appropriate documentation is 
provided. Accommodation for missed assignments, or attendance, totaling less than 10%, 
due to medical reasons, should be discussed directly with the instructor. If the assignment 
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Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). (Refer to 
www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg113.html# or the 2015/2016 Western Academic 
Calendar, p. 19, with regards to academic penalties for plagiarism). All assignments may be 
subject to review through plagiarism detection software. All assignments should be cited in 
Chicago Manual Style (preferable) or MLA. There are a number of excellent resources on 
how to use these styles available through Weldon Library.  
 
Mental Health Policy: 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/ for a complete list of options about how to 
obtain help. 
 
Building Access: 
The John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be closed at 10:00 pm each night. There will be no 
after-
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RESOURCES  

 
 
OWL SAKAI 
We will be using OWL/SAKAI for our online course site to supplement the in-class portion 
of the course. You will be able to access all course related information and materials there 
as well as a discussion link, course PowerPoint presentations, and various other resources 
of interest. Go to https://owl.uwo.ca/portal/site/owldocs. 
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materials and ideas is demonstrated. The writing is of appropriate length, and 
demonstrates mastery of techniques so that results are meaningful and not simplistic. 
Regarding research, a majority of the secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been 
consulted and proper citation has been used. 

 


