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encouraged to visit related collections of medieval objects at the Royal Ontario Museum, the 

University of Toronto Art Centre (Malcove Collection), and the Detroit Institute of Arts.  Please 

be sure to consult with me about other important collections should you have plans to travel 

further afield in either North America or Europe. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

 

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:  

 

Recognize the relationships that exist between early medieval cultural objects and the contexts of 

their production, presentation, and circulation 

 

Analyze and compare the characteristics of art and cultural production from different geographic 

areas of Europe and the Mediterranean 

 

Apply appropriate terminology to carry out visual analyses of works of art, architecture, and 

media, and gain knowledge of key methodological and theoretical frameworks employed in the 

study and analysis of art history and visual culture 

 

Identify individual works of medieval art and architecture by name, title, date, medium, and era 

of production 

 

Participate constructively in group discussions and present findings that demonstrate an 

intermediate level of visual literacy 

 

Enrich their understanding of twenty-first century art and society via engagement with cultural 

forms and practices of the past. 

 

Evaluation 

 

Fall Test (in class)    October 21    20% 

Fall Writing Assignment    November 18   25% 

Class Attendance and Participation 10% 

Final Examination (2 hours) December (TBA)  45% 

Total:          100% 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

Attendance and Class Participation  

Students are expected to attend all class sessions and be prepared for and participate in all 

lectures, discussions, and/or critiques.  Under University regulations, if a student misses 15% of 

his/her classes without written corroboration for health or bereavement, he/she can be debarred 

from participation in final tests, evaluations, assignments and/or critiques.  If a student is 

consistently absent from a 3-hour class for one hour, he/she will exceed the 15% cut-off. 

Please note that lectures will assume familiarity with the reading assignments (see course 

schedule below), and that in-class lectures will differ considerably from the textbooks. 

Class participation entails more than being bodily present in the room:  students are 

expected to demonstrate engagement with the course material (e.g., contributing to discussions 

and offering responses and opinions).  Students who attend all classes, but who do not 

participate, will receive no more than 7/10 for this component. 
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UWO Medical Policy 

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, 

exams, participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade 

must apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide 

documentation.  Academic accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department.  

For the UWO policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness, see:  

 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg117.html 

 

For the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see:  

 http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform_15JUN.pdf  

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg117.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform_15JUN.pdf
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg113.html
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/files/styleguides/Chicago.pdf
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Tests 

There will be one midterm test and a final examination, each consisting of some 

combination of the following: multiple choice questions; slide identifications; explanations of 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg118.html
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg119.html
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times of examination.  Should you need to receive an urgent phone call during class time, I 

ask that you first notify me at the beginning of class and that you keep your phone on vibrate 

and step out of the classroom to receive the call.  

4. Culture of Respect and Code of Student Conduct:  All students will conduct themselves in a 

manner consistent with the Code of Student Conduct and treat all members of the Western 

community with respect.  See:  http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg116.html, with 

link to the full Code of Student Conduct,    

5. Enrollment in the course constitutes an agreement to participate in class and to take tests and 

exams.  Make-up tests and exams will not be given except under extreme circumstances (and 

only with official documentation approved by the Dean’s office). 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 
 

**Supplementary readings may also be assigned.  Please note that some minor modifications to 

the outline may occur.  

 

Class of September 16 

Introduction: Late Antiquity 

Topics:  Historical circumstances in the late Roman empire. 

Overview of Roman art and architecture, first through third centuries C.E.; 

transformations of the classical tradition. 

Reading:   Stokstad, 1–9; Nees, 17–29 (recommended) 

 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg116.html
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Class of October 14 

The Golden Age of Byzantium, Fifth to Seventh Centuries 

Topics: The age of Emperor Justinian: historical and cultural circumstances. 

Byzantine art and architecture in Constantinople and Ravenna. 

Mosaics, the sumptuary arts, and manuscript illumination. 

Reading:   Stokstad, 45–74; Nees, 99–104, 122–123 (recommended) 

 

 

Class of October 21 

***MIDTERM TEST (first class hour) 

The Golden Age of Byzantium, Fifth to Seventh Centuries (continued); Image-Making and 

Image-“Breaking”: Icons and the Iconoclastic Controversy  

Reading:  Stokstad, 45–74; Nees, 137–151 (recommended) 

 

 

Class of October 28 

Arts of Islam 

Topics: Mohammed and the formation of a new religion, ca. 610–632 C.E. 

The mosque and decorative arts after the seventh century. 

Islam, the West, and cultural interactions. 

Reading:   Stokstad, 143–153 

 

 

Class of November 4 

Art of the Migration Era 

Topics:   Wandering peoples and portable arts.   

  The Sutton Hoo ship burial. 

Missions and monasticism in the British Isles. 

Anglo-Saxon art. 

Hiberno-Saxon manuscript illumination. 

Reading:   Stokstad, 78-100; Nees, 153–171 (recommended) 

 

 

Class of November 11 

Carolingian Art and Architecture: Renovatio Imperii Romani 

Topics: Charlemagne and the imperial tradition. 

Carolingian architecture, painting and sculpture. 

Manuscript illumination, ivory carving and metalwork. 

Reading:   Stokstad, 101–26; Nees, 173–193 (recommended) 

 

 

Class of November 18 

FALL WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE 

Carolingian Art and Architecture (continued) 

 

 C

 



         

http://www.medievalart.org/
http://labyrinth.georgetown.edu/
http://www.pims.ca/
http://www.medievalacademy.org/
http://hcl.harvard.edu/research/guides/maa
http://ica.princeton.edu/


http://www.tcnj.edu/~chazelle/emf.html
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook.asp
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If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will receive no 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg113.html
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/
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Financial Aid Services is the main source of information about OSAP, bursaries, loans, 

scholarships, and the work-study program which offers part-time positions on campus for 

Western students. Check out the website at www.registrar.uwo.ca/FinancialServices/index.cfm. 
 

The University of Western Ontario 

Department of Visual Arts 

 

http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/FinancialServices/index.cfm
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