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Patrick	–	Retirement	Gathering	Speech	–	May	11,	2023	
Good	Afternoon…	
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…As	an	important	aside,	I	think	what	I’m	describing	truly	resonates	in	a	wonderful	
exhibition	which	is	on	right	now	–	just	down	the	glass	hallway,	in	the	ArtLab.		
	
Initiated	by	Department	Chair,	Alena	Robin,	curated	by	PhD	student,	Asher	Mobeen,	
and	featuring	our	newest	colleagues	Soheila	Esfahani,	Jessica	Karuhanga,	and	Sheri	
Nault,	the	project	and	its	spirit	embodies	a	quality	of	integration	on	numerous	
levels.		
I	suggest	you	give	the	show	–	indeed,	
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Lennon	and	John	Hatch	and	others,	kept	a	light	in	the	window	in	terms	of	making	
the	connection	between	the	University	and	the	London	community.		
	
Also,	when	I	arrived	here	and	subsequently,	the	McIntosh	Gallery	at	Western,	and	
Museum	London	were	significant	contexts	where	I	found	mutual	opportunities	and	
supports,	and	where	ongoing	art	stewardship,	care	and	leadership	helped	
strengthen	the	art	and	cultural	spheres	locally	and	far	beyond….	as	they	continue	to	
do	in	remarkable	ways.	We	all	owe	them	a	debt	of	our	gratitude	for	that.	
_______________________________________	
	
To	pick	up	a	bit	further	on	the	topic	of	intention	and	integration,	I	want	to	add	that	
the	sort	of	learning	I	had	done	in	communities	prior	to	coming	here	has	ultimately	
flowered	while	I’ve	been	in	London	and	at	Western,	in	ways	I	could	never	have	
imagined.		
	
The	project	Art	&	Cold	Cash	with	Ruby	Argnanaaq,	Jack	Butler,	Sheila	Butler	and	
William	Noah,	and	Immersion	Emergencies	and	Possible	Worlds	(about	water),	with	
Gu	Xiong,	Soheila	Esfahani	and	many	other	artists,	taught	me	so	much	about	true	
collaboration	and	shared	vision.		
	
And	recently,	GardenShip	and	State,	co-curated	by	my	good	friend	and	collaborator	
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…involved	a	reflection	by	Jamelie	Hassan	--	commenting	on	the	role	that	art	and	
culture	play	in	change	making:	
	
“I’m	not	part	of	those	people	who	say	art	cannot	make	change	happen…	that	we	
cannot	transform	the	negative	into	a	positive….	I’m	not	part	of	that	thinking	at	all.	I	
believe	that	our	collective	work	together	has	had	a	powerful	impact	on	the	thinking	of	
a	younger	generation.”	
	
Jamelie:	I	believe	that,	too.



	


