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On	“Freedom”	and	Flags	

Two	troubling	emblems	of	the	Truckers’	Protest	were	the	use	of	the	word	“freedom”	to	
signify	the	group’s	objectives,	and	the	deployment	of	Canadian	flags	in	ways	that	have	not	
been	seen	in	this	country	before.	It’s	a	fair	guess	that	many	of	us	probably	became	quite	
tired	–	perhaps	quickly	became	tired	–	of	those	agitating	representations.		
	
Late	in	the	
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To	summarize,	I’m	simply	reminding	us	here	that	free	expression	requires	the	absence	of	
oppressive	structures,	but	it	doesn’t	operate	in	a	vacuum,	when	we	have	access	to	it.		
	
One	other	broad	perspective	on	‘freedom’	deserves	some	note,	before	turning	to	the	letter:		
an	article	in	last	Saturday’s	Globe	and	Mail,	by	U	of	T	Philosophy	professor,	Mark	Kingwell,	
was	entitled,	“When	Language	gets	in	the	way	of	Truth.”	It	was	somewhat	helpful	in	
addressing	the	idea	that,	“true	freedom	is	not	(about)	doing	whatever	the	hell	you	want….”	
A	further	assertion	is	helpful	here,	even	if	it	doesn’t	go	quite	far	enough:	“There	is	such	a	
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During	the	Spring	and	Summer	of	last	year,	the	flag	at	half-mast	was	a	fraught	reminder	of	
the	history	of	the	treatment	of	Indigenous	people	on	this	land,	and	of	the	tremendous	
amount	of	work	still	to	do	towards	reparation	and	economic	justice.		
	
Without	intending	to	tokenize	the	Residential	School	subject	with	this	brief	mention,	I	
would	submit	that	its	importance	needs	not	to	be	in	any	way	eclipsed	by	the	problems	
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all the economic and social uncertainties? Yah, it was, but we persevered because we 
fundamentally believe that culture is necessary for our individual and collective healing, and 
that we need to safeguard the freedom of expression at the heart of cultural and artistic 


