Writing for the Arts

VA 9586B / 9686B — Winter 2021
Tuesdays 11:30 am — 12:30 pm
1 hour synchronous + asynchronous

Yinka Shonibare, The American Library, detail, 2018

Professor Sarah Bassnett

Email: sarah.bassnett@uwo.ca

Virtual office hours — Tuesdays 2 — 2:30 pm via zoom

Class time: Tuesdays 11:30 am — 12:30 pm + asynchronous

Course Description:
This seminar is for MA, MFA, and PhD students who hope to contribute to public discourse on the visual arts.

We consider different forms of evaluative, expository, and narrative writing in relation to recent exhibitions
and other events in the world of visual art. Concentrating on op-
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The workshops are an important part of this course, and in order to receive feedback, you need to
circulate a draft of your writing before the workshop. Also, in order to offer constructive feedback to
peers, you need to be present and prepared (having read the workshop submissions). When we
workshop writing, each person will have a few minutes to offer feedback to the author. You should also
prepare a written blurb summarizing your comments, which you will submit to the author after the
discussion of their writing. We will review how to offer constructive feedback early in the course.

Opinion piece — 25%

The term op-ed means fiopposite the editorial page,0 because in the era of print newspapers, opinion
pieces by individuals were published opposite editorials written by newspaper staff. Now, many media
outlets publish op-eds online and even produce newsletters of opinion and analysis from a variety of
authors, often providing a platform for diverse opinions. Examples include The Guardian, The New York
Times, and The Conversation. Opinion writing is based on research and conveys a specific viewpoint.
Your opinion piece should be approximately 1000 words. There are two stages to this assignment: a draft
for the workshop, and the final submission.

Presentation — 10%

Select a catalogue essay that offers a model for the essay you plan to write. Scan and submit the essay
to me by February 23. You will be responsible for presenting an overview and moderating the class
discussion on the essay. In addition, you should outline plans for your own catalogue essay.

Catalogue essay — 40%

This assignment is a 2000-word essay suitable for an exhibition catalogue. It should focus on a body of
work by one artist, but it does not have to relate to an actual exhibition. There are two stages to this
assignment: a draft for the workshop, and the final submission.

POLICIES ON LATE OR MISSED ASSESSMENTS
Extensions, granted for valid reasons, must be negotiated before assignments are due. Late assignments will be
penalized by 5% each day. Exceptions to the late penalties are outlined below under academic consideration.

Academic Consideration:

The University recognizes that a studentis ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on occasion, be impaired
by extenuating circumstances, including short-term illness or injury. Reasonable academic consideration is a
cooperative process between the University, the student, and academic staff. All participants in the process must act in
good faith, and fulfil their respective obligations, if it is to succeed.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
All work for the course MUST be entirely your own. All sources that you use for your assignments must be accurately
cited. If you have doubts about how and when to cite sources, it is better to err on the side of caution. Consult the
academic integrity lesson on OWL and / or consult with me before assignment due dates. All course work must be
completed specifically for this course. Submitting the same work for credit in more than one course is considered
cheating. Plagiarism and cheating are very serious academic offences and they will be dealt with strictly. Plagiarism
includes:
e Quoting verbatim or almost verbatim from any source, including all electronic
sources, without acknowledgement.
* Adopting someone else's line of thought, argument, or supporting evidence without
acknowledgement;
e Submitting someone else's work, in any form, without acknowledgement;
< Knowingly representing another personis idea as one's own.
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(PhD / MA) Needs substantial improvement in one or more areas
(PhD studio / MFA) Needs substantial improvement in one or more areas
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