
 October 11, 2024 

The meeting was held at 1:33 at the Somerville House, Great Hall 

SENATORS:   
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

G. Little offered a Land Acknowledgement.
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Immersion program in Trois-Pistoles and commented on the extensive consultation conducted 
as part of the decision-making process. The Provost also noted that another university may 
take on the program.  

REPORT OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT (RESEARCH) 

P. Pexman, Vice-President (Research), provided a verbal update on research activities and 
began her report announcing that Alison Al�Oan was appointed for a five-year term as Associate 
Vice-President (Research), effective October 1, 2024. She also advised on the ongoing 
leadership search for the Rotman Institute of Philosophy and the Western Academy for 
Advanced Research.

P. Pexman continued her report by updating Senate on the research funding application 
pressures and expressed gratitude to researchers on campus along with the Western Research 
team for the first successes in this fiscal year.

P. 
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REPORT OF THE SENATE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

On behalf of the Senate Nominating Committee, S. Schmid provided the report of the 
Nominating Committee.   

ITEM 7.1 – Membership – Selection/Review Committee for the Vice-Provost 
(Academic Planning, Policy & Faculty) 

Senate was advised that Robert Monti was nominated by the Nominating Committee and 
withdrew his nomination subsequently.  

Donna Kotsopoulos and Walter Rushlow were nominated by the Nominating Committee and 
Sophie Roland was nominated from the floor of Senate. Donna Kotsopoulos, Sophie Roland 
and Walter Rushlow were acclaimed to serve on the Selection/Review Committee for the 
Vice-Provost (Academic Planning, Policy & Faculty).

REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC POLICY 

On behalf of the Senate Committee on Academic Policy, K. Yeung presented the report of the 
Policy Committee.  

ITEM 8.1 – School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: Revisions to the Policy on 
“Thesis” and Related Procedure for Thesis Formats and Content 

It was moved by L. Graham, seconded by L. Lingard, 

That on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on Academic Policy, Senate 
approve that effective October 11, 2024, the Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies policy 
on “Thesis” be revised as shown in Item 8.1. 

CARRIED 

REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC CURRICULUM AND AWARDS 
(ACA) 

On behalf of the Senate Committee on Academic Curriculum and Awards, S. Roland presented 
the ACA report.  

ITEM 9.1 – Faculty of Arts and Humanities and Faculty of Social Science, Department of 
Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies: Introduction of a Major in Black Studies 

In response to a question of clarification, I. Paul, Acting Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, addressed the Program’s response to the external reviewers’ recommendation #2 
and stated that engagement with the 
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It was moved by M. Cleveland, seconded by G. Beckett, 

That on the recommendation of ACA, and conditional on approval by the Quality Council, 
Senate approve that effective September 1, 2025, a Major in Black Studies be 
introduced by the Department of Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies in the 
Faculties of Arts and Humanities and Social Science as shown in Item 9.1. 

CARRIED 

ITEM 9.2 – Faculty of Health Sciences, Arthur Labatt Family School of Nursing: 
Revisions to the Policies on “Nursing Applicants” and “Progression Requirements – 
Nursing” 

It was moved by R. Graham, seconded by M. Cleveland, 

That on the recommendation of ACA, Senate approve that effective September 1, 2024, 
the policies on “Nursing Applicants” and “Progression Requirements – Nursing” be 
revised as shown in Item 9.2.   

CARRIED 

REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH BOARD (URB) 

On behalf of the University Research Board, P. Pexman presented the URB report and briefly 
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REPORT FROM THE SENATE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 
Information Items Reported by the Nominating Committee: 
 

- ITEM 13.2(a) – Temporary Replacement for the Committee Member: Subcommittee on 
Program Review – Undergraduate (SUPR-U). 
 

 REPORT FROM THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON ACADEMIC POLICY 
 

 ITEM 13.3(a) – Faculty of Engineering: Revisions to the Policies on “Progression 
Requirements – 
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 ITEM 13.4(e) – Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, Department of Microbiology and 
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