
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       February 15, 2024 

 
The meeting was held at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

  
 A. Zecevic offered a Land Acknowledgement.  
  
 MINUTES OF PRIOR MEETING 

  
S.24-26 ITEM 2.0 – Minutes of the Meeting of December 1, 2023 
  
 It was moved by C. Steeves, seconded by L. Henderson, 
  
  That the minutes of the meeting of January 19, 2024, be approved as circulated. 
  
 CARRIED 
  
S.24-27 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
  
 At the January Senate meeting, during the discussion of the results generated from the National 

Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), a question was asked regarding the indicators 
associated with writing assignments and the feedback provided by instructors. A detailed 
breakdown of effective teaching practices is attached to the minutes as Appendix "A". 
 
Additionally, S. Lewis, Vice-Provost (Academic Programs) commented on the effective teaching 
practices and indicated that these results are currently being reviewed to provide forthcoming 
training and resources for instructors. S. Lewis responded to questions of clarification regarding 
the instructions that could be provided to students when completing the NSSE survey and what 
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S.24-29 REPORT OF THE PROVOST 
  
 F. Strzelczyk, Provost & Vice-President (Academic) reported on the updates and initiatives under 

her portfolio and began her report by providing a budget update. She noted that a broad 
consultation process is underway and that the date for the budget-related town hall will be 
confirmed soon. 
 
The Provost provided a brief overview of current leadership search efforts and announced that 
Julian Birkinshaw was named the new Dean of the Ivey Business School. 
 
The Provost reported the offer letters and voluntary separation packages have been shared with 
Brescia faculty and non-academic staff. She acknowledged the efforts of Human Resources and 
Faculty Relations in the consultation process for Brescia staff and faculty. The Provost continued 
her update by reporting on the Student Fair at Brescia and the onsite registration assistance that 
will be provided to Brescia students. 
 
The Provost concluded her report by giving a presentation on the Provost’s Convocation Task 
Force (Appendix B). F. Strzelczyk provided a high-level overview of the work carried out by the 
Provost Convocation Task Force and outlined the key findings. Next steps in the consultation 
process were described. 
 

S.24-30 REPORT OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT (RESEARCH) 

 P. Pexman, Vice-President (Research), provided an update on Western’s research activities and 
began her remarks by sharing insights on research security following the recent visit of the 
Research Advisor to the Research Security Centre, who provided broader information on the 
implementation of the newly adopted policy and risks mitigation strategies. Additionally, she 
shared information on collaborative efforts with other Ontario institutions to address the 
misalignment between federal and provincial levels regarding research security profiles. 
 
P. Pexman continued her report with an update on the successful CIHR project results. However, 
she noted that Western's project success rate is below the national average. P. Pexman informed 
Senators that the decrease in the number of applications is currently a nationwide trend. 
 
Additionally, she shared information on efforts aimed at supporting and enhancing Western's 
internal funding opportunities and processes.  
 
P. Pexman concluded her report by providing an update on the Research Engagement 
Collaborative Alliance with Partners (RECAP). 

  
 REPORT OF THE SENATE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
  
S.24-31 ITEM 7.1 – Membership – 
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S.24-32 ITEM 7.2 – Membership – Senate Committee on University Teaching Awards (SUTA) 
  
 Aleksandra Zecevic was acclaimed to SUTA as a faculty member for a term ending June 

30, 2024. 
  
S.24-33 ITEM 7.3 – Membership – Subcommittee on Program Review – Undergraduate 

(SUPR-U)
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• Concerns were voiced that the proposed October timing for Reading Week, introduces 
potential difficulties for first-year students, especially international students.  

• A proposal was suggested to move Fall Reading Week in years in which there are not 
enough Mondays as instructional days.  

  
 It was moved by J. Toswell, seconded by A. Liu, 
  
 To amend the original motion to a one-year time frame.  
  
 CARRIED 

 
 It was moved by C. Steeves, seconded by L. Henderson, 
  
 That on the recommendation of the Senate Committee on Academic Policy, Senate 

approve that effective September 1, 2024 
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 CARRIED 
  
S.24-38 ITEM 9.3 – Faculty of Arts and Humanities: Introduction of a Subject Area in “School for 

Advanced Studies in Arts and Humanities” 
  
 On behalf of the Senate Committee on Academic Curriculum and Awards, S. Roland presented 

the Introduction of a Subject Area in “School for Advanced Studies in Arts and Humanities”. 
  
 It was moved by C. Steeves, seconded by L. Henderson, 
  
 That ACA approve and recommend to Senate that effective September 1, 2024, a subject 

area in “School for Advanced Studies in Arts and Humanities” be introduced by the Faculty 
of Arts and Humanities and included in Category B for Breadth Requirements for 
Graduation, as shown in Item 9.3. 

  
 CARRIED 
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 CARRIED 
  
S.24-40 ITEM 10.2 – Update on Budget and Planning 
  
 F. Strzelczyk, Provost & Vice-President (Academic) provided a presentation on the budget and 

the budget-planning process (Appendix E). She commented on both external and internal factors 
impacting the budget, the distribution of the 2022-23 operating revenues, and budget priorities 
for this cycle. Additionally, F. Strzelczyk outlined the further steps that would occur before budget 
approval. 

  
S.24-41 REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC COLLEAGUE 
  
 P. Barmby presented the Report of the Academic Colleague for information. She reported that 

the COU Academic Colleagues met on January 13 and 14, 2024 . The main highlights from 
these meetings included: 
 

• Report from the representative of the Ontario Undergraduate Student Alliance (OUSA).  
• Budgetary concerns and sustainability within educational institutions. 
• Progress update on the Blue-ribbon panel. 
• Release of COU’s response to the federal announcement on the international student 

cap. 
  
S.24-42 
 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 REPORT FROM THE OPERATIONS / AGENDA COMMITTEE (OAC) 
  
S.24-43 Information Items Reported by OAC on Unanimous Consent: 
 - ITEM 13.1(a) – Appointment of Officers of Convocation 

- ITEM 13.1(b) – Senate Membership – Vacancies Filled by Appointment 
  
 REPORT FROM THE SENATE NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
  
S.24-44 
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 That on the recommendation of ACA, Senate approve that effective September 1, 2024, the 

admission and program requirements of the Honours Specialization in Kinesiology – BA, 
Honours Specialization in Kinesiology – BSc, Honours Specialization in Clinical Kinesiology, 
and Major in Kinesiology be revised as shown in Item 13.3(a). 

  
 CARRIED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  
S.24-46  ITEM 13.3(b)(ii) – Faculty of Health Sciences, School of Health Studies: Withdrawal of the 

Honours Specialization in Health Sciences – Health Promotion 
  
 It was moved by C. Steeves, seconded by L. Henderson, 
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S.24-49 
 

 
ITEM 13.3(c)(iii) – School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies: Major Modification to the 
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S.24-53 Information Items Reported by ACA on Unanimous Consent: 
  
 - ITEM 13.3(d)– Report of the Subcommittee on Program Review – Graduate (SUPR-G): 

Cyclical Review of the Graduate Program in Music 
- ITEM 13.3(e) – Revised 2024-25 Sessional Dates for Medicine, Schulich School of 

Medicine & Dentistry 
- ITEM 13.3(f) – New Donor-




















