
 
 

November 12, 2021 
 

 
The meeting was held at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom. 
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Discussions were initiated with partners in the Ontario Council of University Libraries for the 
possibility of adding repository services to their shared services, however, they were delayed 
due to the pandemic. Discussions will resume to develop a project proposal for a consortium 
platform that is owned and operated by University Libraries as opposed to by a commercial 
publisher. 
 
C. Steeves noted that Western Libraries negotiate licenses collectively through a national group 
called the Canadian Research Knowledge Network (CRKN), advocating for a sustainable 
scholarly publishing model that aims to address the stranglehold commercial publishers have. 
Open access principles have been integrated into the negotiations, advocating for 
transformative agreements. In 2020, CRKN formed a Stakeholder Alignment Group, in which 
the President participated, along with leaders from other research institutions. As a result, the 
negotiated deal with Elsevier was reduced significantly by 12.5% in costs, and a 20% discount 
in article processing charges for authors.  
 
A Senator presented a series of questions on the draft policy, on behalf of their constituency: 
 

• Definitions: What constitutes open access? 
• Scope: Which students and what work is covered under the policy?  
• Opt-out policy: Consequences for choosing not to deposit in the open access 

depository?  
 

C. Steeves responded that the definition suggestion is very important and will be considered by 
the task force. Scholars have the option to opt-out with no
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 REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH BOARD 
  
S.21-227       ITEM 9.1 – Research Park Plans 
  
 L. Rigg, (Vice-President, Research) provided an update on the Western Research Park 

Strategic Framework.  
  
S.21-228        ITEM 9.2 – Research Strategic Plan 
  
 L. Rigg presented the draft Mobilize for Impact Strategic Research Plan for information and 

discussion.  
 
A Senator submitted a question in advance, requesting clarification on what decolonization 
means in the context of the plan. The Senator also noted that many documents about research 
impact highlight "success”, however, "failure" is also an important part of knowledge discovery. 
 
L. Rigg noted that equity, diversity, inclusion and decolonization are fundamental to research. 
It i
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production and public connection; works against the core values of EDID and militates 
against community-building; and violates privacy rights by exposing personally 
identifiable information  
and whereas the lanyard initiative bypassed the governance oversight of the Senate, 
Board of Governors and Faculty Councils and failed to consult with student groups, 
UWOSA or UWOFA  
… be it resolved that FIMS Faculty Council opposes its implementation and asks 
Western administration to discontinue the initiative immediately. 

 
L. Logan advised the visitor registration program has not been launched and visitors currently 
do not need to register, however, they must comply with the visitor procedure under the 
vaccination policy (MAPP 3.1.1).  
A. Shepard noted that students, faculty and staff from the affiliated University Colleges are not 
considered visitors under the vaccination policy. 
 
Consultations were not carried out with members of the campus community, as it falls under 
the administration’s authority for campus safety and security, similar to the vaccination policy. 
 
A. Shepard apologized to the Western community for the miscommunication about the 
intentions of the identification system.  
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