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this goal. He noted that a public announcement has not yet been made, and that further 
information regarding a formal celebration of this milestone will be forthcoming over the next few 
months. 
 
The President reported that the March Break Open House was successful with over 6,700 
prospective undergraduate students and their families and friends in attendance. 
 
J. Deakin, Provost and Vice-President (Academic) announced to Senators that Jane Goodall 
would be awarded an Honorary Degree at a Special Convocation Ceremony to be held April 25th. 
An invitation for Senators will follow.   
 
 

S.18-48 UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGENDA
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S.18-51 Notice of Motion on Proposed Intellectual Property Policy 

Senate, at its meeting on February 16, 2018 received a Notice of Motion regarding the Proposed 
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It was moved by J. Hatch, seconded by M. Vandenbosch,  
 

That the HBA admission requirements through the Advanced Entry Opportunity (AEO) 
program be revised as shown in Exhibit V, Appendix 1, effective September 1, 2018. 

 
CARRIED 

 
S.18-53 Brescia University College: Withdrawal of the Minor in French for Food and Nutritional 

Sciences 

It was moved by A. Chant, seconded by P. Bishop,  

That effective September 1, 2018, admission to the Minor in French for Food and 
Nutritional Sciences be discontinued and that the Minor be withdrawn. 

  
CARRIED (By Unanimous Consent) 

 
S.18-54 Revisions to the “Course Credit” Policy – Introduction of Discovery Credits 

J. Doerksen, Vice-Provost (Academic Programs and Students) gave an overview of the proposal 
for Senators. 
 
Discussion included the following: 
 

 Discovery Credits can be used as elective courses, and not towards mandatory courses 
that are part of a module. 
 

 Programs will have the ability to exclude themselves from Discovery Credits by 
designating that they will not accept or recognize Discovery Credits. Such exceptions 
would need to be channeled through SCAPA and Senate for approval. J. Doerksen 
informed Senators however, that the intention was for the policy to be inclusive and 
expressed concern about programs opting out of Discovery Credits as it may raise the 
level of confusion for students. 

 

 First-year students are not eligible to take a Discovery Credit course since they are not 
registered in a module, yet. Discovery Credit courses cannot be used towards mandatory 
courses that are either required for admission into a module or are part of a module.   
 

 A pass/fail from a Discovery Credit course may be converted to a numerical grade if it 
becomes needed as a mandatory course later on (e.g., for an external accreditation 
program). The Registrarôs Office will hold the numerical grade. 
 

 The Bachelor of Music program is excluded from Discovery Credits because it is a 
professional program. The Discovery Credits policy applies only to modular programs.  

 
A friendly amendment was made to clarify Point 3 and Point 8 in the Calendar Copy as follows: 
 

3. Student Eligibility:  
a) Only students identified as Undergraduate Students registered in a first 

entry undergraduate degree program at Western are eligible.  
b) The following are NOT eligible to select Discovery Credit courses: First-

year students, Visiting Students, Special Students, and Graduate Students  
c) Undergraduate students placed on academic probation may be eligible to 

participate with permission of the Dean. 
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It was moved by J. Hatch, seconded by M. Milde,  
 

That the ñCourse Creditò policy be revised effective September 1, 2018 as shown in 
Exhibit V, Appendix 2, with the amendments noted above, 
 
CARRIED 
 

S.18-55 Information Items Reported by the Senate Committee on Academic Policy and Awards 
 
Exhibit V, Report of the Senate Committee on Academic Policy and Awards, contained the 
following items that were received for information by unanimous consent: 
 

 SUPR-G Report: Cyclical Reviews ï English, Microbiology and Immunology, 
Pathologistsô Assistant (Pathology) 

 New Scholarships and Awards 

 Report of the Subcommittee on Teaching Awards (SUTA) 
 
J. Hatch congratulated the recipients of the 2017-2018 Westernôs Excellence in Teaching 
Awards. The list of award winners was included in Exhibit IV, as Appendix 5, and was distributed 
by email prior to the Senate meeting. 
 
 
REPORT OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY PLANNING [Exhibit V] 
 

S.18-56  Western’s Student Mental Health and Wellness Strategic Plan – Final Report 
 
J. Doerksen, Vice-Provost (Academic Programs) provided an overview of Westernôs Student 
Mental Health and Wellness Strategic Plan for Senators. He acknowledged 
R. Ezekiel (Interim Senior Director, Student Experience) and D. Chiodo (Mental Health Strategist) 
for their contributions in developing the plan. 
 
He highlighted the planôs four key pillars as: (1) promote and support a resilient campus 
community; (2) develop and deliver effective mental health and wellness education; (3) inclusive 
curriculum and pedagogy to support student mental health, and (4) provide accessible and 
effective mental health and wellness services. 
 
In response to a question regarding the planned renovations to Thames Hall, J. Deakin explained 
that all activities currently housed in the Thames Hall gym would be moved to a new facility to be 
built in the Student Recreation Centre. 
 
It was moved by J. Deakin, seconded by K. Miller,  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ________________________________ 
A. Chakma      K. Kwan 
Chair       Secretary 
 

 


