
“Emancipation” in /and the Afterlife of Slavery    

Course Proposal – Erica S. Lawson 

This essay- and presentation-based graduate seminar examines what Rinaldo Walcott describes 
as “the long emancipation” signaling the unfulfilled promise of freedom despite the legal end to 
Black people’s enslavement. It engages provocations and disruptions to challenge complacent 
readings of democratic liberalism – or what Charles Mills describes as “racial liberalism.”1 The 
seminar is informed by the structural violence of the transatlantic slave trade and its 
manifestations in what Saidiya Hartman signals as the afterlife of slavery - that is, skewed life 
chances for African descendants in the Black diaspora (extended to continental Africans). We 
will examine contested ideas and arguments about freedom, rights, and racial progress, drawing 
on 



 
Here are some of the criteria that I use to assess written work: 

�x Good grammar and sentence structure 
�x Clear and precise use of language (i.e. clear definitions of terms) 
�x Concise articulation of the issue or problem that the paper addresses 
�x Coherent development of arguments 
�x Arguments supported with clear evidence 
�x Close attention to proper citations  
�x An examination and interpretation of arguments in ways that illuminate hidden 

assumptions, meanings, contradictions, or inconsistency (in other words, an analytic 
rather than an overly descriptive assessment of the topic/issue). 

 
GSWS Grading Criteria (see WSFR Handbook for details): 

· A+ (90 to 100) – Excellent work 
· A (80 and up) - Superior work 
· B (70 to 79) Good work, meeting all requirements, and eminently satisfactory 
· C (60 and up) – Competent work, meeting requirements 
· D (50 to 59) – Fair work, minimally acceptable  
· F (49 and down) – Assignment does not apply to course; basic requirements are unmet; 

plagiarism) 
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