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      W e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P h i l o s o p h y  

 
Philos ophy 3870G (001): Philos ophy of  Social  Science  

2022-23 
 

 
 
Classes 
 
M onday 10:30- 12:30, Wednes day  11:30-12:30 UC  1225 
 
 
Instructors  
 
Denni s  Klim chuk         
klimchuk@uwo.ca   ||   StvH  4150  ||   (519) 661-2111 x 85758 
Office  hou rs:  Mondays  10-11 
 
Varun  Ravi kum ar         
vravi ku@uwo.ca   ||   WIR B  7107 
Office  hou rs:  Thurs days  12-1 
 
Klimchuk  will teach  nine  of  the  weeks  we  will me et  and  grad e the  long pap ers  and  ex am s.   
Ravikum ar  will teach  thr ee of  th e  weeks  we  will meet  and  grad e the  short  papers.  
 
 
Description 
 
A survey of a number of core phil os ophi cal quest i ons raised in and about t he soci al scien ces, for 
exam pl e: Can, and ought, the soci al scienc es aspi r e to object i vi t y? Is the go al of the soci al 
sciences expl anat i on, pre di ct i on, unders t andi ng, prescri pt i on or some comb i nat i on? Is so ci al life 
governed by la ws?   Exa mpl es will be drawn fro m a number of soci al s ciences, esp eci al l y (
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Objectives 
 
This cours e has t wo  main object i ves. The first is to introduce student s to the phil os ophy of the 
soci al scienc es and to a number of phil os ophi cal l y interes t i ng quest i ons raised in the soci al 
sciences.  Th e second  is t o help them  devel op the skil l s phil os ophy requi res:  carefu l readi ng, 
crit i cal thinki ng, and clea r writ i ng.  
 
 
Texts 
 
All  readi ngs  will be  avai l abl e onli ne, on the  cours e  OWL  pag e, in  the  Reso urces  folde r.  
 
 
Requirements and evaluation 
 
(1) Ther e will be  two  opt i ons  for essays:  
 

(a)  You  may  choos e  to  writ e  two  short  papers  (5-6 doubl e -spac ed  pages ): 30% x 2 =  60%.  
There will be  thr ee topi cs  for you to  choos e  from,  each  with  its  own  due  dat e.    You  may  
writ e  any  two.   You  may  also  writ e  a  third  pap er,  in  which  case your  best  t wo  grades  will 
count  toward  your  final  grade . Th ese pap ers  will not  requi re  any  rese arch.  
 
See the  docum ent  “Short  essays,”  unde r  the  Syll abus  tab  on the  cours e  OW L  site,  for 
more  detai l s.  
 

(b)  Alternat i vel y,  you may  choos e  to  writ e  one  longer  (10-12 doubl e -spa ced p a ges)  res ear ch  
paper , wo rt h  60%.  This  paper  will engag e  with  work  on a  topi c  in  a  soci al  science,  
bringi ng to  bear  on it materi al  and  issue s  we  have  discus s ed  in  this  cours e.   This  may  be  
an  attract i ve  opti on fo r student s  comi ng from  the  s oci al  scienc es.   You  will need  to  
propos e  a  topi c  and  asse m bl e  a  short  bibl i ography and  subm i t  it for my  approval.   
 

2) A final  ex am , wort h  40%. 
 
 
Late papers 
 
Lat e pape r  will be  subj ec t  to  a  penal t y  of  2%/day, to  a  maxi m um of  10%. I  will accept  pap ers  
after  they  h ave accum ul a t ed  the  full  penal t y, unti l  the  last  day  of  the  cl ass es , April  10, 2023. 
 
If you need  an  extens i on on a  paper,  yo u will need  to  see an  acad em i c  coun s el l or  in  the  offi ce  o f  
the  dean  of  you r  fa cul t y.  Your  couns el l or  will get  in  touch with  me  with  any  recom m endat i ons  
they  have.   I  am  not  per m i t t ed  to  accept  any  doc um ent at i on, medi cal  or  otherwi s e;  pleas e subm i t  
those  to  your  couns el l or.  See be low,  unde r  “Acco mm odat i on” under  “D ep art m ent  Poli ci es ”  for 
more  inform at i on.  
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Auditing  
 
Student s  wishi ng to  audi t  the  cours e  shoul d consul t  with  the  inst ruct or  prior  to  or  duri ng the  first  
week  of  class es.   
 
 
Department of Philosophy Policies 
 
The  Dep art m ent  of  Phil os ophy poli ci es  that  gover n the  conduct, stand ards,  and  expe ct at i ons  for  
student  part i ci pat i on  in  Phil os ophy cours es  are avai l abl e in  the  Undergr aduat e  sect i on  of  the  
Depart m ent  of  Phil os ophy websi t e  ht t p://uwo.ca/phil os ophy/undergraduat e/poli ci es.html . 
It  is  your  respons i bi l i t y  to  unders t and the  poli ci e s  set  out  by the  Senat e and the  Depa rt m ent  of  
Phil os ophy, and  thus  ignorance  o f  these poli ci es  cannot  be  used  as  grounds  of  appeal.  
 
 
Accommodation 
 
S t udent s  seeki ng  acad em i c accom m odat i on  on me di cal  grounds  for any  missed  test s,  exam s,  
part i ci pat i on  component s  and/or  assi gnm ent s  wort h  10% or  more  of  th ei r  fi nal  grade  must  appl y 
to  the  Academi c Couns el l i ng offi ce  of  thei r  hom e  Facul t y  and  p rovi de  docu m ent at i on. Academi c 
accom m odat i on  cannot  be  grant ed  by the  inst ru ct or  or  depa rt m ent. Docum e nt at i on shal l  be    



 


