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WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

Undergraduate Course Outline 2021-22 
 

Phil 4751G/9107B* 
Gender and Race  

 
Class time: Mondays 11:30-2:30 
Class location: Zoom and UC 1110** 
Class website: OWL 
  

Instructor: Prof. Carolyn McLeod

cmcleod2@uwo.ca 
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Students can enrol in Phil 4751G if they are upper-year undergraduate students with some background 
in Philosophy or Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies. Students can enrol in Phil 9107B if they are 
graduate students in Philosophy (MA or PhD). Other students could enrol with special permission from 
me, the instructor.  
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The original intent was for this course to be delivered entirely in person, but the COVID-19 situation 
demands that at least some of it be delivered online. The online delivery will be synchronous via Zoom 
(at the time indicated above). Any in-person delivery will occur in UC 1110, which is a WALS room, that 
is, a Western Active Learning Space (see https://wals.uwo.ca). We will regularly do active learning 
exercises in this class, whether we’re meeting online or in person.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course deals with various types of philosophical questions about gender and race, including 
metaphysical, political, and ethical questions. We’ll analyze how well philosophers have 
addressed these questions

the answer is “yes” when it comes to gender but “no” when it comes to race. In response 
to a related metaphysical question—How is gender or race socially constructed?—philosophers’ 
answers also differ. Another example appears at the intersection of metaphysics and political 
philosophy and concerns whether a fully just world (not our current world) would have gender 
or race in it; some philosophers say “no” with respect to race but “yes, in some form” with 
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4. Final paper (in three parts): 50% 
a. Paper topic: 5% 
b. Paper outline: 10% 
c. The Paper: 35% 

 
Details can be found under Resources on OWL in a document simply called “Assessments.”  
 

GENERAL COURSE POLICIES  
A NOTE ON COURSE CONTENT 
In this course, we will be dealing with issues 





 5 

other courses could receive a similar exemption, which also must be noted in the course 
syllabus.  
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENT 
The last day of scheduled classes in any course will be the last day on which course assignments 
will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be required to return assignments to 
students as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the instructor's assessment of 
the assignment.  
 
ACADEMIC OFFENCES  
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.p
df 
 
PLAGIARISM CHECKING 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 
commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of 
plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the 
reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted 
to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class 
hours) or 519-433-2023 after class hours and on weekends.  


