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DESCRIPTION 
 
Consciousness ---the felt aspect of mental life--- is widely thought to pose a special challenge to 
scientific explanation. In this course, we will ask whether that is really the case or not, what 
explaining consciousness would involve, and whether there is any satisfactory explanation of 
consciousness in the offing.  
 
TEXTS 
 
We will read seminal articles by authors such as Nagel, Chalmers, Block, Jackson, Churchland, 
and others.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
By the end of this course, students should:  



�x Participation (5%).  

�x Final paper-related activities (85%).  

o Length is 2500-3300 words.  

o A first version of the paper is due 14 days before the last class. This version 
will be graded and returned to you the following week. The grade you receive 
then sets a ceiling on your final essay grade: your final essay grade cannot be 
greater 

http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html


policy can be found at 
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 
 
ACADEMIC OFFENCES   
 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
PLAGIARISM CHECKING  
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class 
hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 
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