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Media Ethics
Winter 2022 Instructor: Dean Proessel
Monday 10:30-12:30 Office Hours: 12:30-2:30
Wednesday 10:30-11:30 Email: dproesse@uwo.ca

DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to various political and ethical issues that arise when
considering the function and practice of the media. These include: What is ethical theory
and what are the duties and responsibilities of those engaged in disseminating
information? What is the relation between the media and the market? Is the news a
mere commodity? Is the mass media a “propaganda machine” representing the
commercial interests of the property class? Or, is the media an instrument of
democracy, a “fourth estate” fostering the pursuit of truth and objectivity? What are the



REQUIREMENTS

Paper 1 35%
Paper 2 35%
Final Exam 30%

(A full breakdown of these requirements will be provided on OWL)

AUDIT
Students wishing to audit the course should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first

week of classes.

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY POLICIES
The Department of Philosophy Policies




COURSE ASSIGNMENT
The last day of scheduled classes in any course will be the last day on which course assignments

will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be required to return assignments to students
as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the instructor's assessment of the

assignment.

ACADEMIC OFFENCES




The course instructor will act as moderator for the class and will deal with any questions from
participants. To participate please consider the following:

if you wish to speak, use the “raise hand” function and wait for the instructor to
acknowledge you before beginning your comment or question

remember to unmute your microphone and turn on your video camera before speaking
self-identify when speaking.

remember to mute your mic and turn off your video camera after speaking (unless
directed otherwise)

General considerations of “netiquette”:

Keep in mind the different cultural and linguistic backgrounds of the students in the
course.

Be courteous toward the instructor, your colleagues, and authors whose work you are
discussing.

Be respectful of the diversity of viewpoints that you will encounter in the class and in
your readings. The exchange of diverse ideas and opinions is part of the scholarly
environment. “Flaming” is never appropriate.

Be professional and scholarly in all online postings. Cite the ideas of others
appropriately.

Note that disruptive behaviour of any type during online classes, including inappropriate use of
the chat function, is unacceptable. Students found guilty of Zoom-bombing a class or of other
serious online offenses may be subject to disciplinary measures under the Code of Student
Conduct. Code of Student Conduct




