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Winter Term 
Wednesdays 11:30-12:30 Fridays 10:30-
12:30 
Room: UCC 67

 
 
DESCRIPTION 
The course begins with an overview of differing theories about what languages are. This is 
followed by a traditional look at issues central to the philosophy of language in the 20th century 
including reference, meaning, speech acts, and metaphor. Contemporary critiques to these views 
are then presented from alternative perspectives, such as feminist philosophy of language. 
Finally, how languages influence our thinking and identity are considered.  
 
TEXTS 
Lycan, W. (2019). Philosophy of Language: A Contemporary Introduction. 3rd Edition. Taylor 
and Francis. 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
Glossaries     10% 
Essay 1 (1000 words)    20% 
Essay 2 (1500 words)    30% 
Final Exam     40% 
 
 
AUDIT 
Students wishing to audit the course should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first 
week of classes.  
 
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY POLICIES 
The Department of Philosophy Policies which govern the conduct, standards, and expectations 
for studen



 
ACCOMMODATION  
Students seeking academic accommod



Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class 
hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 
 


