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TOPICS

We spend a coiderable portion of our lives in the digitalbwd. What moral considerations

ought to guide our conduct as cyo#tizens, gven the possibility thadbnline behaviour is

morally distinct from real world behavidriThis class will Bgage méerialsthat addess the

philosophical issugraised by thes®o questionsSpecifically:What's the relationship betweethégtwtertiall
accountability? How do we balance copyrigt
always wrong? Daea hacker’s code of ethic:
of hae and exlusion in online communities?

TEXTS
All the readings for this course will be made available through OWL

OBJECTIVES

The primary objective of this course is to help st improve their ctical thinking skills.
Specifically, studcentsshould expect to improve their abilities to understand the argumexcks
in the readingsnd respond witlarguments of their own in their online discussion posts, their
online paticipation, andtheir term paprs.

The secondary goal of the coursédo familiarize students with recent attempts by scholars to
identify and address the ethical issues that emergarimcreamgly digital lives. This goal will
be satisfied byesting sudent comprehension of the materials with online quizzed,camthe
final exam.



REQUIREMENTS



Unitl (Weeks1 and 2, Janai 1 b 24 ): WhatiPhil e——s» se——s\WWMisati<hics
Digitl Ehics ?

Week 1: Introducton to Philosophy and Ethics

Readings: Lecture Notes — What is Philosophy?
Lecture Notes — What istlics?
Steve Matthews — Inteet Ethics
Assignment: Quiz #1

Week 2: Ethics in the Digital World... same old story,smmething ne®

Readings:  Antonio Marturano — Té Rde of Metaethics and the fue d Computer Ethics
Zonghao Bo and Kun Xiang — Digitalizeon and Global Ehics
David M. Douglas — Toward a Just and Fair Internet: Applying Rawig€iBles
of Justice to Internet Regulation

Assignment: Quiz #2 (The 2 quizzes for Unit 1 must be cpieted by Sunday,anuary 24 at
11:55 p.mEST)

Unit2  (Weeks3 and 4 , Jana5 Y Febay th): Pege———— nal Identtand he P «—— #hiliy
<« f Fiedigal W «—— Id

Week 3: Me, My Online Identity, and the Possibility of Moral Wrong

Reading: Marya Schechtman — Tigtay of my (Second) Life: Virtual Worldand
Narrative Identity
Jessica Wolfendale — My Avatar, My Self: Virtuahith and Attachment
A.J. Craft — Sin in CybeEden: Understanding the Mgthysics and Morals of
Virtual Worlds

Assignment Quiz #3

Week 4: Can we Make Friends Online?

Readings Robet Shap — The Obstacles Agng Reaching the Highest Level of Aristotelean
Friendship Online
Sofia Kalianta— Using Aristotle’s Theory of Friendship to Classify Online
Friendships: A Critical Gunterview

Assignmens. a. Quiz # (The two quizzesdr Unit 2 mus becompleted by Suday February
7" no later than 11:55 p.mSE)
b. Fis_ 400— 600 word Unit Dscussion Bstdue no later than 11:55 pmS—m . E
Fidayrebr uaryi2 b,




Unit3 (Weeks5 and 6, Febay 8 21 5): The Effect e——» f Digitil Life «———» 1 Th and P«

Week 5: Thelnternet, Truth, and Anomyity

Readings: Karen FrostArnold — Trustwortimess and Truth: TEpistemic Pitfalls of
Internet Accountability
R. George Wright — Sel€ensorship and the ConstrictionTdiought and
Discussion under Modern Communicatidrechologies
Nichadas Mun — The New Political Blogosphere

Assigmment  Quiz #5

Week 6: Privacy

Readings: Norman Bowie — Privacy and the émbet
Dorota Mokrosinska — Pracy and the Integrity ofiberal Politics: The Casof
Governmental Internet Searches

Assignmens. a. Quiz # (The two quizzes for Unit 3 must be completed by Monday, February
22" no later than 11:55 p.nkDT)
b. Fou Responses to FOUREPARATE CLASSMATES’ Unit 2 discussion
postsmust be completed nater than 11:55 p.m.9 on Tuesday, February 23

Unit4 (Wee ks .8, and9 Febay 229 Mach 14"): The Ehics ex—przweec$@acy
and Hacking

Week 7: Open Access

Readings: Michael Parker — The Ethics of Open Access Publishing
John Willinskyand J.P. Alperin — The Academic Ethics of Open Access to
Research andcBolarshp
Natasha Susan Mautenand Odette Parry — Open Assdigital Data Sharing:
Principles, Policies and Practices

Assignment Quiz #

Week 8: Piracy and Hacking

Readings:  PaulGraham — Defining Property
Roberts — The Ethics of Piracy
Luc Small — Theft in a Wireless World
Assgnmens. a. Quiz /8



Week 9: Hacking

Readings  Loyd Blankenship —



DUE DATES

The 11 weekly®s (worth a combined total of 15% of your final grade) much each be
completed by the end of tHénit in which theyappear.. so:

Unit 1 quizzes must be completed by Sunday Janudibg41:55 p.m.
Unit 2 quizzes st be completed by 8day February7by 11:55 p.m.
Unit 3 quizzes must be cqieted by Monday Febary 229by 11:55 p.m.
Unit 4 quizzes must be completed by Sunday Maré¢hial411:55 p.m.
Unit 5 quizzes must be completed Bynday Aoril 11" by 11:55 p.m.

The v ex—» 400 600 e @ U(itlDith excriiie toE|eE30% b your final
grade) ae due at the enaf Units 2 and 4. More specifically:

Unit 2 Discussion Pdsis due on FridayFebuary 12" by 11:55 p.m.
Unit 4 Discussion Post is due on Monday Mar8f by 11:55 p.m.

For your On-Line Paicipi «— n(@mdth 10% ofyour final grade)you need to submit
responses téour separate classmatdsgnit DiscussiornPosts in each of Unitséhd 4.The
responses for theseo UaitbwiB 5682 1T 88cOple@@®Y Tc 98 326.64 545>BD 377th:


http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html

policy can be found at
http://uwo.ca/univseg@df/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf

SELF- REPORTED ABSENCE FORM

Students who experience an unexpeciedsks or injury or an extenuating circumstance (48

hours or less) that is sufficiently severe to temporarily renden tmabled meet academic
requirements (e.g., attending lectures or labs, writing tests or midterm exams, completing and
submitting assigments, participating in presentations) should-detflare using the online Self
Reported Absence portal. This optishould baised in situations where the student expects to
resume academic responsibilities within 48 hours or less.

The following conditions are in place for sedéfporting of medical or extenuating circumstances:
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategorylD=
1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchivelD=#SubHeading_322

EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

At least three days prior to the deadline for withdrawal from a course without academic penalty,
students will receive assessment of work accounting for at least 15% of their final grade. For
3000-or 4000tevel courses in whh such aggraded assessment is impracticable, the instructor(s)
must obtain an exemption from this policy from the Dean and this examptist be noted on

the corresponding course syllabus. In rare instances and at the Dean’s discretion, other courses
could receie a similar exemption, which also must be noted in the course syllabus.

COURSE ASSIGNMENT

The last day of scheduled classesuny course will be the last day on which course assignments
will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be reguio return assignments to

students as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the instructor's assessment of
theassignment.

ACADEMIC OFFENCES

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read théatppaljy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academpoliciesappeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf

PLAGIARISM CHECKING

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagkfism
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference
database for the purpose of deiteg plagiarism of papsersubsequently submitted to the system.
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, tyrbetween The University of
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com

SUPPORT SERVICES

Registrarial Servicesttp://www.registrar.uwo.ca

Student Suppor$ervices_https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Servces provieéd by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/



http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
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Student Development Centingtp://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refeetdalHeadh@Western
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealfiot a complete


http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

