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TOPICS 
We spend a considerable portion of our lives in the digital world. What moral considerations 
ought to guide our conduct as cyber-citizens, given the possibility that online behaviour is 
morally distinct from real world behaviour? This class will engage materials that address the 
philosophical issues raised by these two questions: Specifically: What’s the relationship between between the potentially conflicting values of anonymity and 

accountability? How do we balance copyright claims against demands for open access? Is piracy 
always wrong? Does a hacker’s code of ethics make any sense? How should we respond to forms 
of hate and exclusion in online communities?  
 

TEXTS 
All the readings for this course will be made available through OWL 
 
OBJECTIVES 
The primary objective of this course is to help students improve their critical thinking skills. 
Specifically, students should expect to improve their abilities to understand the arguments made 
in the readings and respond with arguments of their own in their online discussion posts, their 
online participation, and their term papers.  
 
The secondary goal of the course is to familiarize students with recent attempts by scholars to 
identify and address the ethical issues that emerge in our increasingly digital lives. This goal will 
be satisfied by testing student comprehension of the materials with online quizzes, and on the 
final exam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter 2021 
Asynchronous 

Instructor: 



REQUIREMENTS



Unit 1  (Weeks  1 and 2, January 11 th  – 24 t h): What is Philosophy, What is Ethics, What is 
Digital Ethics ? 
 
Week 1: Introduction to Philosophy and Ethics 
 
Readings:  Lecture Notes – What is Philosophy? 

Lecture Notes – What is Ethics? 
Steve Matthews – Internet Ethics 

Assignment: Quiz #1 
 
Week 2: Ethics in the Digital World… same old story, or something new? 
 
Readings:  Antonio Marturano – The Role of Metaethics and the Future of Computer Ethics 
  Zonghao Bao and Kun Xiang – Digitalization and Global Ethics 
  David M. Douglas – Toward a Just and Fair Internet: Applying Rawls’s Principles  

of Justice to Internet Regulation 
Assignment:  Quiz #2 (The 2 quizzes for Unit 1 must be completed by Sunday, January 24th at  

11:55 p.m. EST) 
 
Unit 2  (Weeks  3 and 4 , January 25 th  – February 7 t h): Personal Identity and the Possibility 
of Friendship in the Digital World 
 
Week 3: Me, My Online Identity, and the Possibility of Moral Wrong 
 
Reading: Marya Schechtman – The Story of my (Second) Life: Virtual Worlds and  

Narrative Identity 
  Jessica Wolfendale – My Avatar, My Self: Virtual Harm and Attachment 
  A.J. Craft – Sin in Cyber-Eden: Understanding the Metaphysics and Morals of  

Virtual Worlds 
Assignment: Quiz #3 
 
Week 4: Can we Make Friends Online? 
 
Readings: Robert Sharp – The Obstacles Against Reaching the Highest Level of Aristotelean  

Friendship Online 
Sofia Kaliarnta – Using Aristotle’s Theory of Friendship to Classify Online 
Friendships: A Critical Counterview 

Assignments:  a. Quiz #4 (The two quizzes for Unit 2 must be completed by Sunday February 
7th, no later than 11:55 p.m. EST) 
b. First  400 – 600 word Unit Discussion Post due no later than 11:55 p.m. EST 
Friday Febr u ar y 12 th . 

 
 
 
 
 



Unit 3  (Weeks  5 and 6, February  8th  – 21 st ): The Effect of Digital Life on Truth and Privacy 
 
Week 5: The Internet, Truth, and Anonymity 
 
Readings: Karen Frost-Arnold – Trustworthiness and Truth: The Epistemic Pitfalls of  

Internet Accountability 
R. George Wright – Self-Censorship and the Constriction of Thought and 
Discussion under Modern Communications Technologies 
Nicholas Munn – The New Political Blogosphere 

Assignment: Quiz #5 
 
Week 6: Privacy   
 
Readings: Norman Bowie – Privacy and the Internet 

Dorota Mokrosinska – Privacy and the Integrity of Liberal Politics: The Case of 
Governmental Internet Searches 

Assignments:  a. Quiz #6 (The two quizzes for Unit 3 must be completed by Monday, February  
22nd no later than 11:55 p.m. EDT) 
b. Four Responses to FOUR SEPARATE CLASSMATES’  Unit 2 discussion 
posts must be completed no later than 11:55 p.m. EST on Tuesday, February 23rd. 

 
Unit 4 (Wee ks 7 , 8, and 9  February  22nd  – March  14th ): The Ethics of Open Access, Piracy, 
and Hacking  
 
Week 7: Open Access 
 
Readings: Michael Parker – The Ethics of Open Access Publishing 

John Willinsky and J.P. Alperin – The Academic Ethics of Open Access to 
Research and Scholarship 
Natasha Susan Mauthner and Odette Parry – Open Access Digital Data Sharing: 
Principles, Policies and Practices 

Assignment: Quiz #7 
 
Week 8: Piracy and Hacking 
 
Readings: Paul Graham – Defining Property 

Roberts – The Ethics of Piracy 
  Luc Small – Theft in a Wireless World 
Assignments:  a. Quiz #8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week 9: Hacking 
 
Readings: Loyd Blankenship – 



DUE DATES 
 
The 11 w eekly quizzes  (worth a combined total of 15% of your final grade) much each be 
completed by the end of the Unit in which they appear… so: 
 
Unit 1 quizzes must be completed by Sunday January 24th by 11:55 p.m. 
Unit 2 quizzes must be completed by Sunday February 7th by 11:55 p.m. 
Unit 3 quizzes must be completed by Monday February 22nd by 11:55 p.m. 
Unit 4 quizzes must be completed by Sunday March 14th by 11:55 p.m. 
Unit 5 quizzes must be completed by Sunday April 11th by 11:55 p.m. 
 
The t w o 400 – 600 word Unit Discussion Posts (worth a combined total of 30% of your final 
grade) are due at the end of Units 2 and 4. More specifically: 
 
Unit 2 Discussion Post is due on Friday, February 12th by 11:55 p.m. 
Unit 4 Discussion Post is due on Monday March 15th by 11:55 p.m. 
 
For your On-Line  Participation Grade (worth 10% of your final grade) you need to submit 
responses to four separate classmates’  Unit Discussion Posts in each of Units 2 and 4. The 
responses for these two Units will need to be completed by:uar451.3 5082J
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policy can be found at 
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 
 
SELF- REPORTED ABSENCE FORM 
Students who experience an unexpected illness or injury or an extenuating circumstance (48 
hours or less) that is sufficiently severe to temporarily render them unable to meet academic 
requirements (e.g., attending lectures or labs, writing tests or midterm exams, completing and 
submitting assignments, participating in presentations) should self-declare using the online Self-
Reported Absence portal.  This option should be used in situations where the student expects to 
resume academic responsibilities within 48 hours or less.   
The following conditions are in place for self-reporting of medical or extenuating circumstances: 
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=
1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322 
 
 
EVALUATION OF ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 
At least three days prior to the deadline for withdrawal from a course without academic penalty, 
students will receive assessment of work accounting for at least 15% of their final grade. For 
3000- or 4000-level courses in which such a graded assessment is impracticable, the instructor(s) 
must obtain an exemption from this policy from the Dean and this exemption must be noted on 
the corresponding course syllabus. In rare instances and at the Dean’s discretion, other courses 
could receive a similar exemption, which also must be noted in the course syllabus.  
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENT 
The last day of scheduled classes in any course will be the last day on which course assignments 
will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be required to return assignments to 
students as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the instructor's assessment of 
the assignment.  
 
ACADEMIC OFFENCES  
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
PLAGIARISM CHECKING 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
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Student Development Centre http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete 
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