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In this course, we will examine the meaning and moral significance of death, as well as the
implications of being conscious of one's own mortality. Drawing upon both classical and
contemporary philosophical texts, we will approach the topic of death by attempting to answer
some of the following questions: When is someconsidered dead? What, if anything, survives
the bodily death of a person? Should death be feared? Is suicide ever ratmeatiare we



The Dpbpe which govern the conduct, standards, and expectations for
student participation in Philosophy courses is available in the Undergraduate section of the Department of
Philosophy website at http://www.uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policieslhisthe responsibility

of the student taunderstand the policies set out by theiversity Senate and th®epartment of
Philosophy

Students who are in emotional/mental distress shouldtefdental Health@Western
http://lwww.uwaca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.
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January A — Classes resume
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January 7

t

Overview of the course, the assignments, and class objectives

E il

Epicurus — Letter to Menoeceus, 10.12B5,” in Philosophy and Death, pp.18%6.

January 1%

E i

Lucretius —On the Nature of Thing8k. Ill, in Philosophy and Death, pp.172Z-6.
o

Plato — excerpts from Phaedo, in Philosophy and Death, pfb39-

January 2%
il
Plato — excerpts from Phaedo, in Philosophy and Death, 145-

January 28

i

Seneca — excerpts from Letters from a Stoic. Available on the course website.
Epictetus BiscoursesBook |, Ch.12, 2425. Available o the course website

February 4

= il
Thomas Nagel —Death” in Philosophy and Death, pp.171B4.

Harry Silverstein =The Evil of Death,’in Philosophy and Death, pp.1294.


http://www.uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html
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February 11

First Essay Due

Pascals Wager and NietzschgEternal Recurrence

Blaise Pascal — excerpts frdmensées. Available on the course website.

Friedrich Nietzsche —The Greatest Weighfrom The Gay SciencéThe Eternal Recurrence”
from The Will to Power* Of the Vision and the Riddle: Zfom Thus Spoke Zarathustra.
Available o the course website

February B" — 19" — Reading Week

February 28

B B ‘B S, di B

John Locke —On Identity and Diversity,Book Il, Ch 27 Essg Concerning Human

Understanding Book [ICh 27. Available on the course website.

John Perry -A Dialogue on Personal Identity and Immortality Philosophy and Death, pp.65-
75.

March 3¢



March 31°

B

Second Essay Due

Albert Camus — excerpts from The Myth of Sisyphus

Schopenhauer — ‘On Suicide’, from Parergo and Paralipomena Vol.2. Available on the course

website.

Richard Brandt — ‘“The Morality and Rationality of Suicide’, in Philosophy and Death, pp.312-
329.

Final class

April 6" — Last day of classes.
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