The Bible and Literature Western V. Tumanov

WESTERN UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF MODERN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES

The Bible and Literature CL 9617B (Winter Term)

Instructor: Vlad Tumanov (vtumanov@uwo.ca) Office: UC 3308

Class Time/Location: Mon 9:30-12:30 in UC3325

Course Content and Aims

This course is intended to introduce the student to
the way certain parts of the Old and New
Testament have been retold and re-interpreted
through literary fiction. We will analyze texts
where authors have sought to preserve the sacred
dimension of their biblical sources, undermine it or
both. We will consider what is lost and gained
during this transfer as antiquity meets modernity.
We will attempt to determine if the two ages speak
to each other or past each other. Questions of

politics, pertaining to both the biblical texts and their modern counterparts, will be of paramount importance.
We will see to what extent the cultural environment and background of each modern author in question
influenced the transformation of the biblical material. The background theoretical basis for this course will be
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