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1. Course Description

CL 9502B may be considered the sequel to CL 9501A in two senses--chronologically and dialectically. 
The set of assigned readings for Fundamentals II begins in the intellectual turbulence of the 1960s, the 
period in which the set of assigned readings for Fundamentals I left off. Critical questions raised by the
key notion of “comparison”-- What literatures are worth comparing? Who determines the grounds of 
comparison? Why should national literatures be compared? How interdisciplinary should comparative 
literature be? Where does the unifying ideal of “World Literature” (as originally generated by the 
comparative project) lead in an increasingly fragmented world?-- will be dialectically addressed in 
relation to the key notion of “engagement” by critics and theorists who have directed the attention of 
Comparatists towards the great divides in postwar culture. 
             Instead of contemplating what makes one literature similar to, or influential on, another, the 
authors studied in Fundamentals II engage with the major binary oppositions fracturing the modern/ 
postmodern world. New contexts of social or political engagement will produce new justifications for 
comparative literary study. A radical rethinking of the familiar semiotic binary (Signifier/Signified) will




