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WORKPLACE INSPECTION CHECKLIST FOR LABORATORY 
ENVIRONMENTS 

Standard OHS Workplace Inspection Checklist 

Review Date: Next Review: 

Inspection Site: 
Inspection Team: Contacts : 

Written Laboratory Safety Policies/Procedures/Records 
1. The lab has information readily available for the following 

a. Chemical spills (Sec. 11.6) 
b. Radiation spills (Radiation Safety Manual) 
c. Biohazard spills (Biosafety Manual) 

2. The Lab has Fire/Safety Emergency Plan 
3. Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) on specialized lab procedures have 
been written which include up-to-date safety information 
4. Records are kept of any safety inspection Compliance Orders received and 
corrective actions 

Hazardous Material Safety 
1. All lab personnel have ready access to all the Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDSs) (Sec. 9.3) 
2. A current inventory of hazardous materials is available which includes the 
proper name of the hazardous material. (Sec. 9.5) 
3. Incompatible hazardous materials are isolated from each other (i.e., stored 
according to chemical classes) (Appendix 2) 
4. Refrigerators containing hazardous materials are labeled to identify contents 
and restrictions (Sec. 10.1) 
5. Storage and use of flammables and combustible liquids is consistent with 
the requirements of the Policy 1.34 on the Storage and Dispensing of 
Flammables and Combustible Liquids in Laboratories. 
6. Piping (tubing), valves, and fittings used in experimental equipment are 
compatible with the hazardous materials for which they are used, and checked 



 
   

 
 

 
  

 

  
  

  
   

 

   
    

 
 

 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
   

 

  
 

 

   
 

 

   
  

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    
  

  
 

    
    

     



        
      

 
 

  

 

  
  

  
 

 

   
        
        
         
        
       
       
       
  

  

 
 

    
  

  
 

 

   
 

 

  
   

  
 

 

  
   

 

 d. Location and use of eyewash station e. Biosafety and Radiation Safety Training as applicable 2. Substance or task-specific training has been given by the supervisor or designee, including the proper selection, use, and maintenance of personal protective equipment (Sec. 5*1 and 9.4) 3. The lab keeps 5 cords of what training was provided (Sec. 5.1 and 9.4) 4. Safety procedures are discussed at staff, department, or other meetings and 5 cords/minutes are kept of the safety procedures/issues discussed at these meetings. 5. Employees have been instructed in the following: (Sec. 11) a. The phone number to call for emergency assistance b. The location of the nearest fire alarm pull station c. The location and class of the nearest fire extinguisher d. The building evacuation route upon hearing a fire alarm e. The location of chemical spill kits f. Fire extinguisher, and agent use g. The location and use of secondary exits Hazardous Wastes 1. Information on proper procedures for hazardous waste disposal is available in the lab 2. Employees comply with hazardous waste pickup procedures 3. Process waste streams are segregated 4. Glass waste is segregated and disposed of separately from general waste (Sec. 8.7) 5. Sharps are placed in sharps containers at point of generation and autoclaved and verified prior to disposal when 5 quired Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 1. Laboratory personnel use personal protective equipment suitable for the hazard(s) encountered (Sec 10.5) 2. Safety glasses with side-shields are worn at all times, goggles and face shields are used as 5 quired for a process (see 



 



 
 

  

 
 

   

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

     
 

 

 
 

     

    
 

 
 

 
������������  

Corrective Measures 

Description and 
Location of Hazard 


