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Course Objectives 

¶ Theorize the connections between representation, racism, and agency 

¶ Explain how subjects come to be racialized and how that racialization is structured to 

produce certain possibilities over others 

¶ Describe and identify how race has come to take shape in contemporary cultures 

¶ Analyze how racial knowledge informs governance in social life 

¶ Recognize the connections between race, surveillance and state-sponsored 
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Format for each paper: 

--4-5 pages, double-spaced, + 1 page for the References/Bibliography/Works Cited.  

--Please use regular margins (approx. 1 inch or less) and font sizes.  

--On your References/Bibliography/Works Cited page, list works (both film and reading) cited in 

the text only. With respect to documentation, I do not have a particular requirement. That is, you 

may use Chicago, MLA, or APA, etc.: Use whichever style guide is most familiar to you and that 

enables you to focus on the substance of your paper. Nevertheless, your paper needs to be 

consistent with regard to the citation and reference practice.  

 

 

(3) Presentation (25%) 

One of the primary ways in which we will learn as a class is by presenting our ideas and 

engaging in critical, supportive and substantive feedback. As such, the presentations will form a 

key part of this course. 

 

You will 1) focus on one film (and only one, if more than one is scheduled for that week) and 

you will each focus on one reading assigned for that specific week and 2) facilitate a class 

discussion of the material. These presentations should be based on a close reading of a specific 

film along with the corresponding readings. Avoid merely describing the film and summarizing 

the reading. Consider the ideas that the film opens up and how they’re important to how we 

understand race, racialization and racism. Focus on how the film thinks, and how meanings 

across this text and corresponding readings are related. In regards to facilitating the class 
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provide feedback before you begin to write. Please note that submitting abstracts is optional, but 

they are useful for helping you to clarify your essay focus and organization.     

Due: By the beginning of class on Week 11, November 28, 2018. 

 

 

Weekly Readings 

 

Week One - September 12 - Introduction 

Welcome; introductions; review of course outline, readings, and assignments 

 

Screening: 

Monkman, Kent. (2015). Sisters & Brothers. Canada. 3 min. 

Lee, Spike. (2000). Bamboozled. USA. 136 min. – PART ONE (66 min.) 

 

 

Week Two ± September 19 ± The Representation of Race 

Reading: 

Hall, Stuart. (2003). The Spectacle of the Other. In S. Hall (Ed.). Representation: Cultural 

Representations and Signifying Practices (pp. 223-90). London: SAGE Publications. 

 

Bergin, Cathy. & Rupprecht, Anita. (2016). “History, Agency and the Representation of ‘Race’ – 

An Introduction.” Race & Class, 57(3): 3-17. 

 

Screening: 

Lee, Spike. (2000). Bamboozled. USA. 136 min. – PART TWO (70 min.) 

Fung, Richard. (2002). Islands. Canada. 9 min. 

 

 

Week Three ± September 26 ± The Materiality of Race 

Reading: 

Harris, Cheryl I. (1995). Whiteness as Property. In Kimberlé Crenshaw, Neil Gotanda, Gary 

Peller & Kendall Thomas (Eds.). Critical Race Theory: The Key Writings that Formed the 

Movement
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Tuck, Eve. & Yang, K.Wayne
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Week Nine ±
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Viego, Antonio. (2007). “All the Things You Can’t Be by Now.” Dead Subjects: Toward a 

Politics of Loss in Latino Studies (pp. 1-29, 243-7). Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

 

Muñoz, José Esteban (1999). Performing Disidentity: Disidentification as an Act of Freedom. 

Disidentifications (pp. 161-79). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 

 

Brand, Dionne. (1994). Whose Gaze and Who Speaks for Whom? Bread Out of Stone (pp. 113-

31). Toronto: Vintage Canada. 

 

Shraya, Vivek. (2017). I Want to Kill Myself. Canada. 8.32 min. Available at 

https://vivekshraya.com/projects/films/i-want-to-kill-myself/ 

 

Screening: 

Clarke, Shirley. (1967). Portrait of Jason. USA. 105 min. 

 

 

Week Twelve ± December 5 ± Resistance, Collectivities, Ontology 

Reading: 

 

Wilson, Nicole J. & Inkster, Jody. (2018, upcoming). “Respecting Water: Indigenous Water 

Governance, Ontologies, and the Politics of Kinship on the Ground.” Environment and Planning 

E: Nature and Space 

Shor, Francis. (2015). “Black Lives Matter”: Constructing a New Civil Rights and Black 

Freedom Movement,” New Politics, 15(3): 28-32. 

 

Hayduk, Ron & García-Castañon, Marcela. (2018). “Xenophia, Belonging and Agency: 

Citizenship in Immigrant America.” New Political Science, 40(2): 309-16. 

 

Review, Discussion, and Constructive Feedback. 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

Prerequisites:  

“Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 

Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 

record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 

event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.” 

Antirequisite(s): WS 3331F/G if taught in Fall 2015. Prerequisite(s): WS 2220E or WS 2273E 

 

Plagiarism/Submitting Assignments: You are required to submit electronic copies of all 

written assignments to Turnitin.com through the course OWL Sakai links. Here’s the statement 

on use of Turnitin from the University: 

 



 9 

“All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the 

commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of 

plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the 

reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to 

the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 

University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com ( http://www.turnitin.com ).”  

 

Essays not submitted to Turnitin will receive grades converted to 0. You cannot submit 

assignments in WS 3324 prepared for other courses. 

 

Academic Offences:  

“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:” 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

 

Deadlines are registered as the date/time these assignments are due to Turnitin, and late penalties 

are assessed based on the submission time to the Turnitin site – so please don’t forget to load 

your paper to Turnitin on time! 

 

Late Submission Policy: 

Please note that where medical/compassionate accommodation does not apply, we will deduct 

the standard penalty of 2% per day for work submitted late, unless you have made arrangements 

with your instructor in person prior to the deadline. 

 

Support Services:  

“Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 

help.”  

 

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 

participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply 

to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 

accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department. For UWO Policy on 

Accommodation for Medical Illness see the online Academic Calendar; information can also be 

found here: (https://www.uwo.ca/arts/counselling/procedures/medical_accomodation.html).  

 

As the course professor, I cannot accept medical notes from students; these MUST be 

handed in to Academic Counselling.  

 

Attendance in classes: In classes without final examinations, persistent absenteeism (defined by 

the Department as three [3] weeks in half courses, and six [6] weeks in full courses) may be 

rendered grounds for failure in the course (after due warning is given).  

  

OWL: Use of OWL is necessary for successful completion of this course. This includes 

accessing readings as required in the course outline, downloading instructions and guidelines for 

assignments, receiving course announcements and submitting assignments to Turnitin.com. 
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