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Prerequisite(s): Women's Studies 1020E or 1.0 from Women's Studies 1021F/G, 1022F/G, 

1023F/G and 1024F/G. 
 

Required Course Materials:  Available through Library Course Readings Service on 

OWL 
 

Supplementary Course Materials:  Available on OWL 

 
Technology Requirements: 
 

 Regular internet access (high speed recommended) 

 Computer that  
o enables connection to outside websites (flexible firewall) 
o has multimedia playback capabilities (video/audio) 
o is capable of running a recent version of Internet Explorer, Safari, or Firefox 

 

OWL login instructions and technical support information:   
To access OWL, go to http://owl.uwo.ca  Students may use Internet Explorer to access OWL; 
however, Firefox is the preferred browser for using OWL.   
 
To log into OWL, students use their Western account credentials.  The login is what precedes 
the “@uwo.ca” portion of students’ UWO email addresses. 
 

 If you do not know your Western account, please contact edu.tech.support@uwo.ca for 
instructions.  

 If you know your Western account, but you do not remember your password, please contact the ITS 
Helpdesk at 519 661-3800 (or x83800). You will need to provide your Western 
username, your 9 digit Student Number and they may ask for other identifiers such as 
birth date. 

 If you require technical assistance in OWL, information addressing common problems is 
available on the OWL home page. Students can also contact the ITS Helpdesk at 519-
661-3800. 

 

Evaluation: 
 
Assignment Type Due Date(s) Weighting 

1.  Participation In-class  Ongoing  
 

30% 

2.  Seminar Facilitation  In-class 
Discussion/Activity 

From week 3 and ongoing 15% 

3.  Mid-term Paper:  Media 
Deconstruction 

Critical Reflective 
Essay/Review 

Week 5, Thursday, February 7, 
2019 

20% 

Topic Outline (Final Paper) Brief Week 10, Thursday, March 21, 
2019 

 

4.  Final Paper Critical Research and 
Reflective Essay 

Week 12, Thursday, April 4, 
2019 

35% 

http://owl.uwo.ca/
mailto:edu.tech.support@uwo.ca
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Late and Resubmission Policy:  Any assignment handed in after the due date will receive a 
2% grade deduction for each day late following the due date. This late policy will apply to all 
assignments for which no application for extension has been made. Late assignments will not be 
accepted two weeks past the due date.  
 
NOTE:  All assignments must be submitted electronically on OWL as well as in hard copy in 
class.  All papers should be written in 12-point using Times New Roman font, with default 1-
inch margins.  Please use either MLA or APA.   
 
1. Participation (Ongoing; Weight 30%) 
You should be reflecting on your reading for the week and this is an opportunity to share your 
ideas in class.  Your comments in discussion opportunities in class should reveal 
cohesive, critical and reflective responses to the assigned readings.  You could identify a theme 
across the readings/viewing if you like, but this is not a requirement. You can focus just on one 
particular reading/viewing (although it is expected you read all required readings) and examine 
how it further informs your understanding of the topic and/or how it relates to your experiences 
and your understanding of transgender issues.  You may also pose questions for reflection and 
further discussion in response to the readings/viewing. Your participation will be evaluated 
based not on anecdotal reflections but on how the course readings inform your understanding of 
themes and issues. 
 
2. Seminar Facilitation (Week 3 and ongoing; Weight 15%) 
Each week, small groups (2-3 students) will facilitate discussion for 20 – 30 minutes.  Your 
discussion is not a presentation, but you may decide to bring in visual aids to help support your 
discussion and/or supplement your readings of the course material for that week.  You should 
prepare at least two critical questions to be emailed at least one day in advance to me.  These 
questions will form the basis of your reading and discussion. We will sign up for groups/weeks 
in week 2.   
 
3. Mid-term Paper:  Media Deconstruction (Due:  Week 5, Thursday, February 17, 
2019; Weight 20%) 
Generally, this will be a story you locate in the media regarding the representation of a 
transgender person, a trans* issue, or some law/policy regarding trans* issues, lives, etc.  Your 
job is to provide a critical analysis and deconstruction of the story using key frameworks from 
the course readings to support your thinking.  At least three sources from the course must be 
referenced.  While you will have to provide a brief summary, you should spend the majority of 
the paper critiquing the story elements for particular issues that align with embodiment, trans* 
rights, trans* inclusivity, and the livability of a life, etc.  Length:  five-six pages.  Further details 
for this mid-term paper will be provided in class.   
 
4. Final Paper (Due:  Week 12, Thursday, April 4, 2019; Weight 35%) 
This paper is a reflective research paper on a particular topic in transgender studies.  You are 
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own reflections in this piece, rather than keeping it a purely research-based paper. Some 
suggestions:  you could undertake a literature review in which you engage with the relevant 
reading in a way that demonstrates your knowledge and deeper understanding of trans* studies; 
you could undertake a critical analysis of resources, policy, or narrative accounts (trans* self-
expression) that relate directly to the trans* issues raised within the content of the course.  You 
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Stryker, S. (2017).  Chapter 2:  A hundred-plus years of transgender history.  In 
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Week 12:  Thursday, April 4, 2019 
Resistances & Activism 
Final Paper DUE 

Required Readings: 
Cava, Peter. 2014.  Activism, Politics, and Organizing.  In L. Erickson-Schroth (Ed.), Trans  

Bodies, Trans Selves:  A Resource for the Transgender Community, (pp. 567-589).  New York, 
NY:  Oxford University Press. 

 
Spade, D. (2015).  Rethinking transphobia and power – Beyond a rights framework. In Normal 

life:  Administrative violence, critical trans politics and the limits of the law, (pp. 50-72).  Durham, 
UK:  Duke University Press. 

 

Attendance Policy: 
Please note the attendance policy of the Department of Women’s Studies and Feminist 
Research: “In classes without final examinations, persistent absenteeism (defined by the 
Department as three [3] weeks in half courses, and six [6] weeks in full courses) may be 
rendered grounds for failure in the course (after due warning is given).” 
 

Scholastic Offenses: 
Scholastic offenses are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offense, at the following website: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/schol2005800570003
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http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/courseoutlines.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://se.uwo.ca/student_experience/wellness_initiatives/mental_health_resource_guide.htm



