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Western University 
School of Health Studies 

HS4120B: Social Media & Health 
Winter 2023 

 
1.0 CALENDAR DESCRIPTION 
 
Social media and its associated technologies have become ubiquitous in all aspects of our lives. 
This course integrates an understanding of social media with research in health and medicine. 
This course explores social media uses in health to address methodological, conceptual, ethical, 
and design issues pertinent to these emergent technologies. 
 

Prerequisites: HS 2250A/B; Registration in the third or fourth year of the School of Health 
Studies 
 
Anti-requisites: HS 4091B (if taken in 2015-2017) 

 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
 
2.0 LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
 First Nations, Métis and Inuit) endure in Canada, and we accept 
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Attendance and Classroom Behaviour (online and/or in-person) 
In the School of Health Studies, each course instructor sets specific expectations for attendance and 
participation that are specific to the course, teaching objectives, and learning outcomes. Regular 
attendance is expected and essential for all courses, but particularly those that include participation 
grades in their evaluation schemes. Participation means not only attendance, but active 
engagement in the class, including (for example) contribution to small and large group discussions, 
a demonstrated effort to prepare for class by completing assigned readings before class, and 
following the instructor's guidelines for use of electronic devices during class time. Students who 
miss classes, or parts of classes, are responsible for the material they have missed. Instructors 
are not obliged to review the contents of missed lectures. 
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5.1 STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

Learning Outcome Learning Activity Learning Assessment 
Depth and Breadth of Knowledge  
• Understand how and why 
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Group presentation (25%). At the beginning of the term, students will be randomly assigned to 
a group and are expected to prepare a PowerPoint presentation based on any topic from the 
course. Group presentations will be submitted through OWL. Group sizes and presentation 
lengths will be determined based on the final enrollment of this course. A presentation rubric will 
be posted to the Resources tool on OWL.  

Final Exam (40%). The final exam is cumulative and covers all the assigned readings, The 
Social Dilemma (film), and PowerPoint materials. The final exam consists of 75 questions and is 
formatted as multiple-choice, true or false, matching, as well as fill-in-the-blanks. The final exam 
is scheduled by the OOR. The date at time will be posted later in the term.   

During Exams: Unless you have medical accommodations that require you to do so, or explicit 
permission from the instructor of the course, you may not use any electronic devices during 
ANY tests, quizzes, midterms, examinations, or other in-class evaluations. 
 
6.1 GRADE DISTRIBUTION 
  

Component Value % 
Forum 10 

Midterm Exam 25 
Group Presentation
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8.0 CLASS/ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE 
Episode Day Topic Assessment 

1 
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technical requirements, is available on Western’s Remote Proctoring website at: 
https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca.  
 
14.0 COMMON CONCERNS GUIDELINES 
 
The table below summarizes a list of common student concerns and how they are to be resolved. 
If you have a concern that is not listed here, then please email your instructor.  
 
Concern How to Address Concern 
Course administrative matters Read through the course outline or email the instructor if your 

question cannot be answered from information in the course 
outline 

Course content questions Refer to the OWL Resources (e.g., notes, calendar, etc.) Email 
the instructor 

Grade disputes and requests for 
appeals 

A student requesting an appeal to a specific course with respect 
to a grade for an assignment or examination must first contact 
their instructor to discuss such manners 

Visit the following website for guide on submitting appeal: 
https://uwo.ca/fhs//policies/appeals.html 

 

https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/

