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Syllabus: Special Topics: HS 3092B  

Impacts of Climate Change on Health 

Winter 2023 
 

Instructor: Dr. Lesley Gittings 

Office: 216 Arthur and Sonia Labbatt Health Sciences 

Building   

Email: lesley.gittings@uwo.ca 

Date/Time: Monday 1:30-2:30pm; Tuesday 10:30-12:30 
Location: University Community Centre Room 41  

Teaching Assistant: Sanna Rao 

Office Hours: Monday 3:00-4:5:30 pm (in office) or by appointment.  
 
Course Description 
This is an advanced undergraduate course that explores the impacts of climate change on 
human health. Students will learn about the impacts of environmental changes – such as 
changing temperatures and precipitation, extreme weather events and resource scarcity– 
on population health outcomes. Specifically, this course will equip students with a 
nuanced understanding of the following cross-cutting issues:  
 
1. Environmental justice 
Students will learn about environmental justice, and relationships between the social, 
environmental, and structural production of health and illness. We will focus on the health 
of populations that face a disproportionate burden of climate-change-related 
environmental 
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Specifically, students will learn about geographies that have seen severe climate-change 
related impacts in places least able to buffer against these changes. Special attention will 
be given to Eastern Africa, the Arctic and small-island states.  
 

Prerequisites 
Prerequisites: Minimum of 60% [mandatory] in each of Health Sciences 1001A/B and 
Health Sciences 1002A/B.  

Antirequisites: None. 
 
Prerequisite Checking 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from 
your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from 
your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your 
fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary 
prerequisites 
 
Readings and course materials: 
There are no textbooks for this course. All readings will be available, at no cost, through 
Western’s Library System, online and/or through our OWL site. In this course students will 
engage a variety of knowledges from within and beyond academia, including traditional, 
subjugated and Indigenous knowledges, activism, and art (e.g. visual, performances, 
written). In addition to peer reviewed journal articles, additional sources may include grey 
literature, policy documents, art (visual, performance, written), video, popular press 
articles and website content among others.  
 
Students can expect 3 readings and/or alternative sources to explore each week.  
Additional materials may be assigned at any time, and will be posted on the course website. 
Students are responsible for the content covered in all assigned course materials. A 
complete list of lecture topics will be posted to OWL before the first class. Required 
readings and resources will be posted on OWL on a weekly basis.  
 
*Please see the end of the syllabus for sample weekly readings.  
 
Assessment  

Below you find a general description of each method of assessment. Detailed guides for 

each assignment will be delivered in a timely fashion throughout the course. 

 
Assessment Method Date Weight (%) 

Group Assignment 

(Presentation) 

Weeks 5-12: Each 

student will co-deliver 1 

presentation 

30% 

Mid-term exam February 14th  30% 

Final research paper April 7th 40% 
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Mid-term Exam 

This mid-term exam will include short answer and essay questions.  

 

Group Assignment 

In small groups, students will prepare and deliver a 10-15 minute presentation on a 
current climate and health-related issue. While the format of the presentation is flexible, 
each group will be asked to respond to three critical questions during the course of their 
presentation. A class discussion will follow. Group presentations will take place during 
weeks 5-11. Further detail, alongside sample topics and a sign-up process will be provided 
during the first weeks of class.  
 

Research Paper 
Students will write an end of year research paper. Further instructions and a rubric for 
evaluation will be disseminated in the first weeks of the course. This assignment must 
be submitted by the end of the submission date using the assignment tool on OWL. 
 
Extensions and late assignments 
In order to be fair to your peers, the instructor and teaching assistant, assignments 
submitted after the deadline which did not receive a written, pre-arranged approval for 
extension by the instructor will be penalized by 5 percentage points per day (including 
Saturday and Sunday) and will only be accepted up to seven days after the due date/time. If 
you think you will be unable to hand in an assignment on time, please contact the 
instructor as soon as possible. 
 
Contingency plan for in-person pivoting to online learning: 
In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course 
delivery moving away from face-to-face interaction, all remaining course content will be 
delivered entirely online, either synchronously (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) 
or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for students to view at their convenience). The 
grading scheme will not change. Any remaining assessments will also be conduct re
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https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/
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During Exams: Unless you have medical accommodations that require you to do so, or 
explicit permission from the instructor of the course, you may not use any electronic 
devices during ANY tests, quizzes, midterms, examinations, or other in-class evaluations. 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
/health/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/
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This remarkably effective strategy brings the body from stress mode into a more relaxed 
state.  

If you are in emotional or mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western Mental 
Health Support - Health & Wellness - Western University (uwo.ca)for a complete list of 
options about how to obtain help or Thames Valley Family Services 
(https://www.familyservicethamesvalley.com/), a trusted provider within the community. 
To help you learn more about mental health, Western has developed an interactive mental 
health learning module, found here: Health & Wellness - Western University (uwo.ca). It’s 
also advisable to have a wellness safety plan if you don’t want to reach out to formal 
services. Having the numbers of a few trusted individuals is another strategy. 

Grading 
The university-wide descriptor of the meaning of letter grades, as approved by Senate: 

A+ 90-100 One could scarcely expect better from a student at this level 
A 80-89  Superior work that is clearly above average 
B 70-79  Good work, meeting all requirements and eminently  
satisfactory 
C 60-69  Competent work, meeting requirements 
D 50-59  Fair work, minimally acceptable. 
F below 50 Fail 
 

It is expected that the grades for this course will fall between 74-78%.  In the event that the 
course average falls outside this range, a constant may be added (or subtracted) from each 
student’s grade, by the instructor, to bring the class average in line with school policy. 
 
Common Concerns  
The table below summarizes a list of common student concerns and how they are to be 
resolved. If you have a concern that is not listed here, then please email your instructor. C 
 

/health/psych/index.html
/health/psych/index.html
https://www.familyservicethamesvalley.com/
/health/
https://uwo.ca/fhs/policies/appeals.html


HS 3092B: Climate Change and Health 

 7 

 

https://fosfeminista.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/FOS-FEMINISTA-FACT-SHEET-CLIMATE.pdf
https://fosfeminista.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/FOS-FEMINISTA-FACT-SHEET-CLIMATE.pdf

