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- Understand how geographic location intersects with various social determinants of health 
- Identify and critically examine how geographic location intersects with health (including disease 

prevalence, service use/availability, and health outcomes)  
- Explore contemporary issues in rural health and design potential solutions 
- Engage in critical scholarship of the impact of rurality on health  

 
Classroom Expectations 

Contemporary academic traditions are built upon the power of a select groups of people, namely 

privileged white folks, typically men.  However, that is changing as we move towards classroom content 

and approaches that acknowledge the importance of inclusivity and equity. I have worked hard to 

ensure the course content reflects the knowledge created by authors working from diverse social 

locations. However, there is always room for improvement and feel free to contact me (in person or 

electronically) if you have any suggestions to improve the quality of course materials. 

Furthermore, I would like to create a learning environment with my students that is respectful and 

supports inclusivity and diversity. In this class, I encourage and appreciate expressions of different ideas, 

opinions, and beliefs.  My goal is to have meaningful
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 Sept 22 Rural Culture and Values Farmer, J., Bourke, L., 
Taylor, J., Marley, J. V., 
Reid, J., Bracksley, S., & 

Johnson, N. (2012). Culture 
and rural health. Australian 

Journal of Rural Health, 
20(5), 243-247. 

 

4 Sept 28 Critical Scholarship Option 1 Not assigned 

 Sept 29 Group work Not assigned 

5 Oct 5 Critical Scholarship Option 2 Not assigned 

 Oct 6 
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Scaling DEEP through 
Disruptive Pedagogies of 

Decolonization and 
Reconciliation. Canadian 
Journal of Environmental 

Education (CJEE), 22, 58-79. 
 

Williams, L., Bunda, T., 
Claxton, N., & MacKinnon, I. 
(2018). A Global Decolonial 

Praxis of Sustainability-
Possibilities towards 
Undoing Epistemic 
Violences between 

Indigenous Peoples and 
those no longer Indigenous 
to Place. Australian Journal 

of Indigenous Education, 
47(1), 41-53. 

8 Oct 26 Critical Scholarship Option 5 Not assigned 

 Oct 27 Racism and Rural Health Etowa, J., Wiens, J., 
Bernard, W. T., & Clow, B. 
(2007). Determinants of 
Black women's health in 

rural and remote 
communities. Canadian 

Journal of Nursing Research 
Archive, 56-77. 

9 Nov 9 Critical Scholarship Option 6 Not assigned 

 Nov 10 Gender Based Violence and 
Rural Health 

Edwards, K. M. (2015). 
Intimate partner violence 

and the rural–urban–
suburban divide: Myth or 

reality? A critical review of 
the literature. Trauma, 

Violence, & Abuse, 16(3), 
359-373. 

 
Mantler, T., Jackson, K.T, 

Shillington, K., Walsh, E.J., 
Tobah, T., Jackson, B. and 

Davidson, C.A. "Factors 
influencing rural women's 

disclosure of intimate 
partner violence: a 

qualitative study." SN Social 
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Sciences 1, no. 1 (2021): 1-
19. 

10 Nov 16 Critical Scholarship Option 7 Not assigned 

 Nov 17 Mental Health and Rurality Caxaj, C. S. (2016). A review 
of mental health 

approaches for rural 
communities: complexities 

and opportunities in the 
Canadian context. Canadian 

Journal of Community 
Mental Health, 34, 29-45. 

11 Nov 23 Critical Scholarship Option 8 Not assigned 

 Nov 24 E-Health and Rurality Hage, E., Roo, J. P., van 
Offenbeek, M. A., & 
Boonstra, A. (2013). 

Implementation factors and 
their effect on e-Health 
service adoption in rural 

communities: a systematic 
literature review. BMC 

health services research, 
13(1), 1-16. 

 Nov 30 and Dec 1 

December 7 
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Partner 

30% Cumulative Assignment Professor Dec 5 at noon 

Note: There is no midterm or final examination for this course. 

Critical Scholarship  

Engaging in critical scholarship of ideas presented in class demonstrates t
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into the conversation all my contributions improve moving 

forward 

Comments: Students are to provide a short (200-word max) rationale supporting their grade.  This 

should include the following: 

ü Key points the student contributed to the discussion 
ü Support for the grade they assigned themselves 
ü Areas of improvement for future discussions 

 

Reflections 

Individually, students will submit a 500-word reflection on the process of group work thus far.  This 
should include things that are going well, difficulties encountered, personal learnings, and strategies 
going forward. 

CRITERIA SUPERIOR   

(12-15 POINTS) 

SUFFICIENT   

(9-11 POINTS) 

BELOW 
STANDARD  

(0-8 POINTS) 

DEPTH OF 
REFLECTION 

/15 

Response 
demonstrates an in-
depth reflection on, 
and personalization 
of, learning process. 
Viewpoints and 
interpretations are 
insightful and well 
supported. Clear, 
detailed examples 
are provided, as 
applicable. 

Response demonstrates 
a general reflection on, 
and personalization of, 
learning process. 
Viewpoints and 
interpretations are 
supported.  Appropriate 
examples are provided, 
as applicable. 

  

Response 
demonstrates a 
minimal reflection 
on, and 
personalization 
of, learning 
process. 
Viewpoints and 
interpretations 
are unsupported 
or supported with 
flawed 
arguments. 
Examples, when 
applicable, are 
not provided or 
are irrelevant to 
the assignment. 
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WHAT I HAVE 
LEARNED, 
WHAT I WILL 
DO GOING 
FOWARD) 

/15 
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organization. Idea is 
connected well to 
the identified 
problem. 

Idea is feasible 

Idea is appropriate 
and will exceed the 
needs of the 
organization 

  

requirements 
indicated by the 
organization. Idea is 
connected to the 
identified problem. 

Idea could be feasible. 

Idea is appropriate 
and will meet the 
needs of the 
organization 

  

fully meet the 
requirements 
indicated by the 
organization. Idea 
does not connect 
fully to the 
identified 
problem. 
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page of writing. of writing. 

  

  

 
 

Cumulative Assignment 

Purpose: Please select 1 of the following to write a 1000-word (max- excluding references) APA position 

paper. This cumulative assignment is submitted via the course website. Turnit.com will be used for this 

assignment. 

ü What the most important issue impacting the health of rural Canadian communities? 
ü What is the biggest lesson Canada should learn from rural communities when it comes to 

improving health for all? 
ü What needs to be done to address inequities in rural health? 

 
Grading Key (Total: /100) 

  EXPERT (10-15) PROFICIENT (7-10) APPRENTICE (4-7) NOVICE (0-4) 

INTEGRATION 
OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

The paper 
demonstrates that 
the author fully 
understands and 
has applied 
concepts learned in 
the course. 
Concepts are 
integrated into the 
writer’s own 
insights. The writer 
provides concluding 
remarks that show 
analysis and 
synthesis of ideas. 

The paper 
demonstrates that 
the author, for the 
most part, 
understands and 
has applied 
concepts learned 
in the course. 
Some of the 
conclusions, 
however, are not 
supported in the 
body of the paper. 

The paper 
demonstrates that 
the author, to a 
certain extent, 
understands and has 
applied concepts 
learned in the 
course. 

The paper does 
not demonstrate 
that the author 
has fully 
understood, and 
applied concepts 
learned in the 
course. 

TOPIC FOCUS The topic is focused 
narrowly enough 
for the scope of this 
assignment. A 
thesis statement 
provides direction 
for the paper. The 
assignment 
question is fully 
addressed. 

The topic is 
focused but lacks 
direction. The 
paper is about a 
specific topic, but 
the writer has not 
established a 
position. The 
assignment 
question is 
partially 

The topic is too 
broad for the scope 
of this assignment. 

The topic is not 
clearly defined. 
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addressed. 

DEPTH OF 
DISCUSSION 

In-depth discussion 
& elaboration in all 
sections of the 
paper. 

In-depth discussion 
& elaboration in 
most sections of 
the paper. 

The writer has 
omitted pertinent 
content or content 
runs-on excessively. 
Quotations from 
others outweigh the 
writer’s own ideas 
excessively. 

Cursory 
discussion in all 
the sections of 
the paper or 
brief discussion 
in only a few 
sections. 

COHESIVENESS Ties together 
information from all 
sources. Paper 
flows from one 
section to the next 
without the need 
for headings. 
Author's writing 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the relationship 
among material 
obtained from all 
sources. 

For the most part, 
ties together 
information from 
all sources. Paper 
flows with only 
some 
disjointedness. 
Author's writing 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the relationship 
among material 
obtained from all 
sources. 

Sometimes ties 
together information 
from all sources. 
Paper does not flow - 
disjointedness is 
apparent. Author's 
writing does not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
relationship among 
material obtained 
from all sources. 

Does not tie 
together 
information. 
Paper does not 
flow and 
appears to be 
created from 
disparate issues. 
Headings are 
necessary to link 
concepts. 
Writing does not 
demonstrate 
understanding 
any relationships 

CRITICAL 
THINKING 

Identifies 
assumptions and 
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AD

https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca/
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¶ Must communicate with their instructors no later than 24 hours after the end of the period covered by SMC, 
or immediately upon their return following a documented absence; 

¶ Are advised that all necessary documentation, forms, etc. are to be submitted to academic advising office 
within two business days after the date specified for resuming responsibilities 

Attendance 

In the School of Health Studies, each course instructor sets specific expectations for attendance and 
participation that are specific to the course, teaching objectives, and learning outcomes.  

Regular attendance is expected and essential for all courses, but particularly those that include 
participation grades in their evaluation schemes. Participation means not only attendance, but active 
engagement in the class, including (for example) contribution to small and large group discussions, a 
demonstrated effort to prepare for class by completing assigned readings before class, an
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3. Registrar’s Office -- http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/  
4. Ombud’s Office -- http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/  

 
Health and Wellness 
 
The undergraduate experience is rewarding and challenging socially, emotionally, and intellectually. 
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cannot be answered from information in the course outline 

Course content questions Refer to the OWL Resources (notes, calendar, etc). Email the 

instructor. 

Grade disputes and requests for 

appeals 

A student requesting an appeal to a specific course with respect 

to a grade for an assignment or examination much first contact 

their instructor to discuss such manners.  

 


