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Course Syllabus for HS 3630F: Sexuality, Gender & Health 
Instructor: Dr. Treena Orchard 

Class: Mondays 12.30-2.30 + Wednesdays 12.30-1.30 

Room: TBA 

Office Hours: 2.30-4.30 pm Mondays or by appointment, Rm 216 HS Bldg. 

E-Mail: torchar2@uwo.ca 

Teaching Assistant: TBA 

 

Course Description 

This is an advanced undergraduate course in health sciences that explores how sexuality, gender, 

and health are experienced, valued, and socially constructed. The materials selected provide a 

sound overview of the basic concepts and theoretical approaches related to these three issues and 

also introduce students to some of the newer fields of research that are emerging. The more 

traditional areas of concentration include the body, heterosexuality and gender, reproductive 

health practices, HIV/AIDS, and health and healing in post-
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(1) Introductory paragraph (1 pgh)- introduces the 2 main points to be explored and at the end 

of this paragraph you must state the importance of your topic in relation to sexuality, gender, 

and/or health. For example: “Examining these two issues has extended my understanding of 

sexuality among gay men by demonstrating the different experiences of HIV positive and HIV 

negative men”.  

 

(2) The main sections (2 pghs)- where you discuss your perspectives regarding the 2 points. I 

recommend using 1 well-organized paragraph to analyze each point. In academic writing, one 

paragraph consists of 5-7 sentences, and this rule must be adhered to.  

 

(3) Concluding paragraph (1 pgh)- 
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The final examination is comprehensive and will consist of short answers (30%) and 2 essay 

questions (35% each).  The short answers are primarily from the first few lectures and I will hold 

a vote towards the end of class, during which you indicate the top 6 lectures from the term. I will 

then devise the essay questions based on these lectures. The essay questions are very open-ended, 
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During Lectures and Tutorials:  Although you are welcome to use a computer during lecture 

and tutorial periods, you are expected to use the computer for scholastic purposes only, and 

refrain from engaging in any activities that may distract other students from learning.  From time 

to time, your professor may ask the class to turn off all computers, to facilitate learning or 

discussion of the material presented in a particular class.  Unless explicitly noted otherwise, you 

may not make audio or video recordings of lectures ± nor may you edit, re-use, distribute, 

or re-broadcast any of the material posted to the course website.  

 

If personal devices are clearly being used for non-class purposes, students may be asked to 

stop this behaviour or leave class.  

 

Student Code of Conduct 

The purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to define the general standard of conduct expected 

of students registered at The University of Western Ontario, provide examples of behaviour that 

constitutes a breach of this standard of conduct, provide examples of sanctions that may be 

imposed, and set out the disciplinary procedures that the University will follow.  For more 

information, visit http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf.  

 

English Proficiency for the Assignment of Grades 

Visit the website http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/english.pdf.  

 

Accommodation for Medical Illness or Non-Medical Absences 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf 

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet his/her academic responsibilities may, 

on occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be acute (short term), or it may be 

chronic (long term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that 

medical situations are deeply personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in 

these matters. However, in order to ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic 

accommodation for work representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course 

shall be granted only in those cases where there is documentation indicating that the student was 

seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be expected to meet his/her academic 

responsibilities.  

 

A UWO Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking academic 

accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation 

with the physician or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded under the Medical 

Documentation heading of the following website: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf  

 

Documentation is required for non-medical absences where the course work missed is more than 

10% of the overall grade.  Students may contact their Faculty Academic Counselling Office for 

what documentation is needed. 

 

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification 

and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their 

professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.  Documentation for any 

request for accommodation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Academic 

Counselling Office of the student’s Faculty of registration.  For BHSc students, you may go to the 

School of Health Studies Office in HSB room 222.  

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/english.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
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Scholastic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

 

Support Services  

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to:  

1. Student Development Centre -- http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/ 

2. Student Health -- http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html 

3. Registrar’s Office -- http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/  

4. Ombudsmen Office -- http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/ 

 

Health and Wellness 

As part of a successful undergraduate experience at Western, we encourage you to make your 

health and wellness a priority. Western provides several on-campus health-related services to help 

you achieve optimum health and engage in healthy living while pursuing your degree.  For 

example, to support physical activity, all students receive membership in Western’s Campus 

Recreation Centre as part of their registration fees. Numerous cultural events are offered 

throughout the year. Please check out the Faculty of Music web page 

(http://www.music.uwo.ca/), or the McIntosh Gallery (http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/).  Further 

information regarding health and wellness-related services available to students may be found at 

http://www.health.uwo.ca/.  

 

If you are in emotional or mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

(http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/) 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.music.uwo.ca/
http://www.mcintoshgallery.ca/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
https://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/education/module.html
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October 29 & 31, 2018: A Modern Pandemic: HIV/AIDS 

 Treichler, Paula (1999). The Burdens of History: Gender and Representation in AIDS 

Discourse, 1981-1988. In How to Have Theory in an Epidemic: Cultural Chronicles of AIDS. Pp. 
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