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Prerequisite Checking 

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 

Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 

record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 

event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 

 

Course Information 

All developed countries have health and health care systems that are designed to meet 

their current and future health objectives. This course will review selected international health 

ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ��ĂŶĂĚĂ͛Ɛ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉůǇ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁill indicate the 

extent to which they are meeting national health objectives. By surveying a selection of health 

care systems worldwide, students will explore issues related to financing, reimbursement, 

delivery systems, and the adoption of new technologies. In this course students will examine 

questions such as: which systems and which public/private sector mixes are better at achieving 

efficiency and equity? How do these different systems deal with tough choices, such as 

decisions about new technologies? Health care is a priority and source of concern worldwide. 

Every country irrespective of its private, public or mixed health care system faces similar 



Learning Outcomes 

Participation in this course will enable students to: 

-understand how social, economic, cultural, political and historical influences shape national 

health systems; 

-gain tools to assess the relationships between international health system design and 

population health outcomes; 

-ability to compare and contrast the attributes of various national health systems; 

-formulate informed opinions about so called best practice models of health care delivery 

-anticipate likely changes to the Canadian health system 

Readings 

 By surveying a selection of health care systems worldwide, students will explore issues 

related to financing, reimbursement, delivery systems, and the adoption of new technologies. 

In this course students will examine questions such as: which systems and which public/private 

sector mixes are better at achieving efficiency and equity? How do these different systems deal 

with tough choices, such as decisions about new technologies? Health care is a priority and 

source of concern worldwide. Every country irrespective of its private, public or mixed health 

care system faces similar challenges with regard to quality, delivery and cost of services. This 



 

Sept. 9, 16, 23 Online Participation Assignments 

Sept. 30 Online Reading Quiz # 1 

Oct. 7 Commentary Paper # 1 Due 

Oct. 21, 28, and Nov. 4 Online Participation Assignments 

Nov. 11 Commentary Paper # 2 Due 

Nov. 18 Online Reading Quiz #2 

EŽǀ͘�Ϯϱ�͞�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŶĚ�WůĂǇĞĚ�KŶ͟�&ŝůŵ 

Dec. 2 HAND IN FINAL ASSIGNMENT IN CLASS!! 

On the Tuesdays that have online participation assignments, you will be given a short 

assignment to complete that will be used to evaluate your understanding of the course 

material. There are six online mini assignments and they are worth 5 marks each (for a total of 

30 marks). More information about these mini assignments can be found on OWL. In 

November, we be viewing three films to help contextualize our discussions about health 

systems and you are expected to have watched these films before coming to class these weeks. 

The material for your weekly participation assignments can be found on OWL under lessons. 

Please note, your final assignment is an analysis of the film "And the Band Played On". 

 

Evaluation 

Participation 30% (6 x 5%) 

Film Assignment 30% 

Reading Quizzes 20% (2 x 10%) 

Written Commentaries 20% (2 x 10%) 

Student Code of Conduct 

The purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to define the general standard of conduct 

expected of students registered at The University of Western Ontario, provide examples of 

behaviour that constitutes a breach of this standard of conduct, provide examples of sanctions 

that may be imposed, and set out the disciplinary procedures that the University will follow. For 

more information, visit http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf. 

English Proficiency for the Assignment of Grades 

Visit the website http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/english.pdf. 



 

Accommodation for Medical Illness or Non‐Medical Absences 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf 

dŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ŵĞĞƚ�ŚŝƐͬŚĞƌ�ĂĐademic responsibilities may, 

on occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be acute (short term), or it may be 

chronic (long term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that 

medical situations are deeply personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in 

these matters. However, in order to ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic 

accommodation for work representing 10% or ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�ŽǀĞƌĂůů�ŐƌĂĚĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�

shall be granted only in those cases where there is documentation indicating that the student 

was seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be expected to meet his/her 

academic responsibilities. A UWO Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a 

student is seeking academic accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the 

ƚŝŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶŝƚŝĂů�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝĂŶ�Žƌ�ǁĂůŬͲŝŶ clinic.  

An SMC can be downloaded under the Medical Documentation heading of the following 

website: https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm. 

�ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŶŽŶͲŵĞĚŝĐĂů�ĂďƐĞŶĐĞƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŵŝƐƐĞĚ�ŝƐ�more 

than 10% of the overall grade. Students may contact their Faculty Academic Counselling Office 

for what documentation is needed. Whenever possible, students who require academic 

accommodation should provide notification and documentation in advance of due dates, 

examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their professors and their Academic 

Counselling office in a timely manner. Documentation for any request for accommodation shall 

be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Academic Counselling Office of the 

ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ͛Ɛ�&ĂĐƵůƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ͘�&Žƌ��,^Đ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�School of Health Studies 

Office in HSB room 222. 

Scholastic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following website: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf . 

Support Services 

There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 

1. Student Development Centre -- http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/ 

2. Student Health -- http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html 

ϯ͘�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƌ͛Ɛ�KĨĨŝĐĞ�-- http://www.registrar.uwo.c 



 

 

Lecture and Reading Schedule (Please Note Assignment Deadlines) 

 

Week One: Introductions and Intersectional Approaches (Sept. 2) 

Readings:  

1. ͞tŚǇ�ƚŚĞ�dŚĞŽƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ�ŽĨ�/ŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƚŝŽŶĂůŝƚǇ DĂƚƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�WŽůŝĐǇ͟�

(Dhamoon and Hankivsky) 

 

Week Two: There’s No Place like Home! Understanding Canada’s Healthcare System (Sept. 9) 

Readings:  

1. ͞�ĞǇŽŶĚ��ŽƌĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŽƵŶĚĂƌŝĞƐ͗��ĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�/ŶĞƋƵŝƚŝĞƐ�ŝŶ��ĂŶĂĚĂ�

Through ThĞŽƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�^ŽĐŝĂů��ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƚŝŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͟�;ĚĞ�>ĞĞƵǁ�ĂŶĚ�

Greenwood) 

2. ͞�ďŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ�^ǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ŝŶ��ĂŶĂĚĂ͗�EŝŶĞ��ĂƐĞ�^ƚƵĚŝĞƐ͟�;>ĞŵĐŚƵŬ-Favel and Jock) 

3. ͞�ĂŶĂĚĂ͗�sĂƌŝĂƚŝŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�Ă��ŽŵŵŽŶ�dŚĞŵĞ͟�;�ĞďĞƌ͕�'ĂŵďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�DĂŚͿ 

FIRST PARTICIPATION ASSIGNMENT DUE SEPTEMBER 9TH  

 

Week Three: Getting to know our Neighbours: Healthcare systems in the United States and 

Mexico (Sept. 16) 

Readings:







Week Eleven:  Health Activism (Nov. 4) 

Readings 

1. ͞dŚĞ�EĞǁ�'ůŽďĂů�,ĞĂůƚŚ͟ 

2. ͞/ŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƚŝŽŶĂů�&ĞŵŝŶŝƐƚ�&ƌĂŵĞǁŽƌŬƐ�ŝŶ�WƌĂĐƚŝĐĞ͟ 

3. ͞/ŶƚĞƌƐĞĐƚŝŽŶĂůŝƚǇ͕�:ƵƐƚŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�/ŶĨůƵĞŶĐŝŶŐ�WŽůŝĐǇ͟ 

SIXTH PARTICIPATION ASSIGNMENT DUE November 4th 

 

Week Twelve: Film “And the Band Played On” (Nov. 11) 

COMMENTARY PAPER # 2 DUE NOVEMBER 11TH  

 

Week Thirteen: “And the Band Played On” (Nov. 18) 

READING QUIZ # 2 NOVEMBER 18TH  

 

Week Fourteen: Conclusions (Nov. 25) 

 

Week Fifteen: FINAL PAPERS DUE IN CLASS ON DECEMBER 2ND  


