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The University of Western Ontario 

School of Health Studies 

Health Sciences 3400A 
Health Policy 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Sandra Regan, RN, PhD       
Email:    sregan4@uwo.ca  
Phone number: 519-661-2111 ext. 86574 
Office:   Health Sciences Addition, School of Nursing, Room H25 
Office Hours:  Wednesday 10:00 am to 12:00 pm  
 
Teaching Assistants:   TBA 
 
Lecture Times: Thursday 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
 
Class Location:  Natural Science Building Room 1  
 

Prerequisite Checking 

Pre-requisite: Health Sciences 1001A/B and Health Sciences 1002A/B; or the former Health 

Sciences 1000.  

Requirements: 
a. Successful completion of Health Sciences 1000 or Health Sciences 1001A/B and Health 

mailto:sregan4@uwo.ca
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2011/pg920.html#39534
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2011/pg920.html#39535
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Course format
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Course Materials 
Required Textbook: 
Buse, K., Mays, N., & Walt, G.  (2012). Making health policy (2nd ed.). Berkshire, England: 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/181955/e96759.pdf
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Individual Assignment 
 
The assignment is an individual assignment.  Students will select a health policy issue and 
answer questions regarding the issue. Several health policy issues will be posted in OWL and 
individuals will select one topic to work on for this assignment – students must sign-up for their 
selected topic.  Students will respond to several questions related to their chosen health policy 
issue including the historical context of the issue, role of government and factors that have 
shaped and influenced the issue. Details will be provided in class and posted in the Assignment 
and Online Discussion Resources tab in OWL.  Due 

http://www.turnitin.com/
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The mid-term exam will be based on lectures, readings, and 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/administration.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/english.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
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the appropriate Academic Counselling Office of the student’s Faculty of registration.  For BHSc 

students, you may go to the School of Health Studies Office in HSB room 222.  

Scholastic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
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Proposed Course Schedule ʹ subject to change ʹ readings posted in OWL (see tab Weekly 
Readings and Lecture Notes 
 

Week Date Topics 

1 September 4 Introduction to the Course 
Overview of health policy and policy process 

2 September 11 Power and the policy process/ 
Canadian government structure 

3 September 18 Canadian health care system: 
Organization and structure 
Provision of services 
Health care financing 

4 September 25 Agenda Setting: 
Canadian health policy issues 

5 October 2 Policy Formulation:  
Government Role 
Ontario Health Policy 

6 October 9 Policy Formulation: 
Interest Groups  
Public involvement  

7 October 16 MIDTERM EXAM ʹ IN CLASS 

8 October 23 Policy Implementation: 
Example policies 

9 October 30 FALL STUDY BREAK ʹ NO CLASS 
 

10 November 6 Primary Health Care Reform 

11 November 13 Health Policy topics – to be determined 
Guest Speaker 

12 November 20 Health Policy topics – to be determined 
Guest Speaker:  

13 November 27 Knowledge translation, evaluation and policy 
Guest speaker 
 
Course Wrap up 

 
 


