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1. Course Description 

 

There haven’t been many topics more controversial than drugs in North 

America. Drug use is one of those features of humanity that goes back into 

prehistory, and in many ways our current drug use isn’t significantly different 

from the way it was then. This course seeks to examine present-day debates 
about drugs through historical, sociological, and ethical perspectives. 

 
 
2. Required Texts 
 

 David Courtright, Forces of Habit. Cambridge: Harvard University Press 
(2002). 
 

 Articles available online and through the Web of Science Database. 
 
Note: All readings listed in the syllabus are required, and students will be 
expected to have acquired and read them before the class for which they will be 
discussed. 
 
3. Objectives  

 
By the end of this course, you will be able to: 
 

 Identify key concepts and issues in contemporary debates on drugs. 
 

 Situate those concept and issues in a historical context. 

mailto:Blawson6@uwo.ca


 

 Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches to drug 
policy. 

 

 



Week 3 – Moral Panics & Tobacco 

Erich Goode and Nachman Ben-Yehuda, “Moral Panics: Culture, Politics, and 

Social Construction.” Annual Review of Sociology. 

http://journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/LLT/issue/view/306
http://journals.hil.unb.ca/index.php/LLT/article/view/2632


G.Alan Marlatt, Harm reduction: Come as you are, Addictive Behaviors, Volume 
21, Issue 6, November

http://www.stanford.edu/group/co-sign/Chau.pdf
http://www.aafla.org/SportsLibrary/JSH/JSH1987/JSH1401/jsh1401g.pdf
http://apps.webofknowledge.com.proxy2.lib.uwo.ca/full_record.do?product=UA&search_mode=GeneralSearch&qid=3&SID=2FDgkAb75j863le2c4O&page=1&doc=1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1297313/pdf/jrsocmed00006-0013.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1297313/pdf/jrsocmed00006-0013.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2761228/
http://www.psychedelic-library.org/hsmith.htm
http://www.psychedelic-library.org/hsmith.htm


The purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to define the general standard of 

conduct expected of students registered at The University of Western Ontario, 

provide examples of behaviour that constitutes a breach of this standard of 

conduct, provide examples of sanctions that may be imposed, and set out the 

disciplina

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/board/code.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/exam/english.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm


Academic Counselling Office of the student’s Faculty of registration.  For BHSc 

students, you may go to the School of Health Studies Office in HSB room 222.  

Scholastic Offences 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 

appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic 

Offence, at the following website: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.p

df .  

 

Additionally,  

1. All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity 

review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license 

to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted 

for such checking will be included as source documents in the 

reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers 

subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/

