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Term: Fall 2010 Instructor: Dr. Elena Neiterman
Time: Wed. 8:30-11:30am Office: HSB 213
Location: UCC 66 Office Hours: Wed. 11:45 am-12:45 pm

Email Address: neitee@mcmaster.ca
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This course will introduce you to different social, political, cultural and economic dimensions of
health and illness. We will examine the meaning of health and illness and how they vary
culturally and historically. Using different theoretical approaches we will understand the
organization of health care and the impact of economic and political contexts on the health of
individuals. We will critically analyze the role of society in defining health and illness and
organizing the delivery of health care. Finally, we will learn about social determinants of health
approaching the study of health in the context of gender, age, class, race, and sexuality.
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1. Looklng Tg rom historical and comparative perspectives, in the first part of the course we will
explore how health and illness are defined across cultures. We will understand the link
between personal and social experiences of health and illness. We will examine the concept
of medicalization, talk about biomedicine, complementary and alternative medicine and other
forms of healing.

2. Inthe second part of the course we will analyze the social determinants of health. Looking at
Canada, we will explore how such factors as gender, age, race, class, sexuality, level of
education, social support and other intersect with health and illness.

3. Inthe last part of the course we will explore how cultural, economic, and political ideologies
form the delivery and organization of health care systems. We will identify different models
of health care organization and delivery and reflect on current challenges faced by different
health care systems.
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Markle G. E., McCreq, F., B. (2008). What if Medicine Disappeared? New York: SUNY Press.

Raphael, D., Bryant, T. & Rioux, M. (Eds.). (2010). Staying Alive: Critical Perspectives on
Health, Iliness, and Health Care. 2" edition. Toronto: Canadian Scholar's Press.

Raphael, D. (2009). Social Determinants of Health: Canadian Perspectives. 2" edition. Toronto:
Canadian Scholars Press.

These books can be purchased at the university bookstore.

1






;I'he computer-marked m



If you have anyo



Chapters 18, 20, 24
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Canada’s Health Care System

Staying Alive: Chapter 10, 11, 12

Critical Issues in Health and IlIness

Staying Alive: Chapters 13, 14
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Critical Issues in Health Care continued...

Staying Alive: Chapters 15, 16, 17

Exam Review

No readings required
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