
English 9003A: Contemporary Theory in Literary and Cultural Studies 
Department of English & Writing Studies 

Western University  
Fall 2017  

Wednesday 3:30-6:30, LWH 2210

- AHB 3G24 
Email: ckeep@uwo.ca Office Hours: Tuesday 10:30-11:30 and Thursday 1:30-2:30 (or by app’t) 
 
Course Description 
 
This course will provide a survey of contemporary theory and its precursors in nineteenth- and 
twentieth-century thought. It will focus on several distinct though often related critical schools or 
movements, including Structuralism, Marxism, Psychoanalysis, Post-Structuralism, Feminism, 
Queer and Trans Theory, Cultural Studies, Post-Colonial Theory, Thing Theory, 
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“applied” to a poem, play, or novel, in order to produce an interpretation of its thematic contents. 
The emphasis should fall, rather, on the critic or the critical school in question, with the aim of 
examining both the possibilities and limitations of its underlying assumptions and 
methodological principles. The essay may not repeat or extend material already presented in your 
seminar. As a research essay, you will be expected to engage with whatever secondary criticism 
that is relevant to your thesis, including both articles and monographs on the topic. You are 
strongly encouraged to discuss your essay ideas and topics with me early in your research 
process.  
 
All bibliographic notation will employ the MLA method of parenthetical notation and a works 
cited page. A good online guide to the MLA method can be found here. 
 
Academic Offences 
  
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf 
 
Lecture and Reading Schedule 
Readings marked LTAA refer to Rivkin and Ryan. Literary Theory: An Anthology (Blackwell). 
Companion Readings are on reserve in Weldon Library. All others are available as .pdf 
documents through dropbox. 
 
September 13  Introduction 
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https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
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October  4 Marxism  

 
Lecture: Marx, Philosophic and Economic Manuscripts” (LTAA 717-29), 
“The German Ideology” (LTAA 730-35), “Capital”  
 
Seminar: Althusser, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses”(LTAA 
768-77) 
Seimnar: Zizek, “How Did Marx Invent the Symptom?”  
 

  11 Reading Week 
 

 
  18 Feminism 




