ENG 4120F: Works of the Gawain-Poet
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Nov. 4 Sir Gawain
Read: Sir Gawain 1-1125
Silverstein, Theodore. “Sir Gawain, Dear Brutus, and Britain’s Fortunate
Founding.” Modern Philology 62 (1965): 189-206. (JStor)
Sem.: The Brut tradition, geography of the poem

Nov. 11 Sir Gawain
Read: Sir Gawain 1126-2530
Stevens, Martin. “Laughter and Game in Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight.” Speculum 47 (1972): 65-78. (JStor)
Sem.: Confession, Gawain’s reputation

Nov. 18 Sir Gawain
Read: Heng, Geraldine. “Feminine Knots and the Other in SGGK.” PMLA 106
(1991): 500-514. (JStor)
Morgan, Gerald. “Medieval Misogyny and Gawain’s Outburst against
Women.” Modern Language Review



Tests
The translation tests are designed simply to do what is claims. All texts will be read in the
original language and you need to know it.

Paper

The research paper must be presented in MLA style. The paper is due in hard copy (and
electronically) on the date assigned. Late essays will lose 3% per day (including weekends).
Essays must be submitted to Turnitin on or before the due date. Late papers may be submitted to
the drop box outside the English Dept. Papers stamped “received after 4:00pm” (3:30 on
Fridays) will be considered submitted on the following day (so get them in before the collection
times).

Seminar Presentations

The student will lead class discussion on a predetermined topic for approximately 10-15 minutes
of the class. Some research will be necessary. This is a starting point for discussion, not
polished research paper. A brief written statement (approx. 2 pages) will outline your goals in
the presentation and will be considered in the grade which will reflect preparedness and
competence with the material.



Prerequisites

Students are responsible for ensuring that their selection of courses is appropriate and accurately
recorded and that all course prerequisites have been successfully completed, and that they are
aware of any antirequisite course(s) that they have taken. If the student does not have the
requisites for a course, the University reserves the right to remove the student from the course
and to delete it from the student's record. This decision may not be appealed. A student will
receive no adjustment to his or her fees in the event that he or she is dropped from a course for
failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Information for students
Departmental and university policies related to course work, grades, plagiarism, appeals, etc. are
available on the English Department website. Please see:



