English 3227: Shakespeare
Section 001, Fall/Winter 2014-15
Lectures: Monday, 3:30-5:30; Wednesday, 3:30-4:30
Location: KB-K103

Instructor: Dr. Mark Stephenson
Email: mstephe9@uwo.ca
Office: (Old) Ivey Building, 2G28L
Office Phone: 519-661-2111 Ext. 86212
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:00 -1:30

Course Obijectives
This course will engage in a close study of twelve of Shakespeareds dramatic works. Emphasis will be placed on
understanding them in the context of their initial production (in every sense of that word) as artefacts of early
modern English culture. We will examine the plays in light of such concerns as early modern conceptions of
gender, race, class, and subjectivity in general, the emergence of print culture, the processes of Englandds nation
formation and its attendant conception of history, the early modern discourse of colonialism, the representation
of monarchy, and the rise of the theatre as an arm of the nascent public sphere. Attention will also be paid to the
playbs formal aspects: to their techniques of plot construction and characterization, to their employment of
poetic language, rhetoric, and genre, and to their use of stage craft. We will also consider our own 21 century,
post-modern cultureds continued fascination with Shakespeare and his time.

Course Objectives

Students who successfully complete this course will:
learn to analyze many of the prominent formal features of twelve representative plays by Shakespeare
become familiar with the defining features of the major generic divisions within Shakespearets body of
dramatic work
learn about the sources of Shakespearebs plays in prior literary works and early modern English history,
and about the performance history of the plays
acquaint themselves with some of the prominent theoretical approaches to Shakespearets work
become acquainted with the historical, political and cultural back-drop within which Shakespeare plied
his craft
learn to effectively communicate their ideas about Shakespearefs plays through in-class discussion and
writing persuasive essays

Required Texts

The Norton Shakespeare. 2™ Edition, 2 Vols. Gen. ed. Stephen Greenblatt. New York: W.W. Norton and Co.,
2008.

MacDonald, Russ. The Bedford Companion to Shakespeare: An Introduction with Documents. New York:
Palgrace, 2001.

Recommended
Department recommended style guide.

Course Requirements

Paper 1 (First Term T Due Wednesday, Oct. 29, min. 1250 words) 15%
Paper 2 (Second Term T Due Wednesday, April 1, Mar. 29, min. 2500 words) 25%
Performance or Performance Review (Due no later than Feb. 23, min. 1250 words) 10%
Attendance and Participation 5%

Mid-term Test (In class, 1hr., Monday, Nov. 24






Western Ontario uses software for plagiarism checking. Students may be required to submit their work in
electronic form for plagiarism checking.

Be aware that if you are caught engaging in plagiarism, it will result, at the very least, in a zero for the
assignment.

Prerequisites
This statement is also from the UWO Senate:

Students are responsible for ensuring that their selection of courses is appropriate and accurately recorded and
that all course prerequisites have been successfully completed, and that they are aware of any antirequisite
course(s) that they have taken. If the student does not have the requisites for a course, the University reserves
the right to remove the student from the course and to delete it from the studentds record. This decision may not
be appealed. A student will receive no adjustment to his or her fees in the event that he or she is dropped from a
course failing to have the necessary prerequisites.

Academic Accommodation

Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, participation
components and/or assignments worth (either alone or in combination) 10% or more of their final grade
must apply to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation.


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf.
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation

Fall Term

Week 1

Sept. 8 and 10: Introduction to the Course: Who Was/ls iShakespeare?0 and A Brief History of Critical
Approaches to Shakespeare

Secondary Reading: fiShakespeare, 6Shakespeare,d and the Problem of Authorshipo BC 11-28, esp. iWhat is an
Author?0 26-8; fiThe House Known as Shakespearefs Birthplace,0 iRecord of Shakespeareds Baptism,0 and
fiMap of Stratford-upon-Avon, BC 29-31; Robert Greene on Shakespeare, NS 993-4; Francis Meres on S, NS
994-5; Front Matter from the First Folio NS 1009-112; Milton on S, NS 1013; iTimelined NS 1016-1020

Week 2

Sept. 15 and 17: The Taming of the Shrew

Secondary Reading: fiEarly Modern Englisho BC 38-42; fiComedyo BC 81-85; fiClothingd BC 231-33; fiThe
Situation of Womeno (including introductory paragraph to iChapter 80) and fiPatriarchyo BC 253-263; fiThe
Social Structureo and iThe Body Politico BC 273-277, fiShakespeareds Theatre and the Problem of Authorityd
BC 322-24; fiHaves and Have-Nots,0 fiRiot and Disorder,0 iThe Legal Status of Womeno and iWWomen and
Print,0 NS 7-13

Week 3



Week 10

Nov. 10 and 12: Richard Il

Secondary Reading: fiHistoryo BC 90-93; Lambarde, from fiHis Notes of a Conversation with Queen Elizabeth
I about Richard 11,0 BC 107; fiThe Theatre and the Authoritieso BC 123-126; from Patriarcha BC 283-285; from
An Homily against Disobedience and Willful Rebellion BC 345-49; Augustine Phillips etc. on Richard 11 NS 999-
1,000

Week 11
Nov. 17 and 19: Richard Il (concl.)

Film (Exact Date TBA): Henry V (1989, dir. Kenneth Branagh; 138 min.)

Week 12

Nov. 24 and 26: Henry V. Midterm Test — Nov. 24 (In Class, 1hr.)

Secondary Reading: fiThe Playhouseso BC 114-20; Map Showing Theatres of London BC 127; flllustration of
the Second Globeo and ACopy of DeWittts Sketcho BC 134-



Week 6



